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perty, as most of themn do. But this very
sacred right of the people ini these great
national play-grounds, which wiii become
more and more valuable yearly and lese
capable of being restored if they are destroyed,
should be definitely fixed now. I would there-
fore again appeal to the minister to take
action in this matter. I referred to this
matter a year ago, and I du think that this
invasion of our national parka should be held
off until auch a policy as I have suggested is
definitely decided upon so that parliament
may deal with any applications that may be
made. I appeal to the mînister with con-
fidence, for 1 think that bath lis heart and
bis mind are inclined to respond to the appeal.

,Mr. SHAW: Wiith tmuch of what the hon.
member (Mr. Stevens) bas said, I find no ob-
jedhion.. We Éhould inaugurate a deflniite
parks poliL-y for the preservation of our iparka
and for theïr imairtenace s far as possible
in the mtursil et2ate. Buit there arises one
dificul'ty wbicb we muet niot overlook, and
that for remsous w-hich have never been satis-
factorily expleineki so far ns I knvw. There is
I thînk eomething over 9,000 square miles of
Parlka in Alberta, prautically ahl along the
eastern frinige of [the Rocky mounitainis, and
this national 'park ares, was establiabied. I ho-
lieve largely for the purpose of creating a forest
reserve. It was flot beaause, the scenic beauity
of Ithat ores was of such great value that it
had to ho preserved intact for generations to
corne; the faut je that -large portions of it are
who4ly unfit from this -Point of view. Now, the
first; thing that we ahould do ia to make a
carefuq survey and select tibose poqitions af
the preseiNt eStablisheki Park areas which are
sudteible çimaMdy for parka, and properly
ea-feguard theun, so that no disposition shall
be made of any conSerions 'therein without
ibhe consent od pariliamnent. The request of my
lion. friend in tis regaï-d ie reasonable; I
know that is -the .poley of which tihe National
Barla Asaooation- approves. But in this viast
area of national parla in western Canada there
are et present great coal deposita -andi perhaps
vist minerai deposita as welil. la that entire
ares to be preserved intact wàthout develop-
ment of anar kind? 'It seeme tio me that suidh
a ,polioy is neithes. wise nor desirable. I think
the firet %bing we slwould do ie to carefully
selekit Our Park areas and eee rthat they are
meintained.

With regard te the Calgary power praposi-
tfion, one cann*ot deny that the area, so far (as
tIhe lakes are concerned, je of considerabje
soenic value. And I do not think there would
be any difficuLty in duplinating the Spray

lakes in a dozen differeut Places in Albsi.
I have had the privilege of visi'ting this ares
two years in succession, laet year and the year
befome; and in order to have my Opinion con-
finned, I bad the pleasure of going u~p with
tlhe bon. member for Bow River (Mr. Garland)
lest yeur. But a laurge portion of the area ha@
been burned over, and the whole emtent of it
ie a splendid indication of what can Ïbe done
by irresponsible Jogging companies. It lins ail
been lumbered -and slasbed andi the whole ares,
bias been buvned over, so that from the stand-
Point of etVrbekvemme dts value is practicahy
insignificanit exoept 'for the lakes. I arn not 0o
sure that the flooding of a large portion of
tlhet area would not snake it a greait deal more
valuable from Ithe acenit standpoint tihn it je
to-day. If there la9 a Possibility of water-
power developm ent in this area I see no reason
why th-, province uf Alberta should no-t be
given the vigbt, if it so deaires, to secure that
privilege; buît I woul firat see to it tbat the
plark aee Mes selented. This commerciali sec-
tion is not eapeci&lly vaJuable for scen.ic pur-
poses and at lemet a consîdersible portion of 'it
could be taken out Of the park ares, I ses
no reason why tbe Spray lakes a-rea, tlould
ho proeerved for its scenlic value, because to
be fvank it bas ve.ry liiitte spart from the
lakes; and I thi-nk most people wbo bave
been in that area wjil agree witb wbat I say.
I have p9easure in seconding the remarks of
the lion-. nember for Vancouver Centre (Mr.
Stevens). We should establisb a definite park
pohicy at the earlie#t Possible date, under
which tthere would be no enicroachment for
commlercQial PurPOses, Save only with the
sanction of this parliament.

Mr. WOODSWORTHI: Mr. Chairman,
under this item I should like to make a few
remarks with regard to the more general
question of water-powers. The member for.
Vancouver Centre (Mr. Stevens) bias made
a plea for the sacred rig.hts of the people in
our national pisygrounds. 1 sbould like to
urge the sacred rights of the people in tbe
watev-powers cf this country. At the present
time in Great Britain and througbout a good
part of the continent they are taking very
great care of their water-powers, they are
beginning to realize that in view of the electri-
cal development that is going on these are
invaluable and ought to be preserved Io the
state as a national asset, not to be alienated.
In the United States we have learned tbrougb
other debates in this House that a good deal
bias been said about the need *of a wide policy.
Various companies are talking about saine
super Power developmnent. Unfortunately


