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storage business throughout the country; Mr. CROTHERS: I did flot think my hion.
we bave examined into the way in which friend was here ail the time.
collieries are conducted as to pricas and all M.ACO LD Myon redme
that sort of thing«, and in a few days 1 wilî anMrguen MADOaL: Mycs ho. ri made ti
have ready a full report which. 1 expect to .
placed upon the Table ajnd wbich will set iquiries hae had parformad his duty.
forth the de1tails of what we have done in Mr. CROTHERS: I said, if my hion.
these various lines. 0f course, the great friend was bere, or if hie was out 9f the
majority of the people of this country House, that wa had sent questionaîres to
understand the main factors in the risa of ail the coal dealers in Canada and that
prices, altbough thay are confidently told by froin reports which we had raceived under
those who have an object in view that there oathi and from other information, we were
are other causas. It is probably safe to say satisfied that the coal dealers were. not mak-
that thirty million men, if not a good many ing any undue profits and that there were
more, have be;en withdrawn from produc- no conmbinations as to coal except in one or
tive work to engage in destructive work. It two places.
is said that thbse men consume at laast Mr. MACDONALD: I heard all that.
fifty per cent more than they would if they
were civilians. That gives us tha equivalent Mr. CROTHERS: Then why does mny
of 45,000,000 maen consunîing foodstuffs and lion friend say that I hava done nothing?
producing nothing, withdrawn from pro- Wa have dona the saine thî.ýg in regard to
ductive labour and engaged in destructive stigar, cold storaga, etc.
labour. Belore the war broke out, there N4r. MACIXINALD: What my hion. friand
was just about enough food grown to cover lias said ineans that ha considers there is
the world's consumption; we had not to no duty trw pnhmo pnteGv
throw any surplus food into the ocean. ernment to deal with the 'whole question
Take 45,000,000 men from producing; set of the food supply of this country in some
themn to destroy life and property; take that, drastic and imparativa manner. Why dîd
in connection with the fact that last year, my hon. friend procaad undar the War
with slight exceptions in certain places, MessAct and bave an Oxder in Coun'cil
crops were short the world over, and with
ail this destruction and waste going on pa.;sed giving hlm plenary powers, if-the
lassenling production, and you have the p.owars hae was going to taka simply con-

inai fator casin theadvncein rics ssted in the power toi investigate matters
Somai facetels cus thte dvane in pricas by asking certain peopla certain questions?

ii due to cold storage and combinations. 1I osm in red ent a htti
admt tat n sme ase thse hins hveGovernment could not have taken, undar

had a sliglit influence on pricas, but the teWrMaue cpwr fsc
main factors are thosa I have stated. We nature that they would be enabled to deal
are eadeavouring under that Order ln Coun- w ith problems of this kind and fix the cost
cil oofe ofra exten to afect of staple articles at figures within the reach
ences that, to a slight xet iyafc ofteodnr nidulInhscuty

e pToduce approximnately 200,000,000 bmsah-prices, but on tha whola the others are theasofganwera*and"cnuesl
main factors. eso riweesCnd osmsol

1 50,000,000 at tha most. Does my hon. friend
Mr. MACDONALD: My hion. friand has mnean to say that thara are no means that

in the course of lits few remnarks admitted hae or bis associatas lu the Govarnment could
that, altbough a condition has existed, hie have davised by which the 'people of this
bias done nothing to remedy it. countrv couid have receivad the bread thay

Mr. CROTHERS: He bias not admitted raquira at soe figure within reason, con-
anytbing of the kind. sidering that wve produce lu this country

four times what we consume and that we
Mr. MACDONALD: WiIl my bion. friend have such a huga surplus for export abroad?

kindly rastate what hie bias done?
Mr. BURNHAM: Free wheat will havieMr. CROTHERS: I thought I made my- tliat aff ect.

salf perfactiy clear. Miy lion. friand was
not ln the House at the tima, I am told.

Mr PUGSLEY: The ministar appointad
-some committeas.

Mr. MACDONALD: 1 was la tha Huse.
[Mr. Crothers.]

Mr. MACDONALD: 1 do not în'tend to
pay any attention to my hion. friand. who
dreams about thiings. The situation shows
that in regard to this matter the minister
apparen-tly thought bis duty was ended


