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wil cause the enquiry to be made which I bave asked for. them to investigato the subjeot, wlll follow up tlisdiscum'on
This is a matter, perhaps, which does not affeet many membere so that wo zay bc enabled to know the difficuitiee which
in this House, but it affects materially many of my con- have heretofore attended the formation of a Caadian oom-stituents, and it is a matter which deserves the consideration pany, and bc able to judge of the pressing importance of the
of the Government, If the Government have been led awty case whih hm been preeentod by the hoay. momber for
by misrepresentations in granting the concessions which the Essex. Residing, as 1 do, upon the borders of one of
Mackenzie Administration declined to grant, I hope thoso the great lakes; knowing, as 1 do, the constant
concessions will be withdrawn. As matters stood under the neeessity for a wrecking organization; knowing, as
late Minister of Customs, everything that could be desired I do, that ai long as we are harpored in the
for the protection of life and property was granted, and it way we are, and as long as it is camed that the neomity
would be very unsatisfactory to those interested and to the in regard to mattors of'this kind is like that jug-handled
Canadian marine to have any further concessions or reciprocity of which wo used to hear in days gone by-all
indulgences granted to United States' wrecking vessels in on one side-just so long wo shah hbcprented from doing
Canadian waters, without somiething being granted to our what we ought to do in the way of orgaiizing companies to
vessel owners beyond the more privilege of being allowed to perform this kind of service. The interfororce of wrockers
rescue wrecks in our own waters. fror the other sie is altogether accidentai; they arc fot

Mr. PLUMB. The question that has been brought forward bourd to core;-they cone when it is tiîir interost to corne,
by the hon. member for Essex (Mr. Patterson) is entitled to ad thcy stay away when they eu enploy thomselves botter
the serions consideration of the House. My hon. friend has othcrwisc. 1 trust that tiieo associations -there are one or
truly stated that the question does not interest directly a two very good onos, 1 beliovo, on Lake Erie-wili be
large portion of the members of this Ilouse, but lie lias also encouraged to continue their work, te cîdarge thoir capital,
stated truly that it interests directly the whole Canadian and b do the kind of'service efleictitly for which they wore
commerce. It is a very great question, in which the respec- created; and 1 conmiend to lie ealulattentionoftheflouse
tive rights of the Provinces and of the United States are thecreinarkd which were made by niy bon. friend frornEssx
directly interested, and it is one, of course, which we can (.r. Patterson), and I think that as this discussion
approach without prejudice to the question which may arise proeeeds, it wiII ho fùuud that lie iad tho strongemt grounds
between the two Governments, and we can state the for-prcscnting this motion to tho Ilouse. and that it wilI
position in which we are, and ask for the judgment of the meet with that careful attention, which any prartical
House and the opinion of the Government on the subjeet. subject 18 sure to receive from tho practicul representativo5
It is well known that, whetlher by the authority of the of tîxepeeple nssembied here to-nigbt.
American Government or not, the most extraordinîary Mr. MoCALLUi. This is not a riw subject lathis
regulations have been muade to protect the Anericani lotise. Sinco he laie Governnîciît isin1ed iriructiens te
wrecking vessels on lhe one side, and to exchide our guide th e officers 0n the irid waters of
wrecking vessels on the other. I know a case whîerc a vessel ibis 1onioli, the Ameiean iieW'slipei's have pUbii$lîed
in extremne peril was rescued by a Canadian tag, and that articles in the atteinpt, by blustu, leindue the Governinont
tug was seizod, I think, in the Detroit River and subjcted ro giv wuy on ii question. Tley toil us that the
to a heavy fine for doing what was an aet of mergy, and Caiadian veseis are not fit to do the work; but they do not
for which she should have been rewardcd, rather thari particularize. ttey cannotntion ariy cage in which
muleted. It is, of course, obviouîs that it is impossible for lie or propcrty lis buen lost in the inland waters of ibis
any wrecking arrangements to be made, which shall have Dominion, through the inalility of'Cliiîdiun tug owners to
vessels at all points wherc wreeks may possibly happeri, perforthicwork tbcy undertake Iodo, 1 thitî k it is bigh
that can rescue property, and the only possible service urne they should 5101> Ibis cry. Tboy aise raiscd the cry
which these people can perform. is the salvage of property, that mcmi wcro saving lic linAmericaniwaters. I know cf
not the saving of life. It is weill known that during theo o1w, Canadian or otherwîsc, that Jniéthes a man for
great stress of weather, un-der which wrecks oceur, it is savîng ifo or lor saving a vessel, iridistioss.
almost impcssible to bring any vessel, no matter how well ut there im n 1mw, nnd lhoy havo enforced it
manned, to the imnediate sumecor of the vessel iri distress. in the United States, proiibiting foreigm or Canadian
An efficient company, with good apiances, on this side of vessels frem savirg wrccked vessels on Anerican shores;
the border, should havo evory possible encouragement, and and for ycnrsthe Amoricans iai the whole iniand waters of
I believe it is intended that, before this Session is concluded, this country as a pieserve for tlîmselves. rlho Canadian
a Bill shall be introduced to charter companies of that k<irnd. Govcrnrent allowcd bhem te do the work for years, while
I have no doubt that the service can be made perfectly Ainemicais WOUl(>t a]liw Canadians te do the same in their
efficient, provided the incorporators bave the prote- waters. To say that to allow <hiadians te go into their
tion of the Goveiment, which, I think, they waters is an equivaleut, is absurd, because ninety out of evory
have a right to expect, for I think thîey have a preferential undred wrecks occur in Canadian waters. If they are
right within the jurisiction of Canada to perform thei r in lot them tîrow open the coustirg trade of the
services upon the lakes over which Canada lias control. United States, but if net, lot thcm give our tugs the privi]ego
This last season has been especially prolifie in accierits, te tow fromoeport te another. Ifthey do that, t e Cana-
showing that an efficient service of that kind is required. I dians aie ale tetake enie othemsehves; and if they will net,
do not think in the history of the commerce of the lakes I askthe Gevernment te proteet the Canadians. The Customs
there has been such extensive disasters accompanied by suchofficers et this country are tee lenient in this matter, and it
a loss of li'e and property, as have occurred within the last is biglime thcy sbould bo hooked after. Why, Mr. lvarts
two or th: eý months upun Lakes Erie and Ontario. Ail in Congress said, that the iglîst officiai of the Canadian
these disa tars warn us that thbere should be a system adopted Governint wascontrolied by a Canadian wrecking ring.
which woul I encourage Canadians with the necessary capital Very complimentary te the high officiais of the Canadian
to combine for carrying on a very meritorious and important Government lu is said the American Government
service ronnected with iheir inland commerce. I think the passed an Act of Congress on this question. 1
H1ouï e is under the greatest obligation to the hon. member wouid ask hon, gentlemen te scan that Act chouely.
for Essex for bringing this matter before us. I trust a If my neuory serves me, there were two Acts
discussion on this subject will take place, and that tho-e passed in Congress at the same time: one offered reciprocity
gentlemen who are practically acquainted with the subject, to the Canadians, the 'otier prehibited towing in the waters
those whose residence on the great inland waters have led I of the United States; se that, taking the two together, they


