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I am pleased to send this message on the auspicious occasion of the 15th 
Annual General Meeting of the Canada China Business Council (CCBC) 
and the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Canada and China. 

As I look back over the last quarter century, I take great satisfaction in 
recalling the positive role played by the business community (and particu-
larly the CCBC) in strengthening Canada China links. This bilateral rela-
tionship has always been solidly grounded in pursuing mutually-beneficial 
economic interests. The initiative for fomnal diplomatic ties flowed partly 
out of earlier commercial contacts. While Beijing's relations with certain 
Westem countries have sometimes encountered political differences, 
China's contacts with Canada have been comparatively smooth because 
they have emphasized non-ideological and economic cooperation. 
Moreover, they have been bolstered by close personal contacts among 
business and govemment leaders in both countries. 

My father, along with others, led the way in promoting this close and 
pragmatic relationship by founding the Canada China Trade Council 17 
years ago. This was a time when very few businessmen thought China had 
any potential for them. Since then, bilateral trade has grown from $770 
million to $4.8 billion and investment from $320 million to $1.8 billion. 
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