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recagnized custom, and that it had the sanc-
tion of authority and long usage behind it.

We have n-eyer had such relief conditions
in this country as we have exiperienoed. in
lAhe last few years; we have neyer had ta
tneet exactly the same situatioyn. The main-
ister is not lacking in cou-rage for ini, shall
I say, a most earnest desire ta appreciiate
-sympathetically the wants of those in neces-
sitous circurnstances. I should like ta hear
the hon. gentleman say that s0 far as con-
tractoirs are concerned they will be told tihat
as far as possible they are to give employ-
ment ta those requiring woyk, as indicated
by the Minister of Labour, and that they
-should proceed accordingly. I well recall my
ýfiý experience of anything ta the contrary,
when a contractor wb. wras about ta tender
fur a job was aaked if bie would have a free
band in the employment af bis staff. I said,
'I have no reason ta, Vhink to the cantrary."
That was many long years -aga; I was mucb
more innocent then than I ar n ow, and hie
replied, "That bas not been my experienee."
Ile waa a very old and experienced contrac-
tor. If we inteTfere witb the contractor,
except as determined by the provisions af bis
cantract, we lay a foundation for a c'laim for
extras, and we bave trouble at once. On the
other band, if we say in the contraýct, as
we bave been endeavousing ta do, that the
fair wage scale shall prevail; tbat local men
shaîl be ernployed up ta a certain number;
that retirned men shahl be employed up ta
a certain number and tbat necessitaus trades-
men or artisans, skilled or atherwise, shall
find emploaiment, I think that is as far as
-we can go in cannectian with relief.

As far as ordinary expenditures are con-
cerned I arn not prepared to differ se.riously
from what was sa.id by the minister of the
bon. member for-

Mr. DUPUIS:- Chambly-Rauville. The
-name was cbanged by the last goverument.

Mr. BENN=T: Well, apparently nat ta
its advantage. At any rate I suggest that
thie minister sbould make it abundantly clear
that in dealing with relief matters we are
not gaing ta bave the Dominion of Canada
placed in that burniliating and embariassing
position, and if hie takes a finm stand I arn
-satisfied that hie will be supported by publie
-opinion in every part of this country. To
me it bas been distressing that any opposite
attitude should be take'n. I arn not discuss-
ing the general political situation; I bave
seen tao miieh af it ta, endeavaur ta suggest
that we should be hypocrites enaugb ta say
that wbile in apposition we should candemn

the other man for doing the same thing we
did when in office. It is alI bad, but there
it is. But this is relief, and it~ muet be
placed upon another basis.

Mr. CARDIN: I desire ta add anly one
word, in order ta relieve thie minde of hon.
gentlemen opposite. I may say that as far
as I arn concerned noa order of any kind
bas been given by me or by my officers ta
any of the contractors uncier the Public
Warks Construction Act; I bave neyer in-
terfered with the liberty of contractons in
biring the men tbey wisbed ta bire, accord-
ing ta thein own neede. I know very well ini
what a diffirult position I would place
myseif if 1 interfered with a contractor and
dictated ta, Mm as ta, wbat men hie should
ernplay on bis work. He is absolutely free to
bire the men hie desines ta bine; I bave not
interfened in the past and I do not propose
ta interfere during my terni of affice and dur-
ing the time necessary ta expend the money
beîng voted by parliarnent at the present
time. As ta the athen phase of the ques-
tion, I do flot want ta be dragged into it.
The last observations made by the right
bon, gentleman relieve me af tbe necessity
of going ino details. We are agreed an
many points, but in certain points we may
differ, and I do flot want ta go inta that
at the present time; it is nat necessary.

MT. BENNETT: What points?

Mr. CARDIN: I would have said that
there is another side ta, the pictune hie bas
been giving, but I do not want ta go inta
that now; no good is ta be derived from doing
so. However I assure my right hon. friend
and the other hon. members that I have not
interfered and do not propose ta intenfere
witb the contractors wben they are doing the
works provided for in these estimates.

Mn. BENNETT: Will the hon, gentleman
prevent them fnam heing interfened witb?

Mn. CARDIN: Yes.

Mn. STEWART: I take it from the state-
ment of the minister that these wonks will
be canried an under the provisions of the
Public Works acts which pravide that for
any works casting more than $5,O00 public
tenders shaîl be invited. The act cantains
a furtber provision that in cases of emer-
gency, or where the officers of the depart-
ment centify that in their opinion tbe work
can better be done by the officens and ser-
vants of the department, tenders need nat
be invited. Obviously that is the case with
respect ta some items; repairs and overbaul-
ing of a building I know froni experience


