
Harley Trudeau of the Executive Councîl Office of Yukon govemment, raised the need to
overcome barriers for northemn institutions to access federal educational and research grants; the
current criteria frequently excludes them.

Canada-United States Relations

The roundtable was held the same day that Prime Minister Jean Chretién and President George
W. Bush met for the first time. Roger Simmons, Consul General of Canada in Seattle, said that
the hype that Chretién and Bush may disagree was predictable. When they meet,"it's about
leaders dealing with how things are," he said. Bush is a strong supporter of a Free Trade Area of
the Americas.

"If the border works, the relationship works." Sinimons described the Canada-United States
relationship as primarily an economic relationship, citing USI) $1 .3 billion of product per day
crossing the border and that this relationship is even stronger on the Canadian side of the border.
While the United States has invested USU $212 billion in Canada, Canadians have invested USD
$145 billion ini the United States, a per capita investmnent ratio of seven-to-one, ini favor of the
United States."You'll see examples of having two flags and one community" ail along the
border.

Despite these facts, Canada and the United States, especially among citizens, can and should
form stronger bonds.

"We have flot done enough to maxipize the economic, academic and cultural relations between
Canada and Alaska," he said. With regard to the Alaska Nature and Wildlife Reserve and plans
for an installation of a gas pipeline, Simmons said Canada needs to be aware of the clout oftdie


