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Facory, James bay, we mnet with very hewvy ice in the
Hudson strait. We entered the ice pack off Resolution
isisnd about Juiy 27 and did not see open water again
till eleven days after. 0f course there were snany
huge icebergs seen each day when the ýfoga permitted.
Sirice that year it bas always been a miatter cdf grest
interest to us in the bay to, hear the annuel news
nf how many days tihe ship was in the ice, and only
once, as fer as I cor recollect did the ahip corne
through the streit and down thse bay without en-
countering any.

Northlerly winds are thea most prevalent in the Hud-
son bey and that must account for the ice rensaining
in the Hudson bey tiil towards the cniddae of Auguat
as a ride. Then &gain, the waters, being su coid, we
inevitably experience haavy f ogs efter every rain stnrsn.

Knowing the great interest that bas been stirred up
in Canada re the Hudson bay route te, Engiand, I
asked thse ceptain of thse S.S. Nakopie on the l2th of
August, 1920 what he thought of Churchill as a bar-
bour and fie etaaed that only two, shipa, the aise of
tise Naskepie, eouid ba anchored at one time in that
harbour and f bat aven they basf tnuched bnttom there
that year when a strong northeest gaie was biowing.
On Xugust 7 they met with ica in thea nortisern part
of James bey and did nt get f ree for three days.
The ice drove thse ahip on to a shoai but thcy for-
tunately managed to get free again.

During thse firat two weeks osf October, I understand,
thba heavy ice of Fox ebennel cornes muuth and passes
througls the Hudson strait and that is the moat dan-
gerous of ail, as the coid weather is aiready, setting in
by that tise.

There cao ba no possible doubt that any vessai
going to tisa Hudson bey must be strengtsened in
order te corne through safeiy, for thse le wiii inevit-
a.bly be met as a mile bafora August 7 and suber October
i. Now it bas bean statad tisat a vesse! larger than
5,000 tons cannot be navigated in the ice, a-id that
strengthening the vessai for tise ice means Itsing a
certain percent of its carryimg power. It is a signi-
ficant fact, wisicis should neot ba overlooked, that tise
Hudson's Bay Company, after a very long experience,
use specisi vessais, and are now building one -for tisa
bay whicb. cermet ba a profitablie cargo boat in the
ordinary sense of the word, but buiit in reation to
tisat exceptionai. condition whunh obtains in those
northern waters.

As regards tise establisising cf aeriai. observation
posta in tbe Hudson straita, wouid not the danse, fogs
which are so ýpreva1ent interfere in ioca'ting eny pos-
sible open channels tisera?

Every une :I have met wiso bas had any exparience
in the two, baya is of the opinion (apart frein tise
iack of gond harbours) that the ica and fog conditions
are sncb fihat the Hudson bey routa to Engiand will
neyer ýprove a succass.

1 wouid further state as regards the arnalier vesseis
actuai'iy used -in tise bey avery nommer, tisat thay
usuaiily stop sailing by tise end of Septezober. Tha
Hudsnn'a Bay Comspany, haveae ninety ton angine
boat, wisicis supplies the cargnes te ths soutisern poste
of James bey dssring the firat two weeks of Juiy, and
starta for Great Wisaie river post, Hudson bey (soutis-
eat) about Auguat 1, teking a routa along tiesahabe
se as to avoid thea ica. Two or tisree of these vessais
were brnught in through the Hudson straits originaliy
during tise latter part of August and in Septembar for
use et Fort York aud Moose Faetory.

Personaily I usad a eanne myseif in rny surnmer
journeys f roan post to post as I found f rom experience
thet I couid have a better chsanca of getting tbrough
by tisat means, since iny fifteen ton barge was forced
up on te tise landl of Cape Jones by tise ice un Juiy
15 many years ega.

In conciuding, I woisid like te ad4 for your inform-
ation tisat in taking Vise tamperature cf tise waters
f romt different depths in Hudsnn bay 'tisa ighest I
obtained et tisa surface during tise diottest tima of tisa
surniner waa 47 degrees fahrenheit.

Your sinceraiy,
(11ev.) W. (3. WAI.TON.

I would like te quote one sentence front a
second letter I received from him dated May
4, 1926.

You nsay assuredly use my name and any informa-
tien I give you in eny way yon desire. The bey
(Hudson) on the eastero aide freezes over for e
distnce of about 130 miles out from dise coest in thse
vicinity of the two Whaie rivera, owing to tise cisein
of isiands caiied Uhe sentis and nonsh Blsisers. Tisera
are sema excellent naturai tsajlbours liera -and tisera
along tise whole of the esstarn aide cf James and
Hudson beys.

He speaks also of the fish, but I will flot take
tirne to read his statement. He practically
says that there is no possibllity of its ever
becoming an important fishing centre.

In closing, I Wish ta point out that I arn
not opposing, and many hion. members on this
side of the House are flot opposing, the ex-
penditure of money putting into shape this
Hudson bay route as a colanization and de-
velopmental road. We on this side of the
House are just as sincere as my hion. friends
who are fighting for completion of the raad,
but we 'have a perfect right to take issue and
conitend that before we add ta thie immense
debt of the country another twenty-five or
thirty million, we should know what we are
doiibg and we should have a proper investi-
gaion as ta the feasibility of te route. As
we can do that at a cost of about 8100,000
by using aur own Canadian Government
Merchant Marine boats, I think it is only a
fair proposition. The minister should con-
sider that while fie is carrying on the pro-
posed construction, the investigation could be
made. It is a fair and an absolutely honcst
proposition so far as I arn concerned, and if
I arn in the Hause when this matter corntes
back to us, and if the report of that investi-
gation shows it is a feasible route, I will
gladly support my hion. friends from the west
in regard ta it.

Mr. SANDERSON: The letter my hion.
friend read referred ta the port of Churchill,
not Nelson.

Mr. MÂNION: Yes, I understand Churchill
is a very much better port than Nelson.

Mr. SANDERSON: That is flot my hon.
friend's opinion.

Mr. MANION: I have not offered my own
opinion. I have not said anything about it


