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Nature Study Class-lu1.

Bv W. H. Mooit.

What May be Seen In a Plot of WOOds.

For Our NMarch outing we wviil go to- the Woodls.

A walk of -a mile and one-baîf wviil take ils arounid

a triangle, that is bordered by a variety' ini the wav

of scenery and naturai conditionls. Along one side

i,7 a highway,' leading througli clearings, aider

swamps,, and miixed woods. Anothen side takesus

along an old lumber road thnotîgl a dense conifen-

oui woods, across an intervale-bondered. brook, and

up a bill through a ntixed growth of deciduous and

coniferous trees to a beautiful niaple ridge baving

an undergrowth of striped and motintain mapies

and hazel bushes. The third side tàkes us tbroughi

such growths as the first two sides and across the

brook again'to the starting point. Havmng out-

lined to you the generai plan for this trip, whicb

any teachen may vary to suit needs and circum-

stances, let us stant out. We know 'not bow long

it will take us, for the iength of tirne wiil depend

upon what we find to study and pass our opinions

upon.
There are soute of our hardy winteil birds in that

apple-tree; yes, they are feeding upon the apples

that stili bang on the branches. At first, when

food secuts quite plentiful, they feed only upon the

seeds of the apples, but later intbe season the whole

apple is pecked to pieces and eaten. Now just

notice howo . nearly those reaÙdish coloured maies

resemble in colour the red frozen fruit, and bow

nearly of tbe salme shade are the females and the

branches. Tbese tracks across here are made by

the red squirnels as- they>travel to tbe saute tree for

food. Iu this depth of snow the tracks look i ike

very roughiy mtade H's, the horizonttal bar of the

letter being very wide. We wiii not stop to talk

squirrei now, as we wiii take up a study of these

fussy little feliows some day wben thte weatier will

fiardiy - ermit of an excursioni in tbe woods.

Those'littie punctures in the snow, that look as

though soute person bad been goiîtg aiong putting

down the entds of two fingers at intervais of front

tweive inches to eigltteen incites, iii a zig-zag course,

are mtade by our iittle friend the weasel, as it .hunts

about fences, stoîte and brusit-piles for inice.

That chickadee over tîtere in that cliimp of siuaii

coftifers must bave a sore tbroat, if onte were to

judge from its caul notes! -Nu! that is the voice of

the Hudson's cbickadee. Its call is rather wlhewq

and not as clear eut as the notes of the black-ca '~

N

,chickadee. Tbis species is brown ini colour and is
iiuich more miodest inii iakiîtg our acquaintance titan
is the biack-cap. -

Harki1 Yes, a woodpecker; let us go see it. In

this soft snowv and alliong those coitifers we shouid

bc able to get close ând'have a good view. We

hiave not seen a single hairy woodpecker yet on any

of our outings!1 Weli, class, if I judge correctiy,
you wiîi not se one this time either, but we xviii

iikely find one wlien We. get to the hardwood ridge.

'Élie one here is an arctic three-toed species. Well,

after some experience you will learn to distinguisb

between the tappings of the different kinds of wood-

p:eckers. This species wviii be found upon a dead

conifer, and in colour will be black, with grey or

wbitish markings on the sides, and if a m *aie, will

have a ypllow crown. A species much resembiing

this is found in the northern highlands of New

Brunswick. It bias white bars across the back, and

is known as the Amnerican or ladder-backed wood-
pecker. I

Here are new tracks! Not squOrels; they are

too neatly made. They are iike the weasels' tracks,

but ntuch langer 1 Oh, here!1 see where it bias slid-

den down this bank i It is an otter's track, perhapi.

Ciass, your friend will have to heip you out again;

the tnack is flot made by an otter just because it,

slid down this bank. Tbis is a mink's track, and

you wiil sometimes find late ij' winter where they

slide along the surface of the snow. They foliow

quite ciosely aiong tbe water courses.
'Here is a mouse firack, like one we saw last

month; one of the wood-mice, for see where its-tait

left a mark along its course. Now, where has it

gone? the tnack ends bere; there is no tree for it

to j ump to, and no hole in the snow where it bas
burnowed, j ust sonte niarkings at the sides of tht

last track. Ibis wiil puzzle our leader.. Cali hitm

here and get bis opinion.
" Hene, Mr. M., solve this iny'stery, please."

Weii, iast night there was a wood-ntouse runflifgt

aiong here; then it ceased to, run and to6k to witlg

and flew away. (The wings belonged to -a saw-
whet owi, flot to the niouse). These rnarkings you'
saw at tIjo iast track were mtade by the tips of the
wings of the little owl as, it swooped to pick up the

inuse. A jay, you say, would pick up a im1

Yes, but a jay's wings would teave a differeldt,
in the snow, as the tip is differently shaed
narrow featbers.

"Tell us mure of titis owi; this is ve y
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