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The telegram of the 25th of August, 1939, from the Prime Minister 

of Canada to the President of the Polish Republic 

The people of Canada are of one mind in believing that there is no 
international problem which cannot be settled by conference and nego-
tiation. They equally believe that force is not a substitute for reason, 
and that the ,appeal to force as a means of adjusting international 
differences defeats rather than furthers the ends of justice. They are 
prepared to join what authority and power they may possess to that 
of the other nations of the British Commonwealth in seeking a just and 
equitable settlement of the great problems with which nations are 
faced. 

On behalf of the Canadian people, but equally in the interests of 
humanity itself, I join with those of other countries and powers who 
have appealed to you, in the firm hope that your great power and 
authority will be used to prevent impending catastrophe by having 
recourse to every possible peaceful means to effect a solution of the 
momentous issues of this period of transition and change in world 
affairs. 
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The telegram of the 25th of August, 1939, from the Prime Minister 
of Canada to the Chief of the Government of Italy 

At this critical moment in the history of the world I wish, on behalf 
of the people of Canada, to join in the appeals which have been made 
to you to use your great power and influence to ensure a peaceful settle-
ment of the issues that threaten the peace of mankind. 

The people of Canada are firmly convinced that it should be pos-
sible, by conference and negotiation, to find a just settlement of all 
existing problems without resort to force. They are prepared to join 
with the peoples of other countries in doing all in their power to achieve 
this end. 
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The telegram of the 25th of August, 1939, from the Prime Minister 

of Canada to Herr Hitler, Reichsfuhrer 

The people of Canada are of one mind in believing that there is 
no international problem which cannot be settled by conference and 
negotiation. They equally believe that force is not a substitute for 


