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RESEARCH IN LATIN AMERICA

The International Development Research Centre
recently announced the beginning of two major agri-
cultural research projects that are to be conducted
with the financial support of Canada's bilateral
assistance program for Latin America, each valued at
$3.25 million.

Research activities are to be managed by the
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Sciences Division of
the IDRC on behalf of the Canadian International
Development Agency.

One of the two programs is aimed at improving
the nutritive value of cassava (the root source of
tapioca); the other is concerned with the further de-
velopment of triticale, a man-made cereal grain.

CASSAVA
The cassa

particularly those grown in food-deficient areas of
the world where climatic conditions are often un-
favourable for cereal grain production. Triticale, it
is hoped, will provide a valuable new source of
protein and essential nutrients for many people of
the developing world.

The first triticale research and breeding program
of any scope was pioneered at the University of
Manitoba in 1954 under the auspices of the Rosner
Research Professorship in Agronomy.

The new research program will rely largely on
the co-operative efforts of the International Maize
and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) in Mexico
and the Faculty of Agriculture, at the University of
Manitoba.
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