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straiglit on or we wil be left with this plague for years to
corne.

[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, racial tensions within other communities
are also on the rise. During the hearings of the Sub-com-
mittee on Multiculturaiism, the Hon. Member for Van.
couver East (Ms. Mitchell) emphasized that racial
tensions between the white and Asian communities had
incieased ini Vancouver.

In other words, Mr. Speaker, we have a lot of work to
do. The creation of a single Department of Multicultur-
alism will promote better understanding and resuit in the
elimination of racism and bigotry. Because of the evolu-
tion of the multicultural reality, the establishment of an
independant and influencal department bas become a
necessity. We, as Liberais, feel therefore that this de-
partment should serve to promote our multicultural
hentage.

As I said earlier, Mr. Speaker, thîs new department
could influence the attitude of Canadians by adequately
funding the various groups on the basis of their services
to their communities. Unfortunately, judging from the
this year's estimates, it seems that there will lie cuts in
these organizations' grants.

[Englishj

While over-ali the budget for multiculturalism lias
gone up, the funds for community support and participa-
tion have decreased by $400,000 this year. This repre-
sents a full 15 per cent cut in the funding for sucli groups
as the Canadian Ethnocultural Council and various
others which act as co-ordinating and community liaison
organizations which help various communities to com-
municate among each other and with the various levels
of govemment.

It seems that this Government is moving toward a
more project-oriented rather than an organizationally
oriented program. TMis, quite frankly, raises several
concerns that must be addressed. 'Me danger that arises
from a greater project oriented subsidization program 15

that it is a band-aid approach to solve a very complex
problemn. When groups are funded they are able to act in
unison to co-ordinate progressive and ongoing activities
that build upon each other for greater racial and ethnic
harmony. This is not to say that I feel projects should not
be financed. Oite the opposite is, in fact, true. Howev-
er, I feel that to orientate in that direction would take

Multiculturalism

away from a concentrated and co-ordinated attempt at
addressmng the probiem.

I arn aiso concerned about whether or flot this trend to
cut operationai support is for one, two or three years. If
this is the case the effectiveness of the Department of
Muiticuituralism and Citizenship to combat racism effec-
tively in Canada wili be adversely affected.

I aiso found that none of the groups affected by the
cuts was ever consulted by either officiais of the Depart-
ment of Finance or those from. the Secretary of State.
But then again this is perfectiy consistent with the way
this (overnment has handied ail aspects of the budget-
ary process. Hopefully the Department of Multicuiturai-
ismn and Citizenship wil be more responsive to the
groups and organizations that represent the various
cultural groups of Canada. 'Me Department needs to
co-operate ciosely with these organizations so that it can
monitor the situation out there in the reai worid.

We cannot let bureaucrats here in Ottawa decide in a
vacuum what the reality of Canada's multicuiturai di-
mension really is.

[Translation]

We ail know that the Canadian fabric is the resuit of
our population and our immigration poiicy. That is why
we must keep a multiculturaiism policy flexible in order
to accommodate new arrivais and ease their transition
into Canadian socîety; this iniplies making Canadian
society prepared to accept them.

[English]

Until 1967 Canada's immigration laws were somewhat
restrictive, foilowing the ciosed door policies practised by
our Government during the First and Second World
Wars and the Depression. Between 1947 and 1967 most
non-British and non-Frenchi immigrants to Canada
came from war tom southemn and eastern Europe. By
1984, immigrants from. Asia, Africa and the Caribbean
constituted 62.5 per cent of the total number of people
coming to Canada.

As parliamentarians we must fmnd a way to facilitate a
greater understanding between groups that in their
homelands may be traditional rivais. We must ensure
that Canada does not become a new theatre for oid wars.
The way to achieve this is not through reduced immigra-
tion. We must have our doors open to ail people who are
fleeing tyranny and oppression. 'Me way to achieve this
ethnic harmony in Canada is through a direct dialogue
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