I believe the history of the detention and subsequent releacse
cf Caprains Patten and Thomson, as well as of two Vicinamese in the
exploy of the Internaticaal Comaissicn of Control snd S:pzrvisicn, is
rell imcoim to other delegations. At the suggestion of the chaimzan, in
ord:r to facilitate the Commission's negotiaticns with the PRG for the
rcicas? of the two Canadian Captains, the Canadizn Delzeation has refrein:d
from nalding public statevents on this matter. At this session, acting on
instructicas from the Cancdian Governzent, I would ncw like 10 draw atten~
tion to those aspects of the case which rmust be of particular concern to
a1l those who, like us, subscribe to the view that ICCS members were in-
vited to Viet-Nam by the Parties, and while they are here are entitled,
as clearly specified in the Agreement, to protection by the Parties exd
to full diplematic immunity.

In the first place, when Captains Patten and Thomson were first
detairad on June 28, they were in Canadian wniform, carrying Conadian
idantitication, and travelling in a vehicle with proper XICCS markings.
Supsequenvly, however, tney weyre tola vy their capiurs Lhat thicy wiae
#fulse ICCS', a phrase which seemred to nean either that they could not ba
considzired real ICCS unless they were in the company of the other dsie-
gations and liciscn cfficers, or that they might even be cpics masjusesading
as Canadian ICC3 nmembers. Indeed it would appear that the TRG soidless
had apecific instructions to securs so-called "false ICCS' merbers, and it
was on the basis of these instructions that Captains Fatten and Themsen
vere taken into custody.

In our view, to maintain that an individual or delegaticn does
not have ICCS status unless in the ccapany of ropresentatives from the
other three delegations and liaiscn officers constitutes a wholly un-
rcasonable and wunwarranted interpretation of the agreement and one which
i2 cpplied by all ths Parties in the same way would reduce the Ccamissicn
to total impstence. For a variety of reasons the fcur-menber delegaticas
do not always work or travel together, and in this case it was impossible,
because of coznituents elsewhere, fur the otker delegations to accempany
ths Canadians, The question of liaison officers tends to be scadexic as
loag as the PIG does not deploy its Two-Party Joint Military Cezmissicn
personnel to the regicns. To maintain that the Canzdian ofiicers migliv
have been spiec—presumably Acerican—driving arcund disgnised as Canadizns,
is far fetched, In any case tke soldiers who first encountered the
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