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III. GOOD IPEA OR, BAD IDEA?

A. Overall

As in the quarttltative. .data, the.grodp discussions rev^aled rnixedviews aSA0 whe t}ier or

not free trade.betwec-n Canada and the-linited States would be a good ihing. The reaso6s

affered,for each position were consistent with those-repvrted in the June natioo-wide

survey resuits. Those in favour pointed to economic benefi#s. for themselves personally

and for Canada, as well as anticipated positive effects on.cornpetitiveness for Canada.

Those against w8re, for thié 'rnvst. part, caneernëd about éither pr both of the iiinpact of

free, trade on jobs. and prices, as well as questions of Canada rriain'tasning .ïts-

ind,^pendence and con trol. over its econo rny in the face of iriereia^ed Amr ican influenc e.

5everal issues carne up in the groups, which added to the iternizatiarM of reasvns ob taihed'

via the June survey. One involved wages, raised in the context of both support for and

opposition to free trade. Some of those In favour expected that free trade wwld

enhance Canadian compétitivefl(^ss through depressing whaÇ they :felt were excessively

high wages in swrïe cases.. On the -oth`er hand, Vancouver graup. p8rtiç.ipants expressed

concern about a loss of the recog6ïzahly. high wages m.any enjoy .in Canada and in British

Columbia in particular.

Another, very frequently raise.d reason for think4ng free trade might be a- good idea

pertained to expectations of- an opening up of the Canada-U.S. border in t^rms of people

flows, as we11 as trade^- flovrs.. That is, 5vrrie felt that., free trade would'he a good thing if

it meant that [hoy could move: fteely back and forO across the border to seek

ernployment.- Others said they thought that peàple in ^h e perso'nal service industr4es

would be able to more easily sell and market #heir services ïn the U.S. unde r I ree trade;

as compared to the "°red tape" many people felt they had to contLznd with today. (^iven

this apparent expectation of freer rnovement of people betweerr the two countrh^s Linder

free trade, it will be imperative that the. precise terms of a free trade agreernent in

regard i^ this issue be clearly explained to Canadians.
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