
BURN S-A SONNET. tended to, give birth to and to foster this growing aversiOnl
to their superstitious offering. But the god of the catar-Ict

Like somne North Star, thou Bard of Caledon, was remorseiess and the chief and his medicine-1aI'
Uprising through the lab'ring Lowland mist, decreed that it must be made, for they dared flot interfere

By thee, unkindiy Fortune, high upthrown with the traditions of their fathers.
O*er burn and brae, and ben and Highland.tryst! The day finally came. It was one of the most beautl'

fui of Indian Summer, the iast few hours of the expirir 9
Prom Cheviot's eartby wave to Pentiand's blue harvest-time when ail nature calins, as tbough silefl 1

Thy sparkling rays make cheerier peaty fires, awaiting the end of the year, the forests crownedW't
And notes of pibroch-wet witb mountain dew- garlands of variegated spiendor as a tribute to ber prOd'"

Old midnight solace of the shepherd sires. gality in bestowing ber plenteous fruits on man. Birds of
bright hues flying southward iingered a few more dayS t

The Trossacb pine in giant majesty, drink in the departing grandeur, and even tbe scattere.d
The heather-bedded hare-beli in ber dreams, ciouds took on new tints from the setting sun as the't

Have caught new music, while tbe minstreisy offering to the rich profusion of colon. Gentie bree-ees
0f Love's sweet music quivers down tby beams. wbispering througb the leaves added harmony of rKotOfl

to harmony of color; the flitting birds did flot intrude UPOfi
Tby rays a myriad silvery siiken strings nature's impressive stiliness with their songs, and the
Uncurtainîng deepest soui-imaginings. ciouds above moved siowly onwards unwiîîing to leave the

B. W. G. scene of calmness spread beiow.
In tbe midst of such majesty was chosen the place for

their most soiemn reiigious rites. The space for the selec'
THE LAST SACRIFICE. tion of the offering was a semi-circular clearing On the

[There is a legend of Niagara that before the displacement of the edeoth lf vrokn h ai.Tecaee
Indians an annual tribute of a young maiden was imposed by the sirit roaring of the god in honor of whom the sacrifice wa5 tO
of the Falls upon the neighboring tribe.] ~'~ be made was to-day louder tban ever, a fact interpreted bY

tbem as the impatience of the spirit for bis victitfl, "10"
HEN Canada was first settled, the country en- known to us as the precursor of the storms shortY tW

closed by the Great Lakes was beld by the follow. As evening approacbed the Indians begal, t
Hurons, a nation of agriculturai ratber tban assemble, the oidest warriors lining the edge of the fOresl
of wariike habits. Tbey had a settiement on in- front of tbemn their squaws took their position, and aP A
tbe Niagara frontier, a few miles from tbe in front of these tbe youngest of the tribe-the unfliarr1eý
Falis, and it was from this settiement that the -ail soiemniy awaiting the cbief and Murom.an
Cataract God demanded bis sacrifice. The About two hours before sunset their arrivai was i
victim had to be a maiden in her eighteenth nounced by tbe beating of druns, and, sulent as tbeY l'

year, and was ebosen by the wiii of tbe god tbrough the were before, there now fell upon them a deeper sileîIce'
wiii of Muroim, the medicine-man at the time of our story, that of tbe soiemnity of deatli. Both tbe new-coner
but tbe wiii of the god, as a ruie, corresponded witb that went to the edge of the clearing overlooking the cataric
of the cbief. tbe chief remaining some paces bebind, wie to

The cbief's tyranny had made bim odious to bis foiiow- made an invocation to the spirit of tbe Falls to enter bi
ers, and tbey were graduaiiy becoming estranged from him, body tbat he miglit be guided in makinig an accePal
and looked to Walbaiion, a young warrior, as their bope selection. Then waiking back to tbe midst of theCîeee'
ini the crisis tbey feit drawing near. Tbe chief became ing be feul on bis face witb bis head towards the pnlg
aware of this dissatisfaction and of the growing popularity when ail tbe maidens ful 1filling the conditions deîlaflided
of Waihailon, and sougbt to devise some means to injure by the god, siowly arose and formed a new circie arOU"l
tbe latter. Now, Waibalion had failen in love witb Mon- bim, remaining a short distance apart from one anothej-
tela, a popular maiden of bis tribe, and the chief, in bis There were nearly a score of tbese, and the circle fol'l.e
schemings, beiieved that he couid strike him most effectu- was about tbirty feet in diameter. When ail the prepere

all byderivnghim of bis betrotbed, wbo bappened to tions had been made the drums again ormnebettgailyby epriingcommnce daincetbe in ber eighteenth year, and hence a suitabie victim to whereupon Murom arose and started a mystic duS11Y
the god. A short interview witb Murom settled the matter siowly at first, but soon increasing in speed, grad
entirely to the chief's satisfaction. widening bis circle until it was almost equal to th at Of 'ho

Walhailon suspected sqme evil design, and upon see- maidens around him And now faster and faster IV Ve
ing bim and Murom together, and hearing a chance word urged on by tbe Spirit, the sound of the drufl e id
or two, be became aware of the wrong that was to be done. increasing, and the beating growing more and more reP
He immediately set about to save ber. *He pianned to whiie bis excitement turned first to fury and then to r,1
meet ber to make arrangements for ber escape and for the finaiiy overfiowing and spreading to the asseambied ffl J
flight of botb to tbe otber side of the river, and tbrough, whose bodies waved in sborter circies as tbe dançce 5Pjj
tbe forest to tbe nearest settiement of tbe Iroquois, whicb oni bsahesreghofte eiiosemto

was ditanbtree or four days' journey to the east. But drove @ut ail feeling and pity for tbe victim, andile
was dhistat anticipated any such design by sending Wal- multitude insensible to ail but zeal for making the vr
ballon on a bunting expedition to lay in stores for tbe Walhallon alone remained unaffected, his batred 0 y
winter wbicb was approacbing, and wben be returned no powering the superstitious part of bis nature ; be eaol
difficulty at ail was found in keeping the two separate for awaited tbe opportunity to carry out bis plans. heig1tthe few days that were yet to corne. Any violence at ail Ail now couid see that Murom. bad reached tbe
on Walbailon's part would now frustrate bis aim, if not of bis excitement, and tbat be was commencingt tO 0
bring about the premature deatb of botb, and consequently weaker. Feeling this, bimself, be made one final da5b
he was forced to wait until the day of sacrifice, wben be around tbe circle when the Spirit burled him at the foec m
hoped tbat some opportunity migbt present itseîf, and bis Montela. Her sbriek as she fainted, and the v10ief the
plan of escape yet be carried out. tion of Walballon were unnoticed in tbe terrific din0 ef

Ail the tribe feit tbat tbese sacrifices were drawing to drums wbich continued until the rest of the mnaideî'5 ' Oad
an end. Tbe restlessness of the young warriors as a con- corne by the severity of the ordeai tbrougb wbicb they tO
sequence of the arrivai of tbe French in Canada, a general passed, bad rusbed back to their companions, forgett'le,
feeling of the approacb of a new era in Indian life, and keep tbeir wonted composure. Then Walbaiofl, Srilto ,
perbaps the influence of tbe seeds that Fatber Hennepin ing bis passion, asked tbe chief as a special favOurO
bad scattered in bis transitory stay a few years before, ail ailowed to accompany bim and Murom to the fin0~j


