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are not in the interest of the fishing iadustry, and
that they are destructive to the fish, them a bold
stand should be taken by the Minister, and a

olicy dectded uponm which will preserve our
gghi.*xg mdustry to w1 desire to call the

attention of the Minister to the fact that pound- | 3
 dealers, with moderate capital, were stationed at differ-

net licenses have been gramted for Lake St. Clair.
I think that is a most unfortunate thing.
is one fish more choice than another, found in the
fresh water lakes and rivers of the country, it is
the black bass.  Lake St. Clair is the home and
the breeding ground of the black bass, and if the
system of pound-net fishing is continved on Lake

St. Clair, 1t is safe to predict that the time is not |

far distant when no black bass will be found in
that lake. Black bass is the fish of the sportsman
in this country, and it is a notorious fact that they
have, within the kst few vears, become exceed-
ingly scarce. There can be no possible reason why

that fine fish should be allowed to be canght by !
the ton in pound-nets, instead of being canwght by !

the fishermen with the ordinary seine-net or by the
hook and hHne of the sportsman.

one copper’s worth of advantage for all this black
bass canght in Lake St Clair, because, without
any exception whatever, it tinds its way to the
Detroit and Buffalo markets.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left the Chair

After Recess.

Mr. EISTER. When the House rose at six
oclock, 1 was attempting to point ont to the Minis-
ter of Fisheries the objections to granting Heenses
for poand-net fishing ,
as stromgly as possible to emphasize those ebjec-
tions 1é

grounds of the black bass are there; and I wouk
add that it is the resort of thonsands of sportsmen

from all parts of this continent during the fishing |

season. On the Plats Cunal entering into Lake
St. Clair there are club houses, hotels and resi-

dences, where through the heated season there is|

a population, Qoating and stationary, of many hun-
dreds of people, if not thousands. The experience
of the past few years, since these pound-nets have
been allowed to be used in fishing in Lake St. Clair,
is that the black bass have been graduaily beconing
fewer each year, until to-day it is with dJdith-
culty that a person fishing with a rod can get a
supply of fish there at all. In addition to all this,
all the fish caught in Lake St. Clair are at once
sent to the markets of Detroit and Buffalo. T ven-

ture the assertion that in the cities of Toreoato, |

London, Kingston or Montreal, or any other eity
in this Dominlon a person would tind great ditienlty

to-day in purchasing a black bass  The business |
of fishing with pound-nets has fallen altogether|
ies. Thereisa]

into the hands of American com
rreat fishing combination in the United States
There is the Manitoba Fishing Company, ncorpor-
ated under the laws of th;ngmte of Michigan, in
which £, W. Gauthier is one of the principal stock-
holders, as well as the Buffalo Fish Company and
the Detroit Fishk Company. These large and power-
ful companies have succeeded in getting comtrol of
the principal Asheries on Lake Huron and Georgian

H there |

‘ The Province of |
Omtario, or the Dominton of Canada, does not get |

in Lake St Clair, and I desive |

stated, and I now repeat, that that lake|
is the home of the black bass—that the spawning |

House to pages 97 and 98 of the report of Mr. Wik~
mot, & gentleman well capable of giving an opinion

wpen the question under discussion, where he uses

' these words 2

_“Before closing this report Ibeg to eall yomr atten~
tion to the fact that in former years wholesale

ingwood, Meaford, Ower: Sovnd
and other places, and purohased from timee to time the
fish brought to market by the Gshermen of Georgian Bay :
- but X regret to saythat an extensive fish company. com=
posed of Americanm capitalists, have boaght or squeezed
out all the local dealers, and now have a complete mono-
poly of the fish eanght in these waters, * As the
- Georgian Bay Is the main souree of fish food for the Pro~
vinee of Ontario, and the Buffalo fish monepoly now have
-eomplete control of it. it is only reusonable to assume—
i fact the presemt aspeet indicates that Cansdians
weill miv be enabled to secure supplies of salmon trout and
- white at a very high market price, and only then
when there is an over-supply for the Ameriean trade,

- I conversation with interested fishermen at various
points, and i the vietnity of Wiarton (the main export
depot of the American fish company). 1 find thet com-
siderable dissatisfaction exists among Canadian fisher-
men om account of the privileges which American
capitalists have wusurped, snd whick they elaim must
soon drive the Canadizas out of the trade of exporting
fish altogether.”

There is mno guestion that this portionm of M
Wilmot's report is fully warranted by all the facts
of the case.  GentJemen living in any of the citles
of this Dominion will bear me out in the statement:
that in those eitiesit is almest impossible to obtain
fresh fish that are tit for food. 1 understand that
- Americans are not allowed to take out licenses
thelr own names : but they evade the law by getting
some poor fellow to take out a lcense in s own
name, though having neither the capital nor the
 appliances for fishing and not intending to fisk, and
perhaps only employed in the establishwent of one
of these compunies as an ordinary workman.  Such
& license enables one of these American compantes
to cateh fish in Canadian waters and take then into
the United States free of duty, because they make
‘a declaration at the port to which the fisheve
 shipped that all their fishing appliances belong to
Amertcan citizens. The consegurence is that while
we gramt a lcense to the Camadian, he ts not its
owner, but only the trustee for the American citizen,
Auwerican fiskhermen can thus take their fishinto the
' United States free of duty, while Canadian fisher-
men are met at the border by a duty which makes it
- exceedingly unprofitable, partieularly toa small tish-
| erman, toengage in thebusiness, Thereisacase with-
inmy own knowledge of a tisherman taking S3of fish
' to Port Huron, where, before he got through he had
to pay S2.90 in the shape of duties, entry charges
 and other expenses, the payments thus amounting
 nearly to the valve of the fish in our market. Now,
' T maintain that a license ought not to be granted
to any person unless he can show to the satisfaction
of the department that he is able and intends to
‘on and fish on his own account. It is not right
that the law should be evaded as it is and homest
fishermen driven out, because under existing cir-
| cumstances it is_impossible for local fishermen to
compete with those great companies who throw
 every obstacle in their way. Speaking for fake
' Huron, I can say that these Americans ¢o not give
- any em%oyment whatever to (Canadian fishermen.
 They take out & tugboat from Port Huron, the pro-
- perty of a large fishing firm there, vun it alongside
their net, and load the fish into the tng. The men
 on the boat do all the work, there isnot the expense

ent points, sueh ss Colk

Bay. In proof of this statement I would refer the
Mr. LisTER. '

 of a single dollar among Canadians ; the Americans



