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NATURE STUDY IN THE SCHOOLS.

Although nature 8uyiiîrstolis ii; faîr fri
what it ouglit tct 1w there are onsth:ît it is ii naprev-
ing and one of these sigtis t:ukes .,forni i neî'nr
from teachers for fus rther art jeles on nau:tnre s! tsd Il)
the RicvÎEw and for hooks tithn îav :Lss:.si thei to
make up deficienves in ftheir Own lv :iîn.
Teaehers nust spe that nature st tit yh aus toinv to s~t:î
in the qch(-Kls, thaît. thie oialv way to. te:u'iî t isibject
with isucces s ls mît frnrn t" bok unt front
nature.

A writer luien -ditwiissng tiiis subjeot revent iv
sys that every welli .quippe)td* aeadtniv uand normai

8chool should hiave onie or niore epeeialists, mai4t.,te
the work and thoroughiv eqtiippe*d for it.- But.-
tbe writ.er Bays, ,",There are rnany eoosini 'ihivIh

the question of econorny muet reguiaite imatters>. ali
maray achools which are not large enotigh bt requ ire
the services of a speciai <cacher. Shiail thiemsc ltl,
thon, '4drop the subject altogether from the cullrric-
lum?' W. answer decidedly lot. Intelligent teitîeh-
ors, by reading and by study and use of material,
should be able <o fit themselves to do good work in
thia as woîl as in other lines There are plenty of re-
cent publications for their beýneit, smre of more,
others of leu, value. Tbere are occasionally helpfui
lectureS, and sometimes regular instruction at teacih-
ers* inatitutes. Every year the help8 grow more nu-
merou£ and are within easier reacb. Cu rrent edtuca-
tional literature on this subjeet is not yet so0 ahundant
as it Ought to be, hut the demnand wîil bring the
supply.

INSPECTOI BRIDGES8AID TEE PREDERICTON
BOARD.

The Fredericton School Board às aggrieved ai the
rofloctions contained in Inzpector Bridges' lutL report
to tho Chief Superintendent, conçerning ita action in
reducing sorne of the teachers' salaries by whichi in-
directly the service was impaired.- It i8 stated that
the trusteesl regard the matter soseriously that <bey
have presented a mernorial to the 'Board of Education
amking that a retraction be made. Tle 1 'following is
the objectionabie paragraph:

"6The new building, in appearance and appliances for échool
work, is ccrtainly a credit to the city, and iii fuily t1he equai
of any ini the Maritime P-rovinces, but if it has been erected
at such an expense as Wo comnpel the Board of Trui§tLeesf to
lower the salaries of smrn f their mont efficient teitchers, as
well as increase their work, it would eem to have been paro-
moted rather in a spirit Of show than of wisdom. The Huard
have this satisfaction, bowever, of knowing that their action
ini this regard ha& been univertîally condemned, both 01) the

.tret iild uM t1lt itftdit ite niore 10 ho 'grttedý
"~ il wil iiil(rlllqkî4.ýVrtfor parimoniolus ni')tvict losîda,Illid. ~ titfrt'îi l tt ,1% . 1,',rr fa.uch, t4ii ttrempt tb low.«
Sufl:arit,% hu t t . ubr*tqz i' to<uS t o timli.

11..Fr'drît''nI~'adit >îpasdof tory reput&-
luege~tI,'i~i mlioart *lt dl Iiitowmd ttowad wli

tilîev oadtlb,1 ltbrsetftl c kud

lie';r regaîrttthebutsthoviiit:'e:t o tin ininhlu une-
i;thl.it 4S Are a i Ilsil.t trust .ènd at u eh their aedion je
'Ib Ilu tii4 leg i t lIil i t 4-1 rit 1,îs M.

Allth er % lt ir' bl,11t rillttts Very oftilnloge .îgbt
us thaît t h.' î'.ol-,sairv iwt entirelV *upportod trou

soit 11qtý desuî iert-il-'f'îîroIlpbttthat the Provinoe
Mtil C'iiwa~'~r ai large sitare' ef the.' expenue.

Il , i.. e'f tilt , il,.Aof ait iixlxntor k> o meth"t
t he'se tî loley.ire elblllpi ined t th~he w#tintpoeta of
t lic e n t.'

The Klmt»r.l noréover, In thiinatter romplained qt4
luV io 8W.' 1.t héeei abhle t.> Alow tO the publie thât ils
tettut wakl justifiatble; andi as far m tha.. l>is observe&,
huis heen rondemutd butit ins4ide and oulsîde ilsé owu
<'ilv of Fredieriettoua.

Sncbl being t he .<at*' of pu lilc opinion it, wua Dot
only Jnspectoirliridges' privilege but hits duty to reftr
t4) the matter. It is not surprising tbat hie report'
should confirni the tipinion of the publie regaM'iag
the action oaf the 14oaril, ani ità extremesenoititeaMu
tder it goeuu miliifurther tb .onfirrn the ides thM t is

action wa& imipolitic. 1< wouid .eriously impair the
teffbcecyo public nftlcerx if tbey vere conatrained
by the sentimenta of private parties trom refleoting
on their performiance of public duties.

P. B. ISLÂND SONOOL REPORT.

The annual report of the échools of P. E. Ia1"d
bas been received. The report indicates progrm --in
educational matters in the Province. la thé uu*br
of schools, teachers and pupile in attendanos ,AMr
bas been an increaae 'uring tbe yl'ar. While thero
bas been an increase of tescben,, the number of te.'
tbird or ioweet clama of teachers employ.d vas leu
than ini the previous year, oeaking the incremi of §rît
and second clama teachers stili groater.. Tbieis iS
hopeful sigo. The average attondance was loes <hau
during the îrevious year. Tht. i; attributable "to
t he prevalence of meulese and acarlet fever in tb.
ru ral districts." U.omparîng the percentage ot attend-
ance witb the other provinces of the D)ominion, P. .

iloland ils piaced iren with 58 per cent. ;New Bruns-
wick 57.94 ; British Columbia 57.80; Nova 8OOLIs
57 ; Ontario 52. The average increase, howover, 10
amall. In 1877 the percentage vas 57.75. From
that date to the prosent tbore hm. been vitryitig in-
creases and decreasel, and in the promeut year the ii-
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