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will canse the enquiry to be made which I have asked for.
This is a matter, g»erhaps, which does not affect many members
in this House, but it affects materially many of my con-
stituents, and it is a matter which deserves the consideration
of the Government. If the Government have been led away
by misrepresentations in granting the concessions which the
Mackenzie Administration declined to grant, I hope those
concessions will be withdrawn. As matters stood under the
late Minister of Customs, everything that could be desired
for the protection of life and property was granted, and it
would be very unsatisfactory to those interested and to the
Canadian marine to have any further concessions or
indulgences granted to United States’ wrecking vessels in
Canadian waters, without something being granted to our
vessel owners beyond the mere privilege of being allowed to
rescue wrecks in our own waters.

Mr. PLUMB. The question that hasbeen brought forward
by the hon. member for Essex (Mr. Pattevson) is entitled to
the serious consideration of the House. My hon. friend has
truly stated that the question does not interest directly a
large portion of the members of this House, but he has also
stated truly that it interests directly the whole Canadian
commerce. It isa very great question, in which the respec-
tive rights of the Provinces and of the United States are
directly interested, and it is one, of course, which we can
approach without prejudice to the question which may arise
between the two Governments, and we can state the
position in which we are, and ask for the judgment of the
House and the opinion of tho Government on the subject.
It is well known that, whether by the authority of the
American Government or not, the most extraordinary
regulations: have been made to protect the American
wrecking vessels on the one side, and to cxclude our
wrecking vessels on the other. I know a case wherea vessel
in extreme peril was rescued by a Canadian tug, and that
tug was seized, I think, in the Detroit River and subjocted
to a heavy fino for doing what was an act of merey, and
for which she should have been rewarded, rather than
muleted. It is, of course, obvious that it is impossiblo for
any wrecking arrangements to be made, which shall have
vessels at all points where wrecks may possibly happen,
that can rescue property, and the only possible service
which these people can perform, is the salvage of property,
not the saving of life. Itis well known that during the
great stress of weather, under which wrecks occur, it is
almost impcssible to bring any vessel, no matter how well
manned, to the immediate succor of the vessel in distress,
An efficient company, with good appliatices, on this side of
the border, should have every possible encouragement, and
I believe it is intended that, before this Session is conelnded,
a Bill shall be introduced to charter companies of that kind.
I have no doubt that the service can be made perfestly
efficient, provided the incorporators have the protec-
tion of the Goveirnment, which, 1 think, they
have a right to expect, for 1 think they have a preferential
right within the jurisdiction of Canada to perform their
services upon the lakes over which Canada has control.
This last season has been especially prolific in accidents,
showing that an efficient service of that kind is required. 1
do not think in the history of the commerce of the lakes
there has been such extensive disasters accompanied by »uch
a loss of 1i'e and property, as have occurred within the last
two or th:es months up'n Lakes Krie and Ontario. All
these disa:t>rs warn us that there should be a system adopted
which woul | encourage Canadians with the necessary capital
to combine for carrying on a very meritorious and important
service connected with their inland commerce. I think the
Houe is under the greatest obligation to the hon. member
for Essex for bringing this matter before us. I trust a
discussion on this subject will take place, and that tlgo-e
gentlemen who are practically acquainted with the subject,
those whose residence on the great inland waters have led

them to investigate the rubject, will follow up this discusaion,
80 that we may be enabled to know the difficulties which
have heretofore attended the formation of a Canadian com-
pany, and be able to judge of the pressing importance of the
case which has been presented by the hon. member for
Essex. Residing, as I do, upon the borders of one of
the great lakes; knowing, as I do, the constant
necessity for a wrecking organization; knowing, as
I do, that as long as we are hampered in the
way we are, and as long as it is claimed that the necessity
in regard to mattors of this kiud is like that jug-handled
reciprocity of which we used to hear in days gone by—all
on one side—just 8o long wo shall be prevonteg from doing
what we ought to do in the way of organizing compunies to
perform this kind of rervice. The interference of wreckers
from the other side is altogether accidental; they are not
bound to come ; thoy come when it is their interest to come,
and they stay away when they can employ thomselves better
otherwise. I trust that these associations —there are one or
two very good ones, 1 believe, ou Lake Erie—will be
encouraged to continue their work, to onlarge their capital,
and to do the kind of servico cfficiently for which they wore
created ; and 1 commend to the careful attention of the House
the remarks which were made by my hon. friend from Essex
(Mr. Patterson), and I think that as this discussion
proceeds, it wiil bo found that he had the strongest grounds
for presenting this motion to the House, and that it will
meet with that careful attontion, which any practical
subject is sure to receive from the practical representatives
of tho people assembled hero to-night.

Mr. McCALLUM. This is not a new subject in this
House. Since the late Government issued instructions to
guide the Customs’-house officers on the inland waters of
this Dominion, the American newspapers have publishoed
articles in the attempt, by bluster, toinduce the Governmont
to giwe way on thir guestion. They toll us that the
Canadian vessels are not fit to do the work ; but they do not
particularize, If they cannot montion any case in which
life or property has been lost in the inlund waters of this
Dominion, through the inability of Canadiun tug owners to
perform tho work they undertake to do, 1 thiu%: 1t is high
timo they should stop this cry. They also raised the cry
that men were saving lifo in American waters, I know of
no law, Canadian or otherwise, that punishes a man for
saving life or for wsuving a  vessel, in distress.
Buat there is a law, and they have cnforced it
in the United States, prohibiting foreign or Canadian
vessels from saving wrecked vessels on American shores;
and for years the Americans had the whole inland waters of’
this country as a preservo for themselves. 'The Canadian
Government allowed them to do tho work for years, while
Americans would not allow Canadians to do the same in their
waters. To say that to allow Canadians to go into their
waters is an equivalent, is absurd, because ninety out of every
hundred wrecks occur in Canadian waters. If they are
in earnest, let them throw open the coasting trade of the
United States, but if not, let them give our tugs the privilege
to tow from one port to another. 1f they do that, the Cana-
dians are able to take care of themselves; and if they will not,
I ask the Government to protect the Canadians, The Customs
officers of this country are too lenient in this matter, and it
is high time they should be looked after. Why, Mr. Evarts
in Congress said, that the highest official of the Canadian
Government was controlled by a Canadian wrecking ring.
Very complimentary to the high officials of the Canadian
Government! It is said the American Government
passed an  Act of Congress on this question. I
would ask hon. gentlemen to scan that Act clorely,
If my memory serves me. there were two Acts
passed in Congress at the same time : one offered reciprocity
1o the Canadians, the ‘other prohibited towing in the waters

| of the United States; so that, taking the two together, they



