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Mr. BENNETT: No. flot at ail.

Mr. ROGERS: If the leader of the opposi-
tion bias receix ed any information wbich wouid
indicate that any members of the Department
of Labour altered tbe files in any way, I ivish
lie wxould give it to me here and noxv.

Mc-. BENNETT : I xviii de.l witb tbe first
quecstioni first. The Prime Minister read my
ý,tatements with respect to tbe Minister of
Transport. TLat represents mny considered
opinion witb respect to a inotter wbicb was
discussed witb tbe rig'lit bion. tbe leader of tbe
gevernment, and it rcferred to a file wbicb bad
to do xvjtb post office inatterý. W'e canme te
,bc conclus~ion tbat wben you deai witb public
busmines you cannot escape tbe publication
cf it bv mnerely putting "porsoniai" on it. It
ac b'ihd t (Io xxitlî questions raised in con-
nct ion xxitb pensions. 13cr tiue presenit iodter,
dealing iib 'i polifical nvaitrr, marked "per-
sonal and1 confidential," is a pris ilegnd comn-

hn ica tien, and alxxa vs bas beet iii tluis bible,
iinless tbe xx'îiter of tbe le lier rci lîoxe- tbe
prix ile. Tiîat is bis prix une. nol some-
bod ' v else's. 1 tbînk the îîîo;t sti iling c'ase
of ibis kind was tînt reonee rning a Ictter
xvritten bv Ilen. Vincent Ma.e'te tbe present
Cci nrx'atix e leader ii the s5maI e, Riglit Hon.
Arthîur Meîelien, I-e nîarked tiiot letter

'pscîl"and in x iexx of the fic et iat lie
bid becorne a pýolitie :il factor in the h'f( of tbe
coiintrv. Mc. Meiglien c eied tiiot Nîr. Mase' vx
ýb îîld rcmcx'e ibat prix ilegý . lie declined te
do s, and after carefiii inves tigation Mr.
1\1eiLbien xx' iisfied thiatibe ccclii net ose or
prib]Nil tb'it letter. uniles he br bd tue consent
of thle xxriîer. Tb'xt is lih pix lege. net seme-
bodv' else's. So far' :i the otber feature cf it
it îs cencecned, it Ns tbe con,'iîered opinion
cf the former ministeî that lie dýid not cnave
tiiot letter on that file.

Mr. ROGERS: Wbere ceîîid it come from?

Mc. BENNETT: Tint Ns xx'at lie would
I ike te knoxx.

Mr. ROGERS: It xxas attarlîed to bis
lettor.

Mr. BENNETT: It was. tîxece iii 1936
and 1937 but it xxas ncx er prodtiîed in tbNs
lîume. Tue motion xxas made on tbe sixtb aînd
acceded to on tbe nintiî. Tbe ceturn xxas
madie se lîurricdly tliat it xvas sigtned fax tbe
Mînister of Labeur foir hie 'Secretary of State.
The return liad to do wîîb corre.spondence be-
îxxecn txve dates. one in Augtist and one in
October. The former' MînisLei' cf Labour lias
ne detaîied recelleetion of it; ail lie says is
tbat te tbe best of bis beiief and knoxvledg e
tbat letter was net on tbe file wlien lie Ieft
that office. That is bis view.

[Mr. Rogers.]

Mr. ROGERS: The onîx' an"xýver ho tîxat
s thaI rbe let 1er xva tbece xx'len tbe file w'as

examined. 1 bave said already rhiot I bad no
knoxvledge thiat tue leIter wx's tliere until the
file xxas reqmes.hee. Tbe file xxa.s requested

by a niember cf tbis lieuse wbo xvas particuiariy
interesýted in tbe construction of tbose roads.

M 1Ir. BENNETT: Apparently lie liadi knexvl-
edge of the fa 't tbat tbe letter was tbere.

Mi'. BEAUBIEN: I deny tbat I biad any
knowx'edge.

Mc. BENNETT: Wc knew differently.

Mr. BEAUBIEN: My riglit lion. friend
knowxs tbot if bie looks thîrougb bis files be
xviii flnd a eep)y cf tbat letter.

Mr. BENNETT: I bave bad my files
seari'led cnrefully'. and I teok the trouble
myseif te do it. Tliere is ne lettcr or copy
of tbat le tter on my p-i-z;nal file'. Btît in
my opinien senae suclî bIter xxas reteix cd fremn
Mcr. Webb, fer lie was adi ed in four lines
tiîat Hec. Mc. Murpbv. tiien i\Iinister of
the Interier. xxas geing te xwestern Canada
and woeuled icx'e.t igte the xx ble question in
connechien xxitlî cust and drougbut. Tliose
mat tels xxece mentioîied separately. He dil
so, and the vei'vlion. member xvbo lias jusî
.spoken xxas ene of tliese xvlîe c'ged t liat rthe
xxo'k sbeuld be dene. Tbe wx'rk ixas cen-
tinuied. iffer Octeber. btit lias net yet been
coimpleted.

Mr. 13E.UBIEN.": My rigbt lion. fi'iend
cacuet denv tbat, tîe xx'emk xxas sîarîed xxitlî
tbe ebjeci ef xxinnincg tlîree seats and neltol
give xx'rlk te tiiose xx'b needed ir.

Mr. BENNETT: 1 s'ay ne sueb tlîing-
just the opposite.

M\r. M\aeNEIL: I cînnet aoiixx tbis voete
te pass xirliut, a brief refecence te the unfor-
tucate dizturbance tbot eccurreel mn Van-
couver on June 19. 1 have aiready stated my
viewx' witi regard te tbat situation. I regard
it as a terrible blet en the record ef tbNs ad-
mini.kt'aien. Since tîmis matter wxas iast dis-
cuýsnd in tIme lieuse sox'eral peints bave come
into viexv w'bieli I slîould like te bring te tbe
attentien of the committeo. 'We have bad
an oppeclunita' te examine tbe sessional paper
containing tbe cerrespondence and tolegrams
exclîaeged behxxeen tbe department and tbe
deparcimenîal ropresentative in Vancouver and
the department; ef labour in Victoria. 1
cannet cendemn tee deflniteiy the ineem-
ixetemice of tue departmental represenhatix'e
in Vancouxver, Mr. Mitchell. I hiave cacefully
m'ead lus communications te tbe minister. and
mn myv epinien lie made no attempt, while
"staving at tbe hoen Vancouve'r in Vanceuver


