
THE VAIRSITY. Feb, î~, 1887.

ROUND THE TABLE.

The first instalment of Howells' new novel, " April Hopes, » is
mainly a description of Class Day at Harvard, very minute atten-
tion being devoted to the large setting of what little character study
is as yet presented. Some time ago our bright exchange, the Har-
yard Cri*mson, remarked that from certain touches ini these open-
ing chapters, a Harvard man would be inclined to think that Mr.
Howells had flot been present at a Class Day for seven or eight
years. This piece of criticism on tbe part of the Crimson bas been
rather widely noted and commented upon. Lff/e ventures the asser-
tion that the great realist is relying toe much on bis imagination.

May flot tbis attitude of criticism towards the realists be ac-
counted significant, as an indication-to a certain degree, of course,
and from only one side-of their limitations ? It must be somne-
wbat bumniliating to Mr. Howells' artistic sense to be tbus reminded
tbat so large a portion of bis work is regarded, sincerely and in
good faith, as being distinctively journalistic,-not to say " repor-
toriai."

The history of cniticîsm would afford many curious incidents.
The Sultan, Mohammed II., is credited witb a very realist criticism
in art thatImay yield an idea of wbat criticism sbould not be. Being
impressed by Vcne, ian excellence in painting, that monarcb re-
quested the boan of one of their painters. The Council of Ten
selected Gentile Bellini for tbe delicate mission. Bellini repaired
to Constantinople to wait on bis dangerous patron, and found favor
in bis sîght. As a mark of respect, tbe Venetian presented the
Sultan with a painting of the bead of John tbe Baptist on a char-
ger. It was mucb admired, but the Sultan, a natural realist ini art,
pointed out tbat the raw surface of tbe neck, with its sbrunk nerves,
was not truc to life, or rather to death. Gentile failed to grasp the
distinction, and the Sultan, waxing impatient, gave a practical
demonstration by bebeading, on the spot, a kneeling slave. Bellini
as soon as possible revisited bis family in Venice.

At a certain stage in tbe development of art and art ideals, tbere
seems to tbe public notbing incongruous in the queerest anachron-
isms. Disraeli, in bis labourious ' Cuniosities of Literature,' de-
scribes a painting tbat, in a Holland Cburcb, pictured to tbe
devout tbe story of Abraham and Isaac. Abrabam is about to
complete the sacrifice of the bound Isaac with the aid of a buge
bell-moutbed blunderbuss. The consummnation is prevented by an
angel adopting an original metbod of flooding tbe pan of the clumsy
weapon. To a modem eye tbe picture must bave an irresistibly
comic effect.

The Table gave a slight notice of an interesting contribution to
Sbakespearania, tbat was reviewed in the Mail and other papers.
Tbe Table rather values itself on its acumen, in repxoving tbe
literary great guns for taking Mr, Head's brochure on ccShake-
speare's Insomnia I seriously. A valued exchange, "lThe Hamîilton
Literary Montbly,11 explains that Mr. Head's work was neyer in-
tended to mislead anyone. It says:

"cIt will be remembered that tbe original was read before the
Literary Club of Cbicago, and made such a hit that tbe Maxwells
issued a private edition, at the request of the club, for the use of its
members. .. . Mr. Head first assumes from internaI evidence
in tbe plays that Shakespeare was troubled witb insomnnia, and then
seeks to establish the causes. This be does in a series of letters
purporting to bave betn writtcn to tbe poet by his contemporaries,
and contained in ' the recently discovered Southampton collection,')
copies of which Mr. Head sets forth be secured from Mr. John
Barnacle, tenth assistant sub-secretary of tbe Britisb Museum.

Even se excellent a periodical as the Literary Werld, the
rec'ognized organ cf culture and polite learning at the ' Hub,' hailed
tbe discovery cf these letters with acclamation, and was glad that
they shed new ligbt upon the plays, and added se largely te Our
scanty stock of information concerning Shakespeare. .a The

new edition contains an additional letter, purporting to have been
written by Lord Baron to Shakespeare, which will be certain to'
arrest the attention, if flot te invite the wratb, of Ignatius Donnelly,
as a scandai upon bis cypher."1

Tbe following frem the matter-of-fact correspondence in a late'
number of the Anerican Druggist is flot intentionally funny:.

The introduction of soap is doing much to civilize the inhabit-
tants of the Holy land. A large soap factory bas been established
on the site of ancient Schechem, and the people are beginning t&
use it on their persons instead of trying te eat it as tbey did at
ftrst. Along witb the introduction of soap other reforms are going
on. Betblehem has been rebuiît and its streets are now ligbted
with gas. Cesaroea is having a building boom. Nazareth is be-
coming the headquarters of big olive oil speculators. Corner lots
in Joppa are geing up with a rusb, and real estate in Mount Car-
mel is largely held by speculators for an advance. Ahl arouid'
Sbecbem there is a lively demand for good soap fat, and the sleepY
inhabitants of Ramotb Gilead tbink of building a glue factery.
Jerusalem is waking up alsu. It has a street cleaning bureau, big
dlocks on its public buildings, and its suburbs are being built 1P'
rapidly. Even in the Vale of Gehenna the price of land bas gone>
up. Tbe ladies of Jerusalem take ail the Parisian fashion jour«
nals, and know aIl about the latest style of bair-dressing.

Our valued excbange, the P-irginia University Magazine, priilts
some reminiscences of Edgar Allan Poe, found among the paper-,
of a former librarian of the Univer *sity, who died five years agO.
He bad been a member of some cf Poe's classes; and of b is reli'
niscences of that strange being, -'three-fiftbs genius and two-fifth5
sheer fudge," as Lowell cbaracterized him, one or two paragraphS5
are interesting :

" After spending ai evening togetber at a private bouse, lie in'
vited me, on our return, into bis roem. It was a cold nigbt inDe,
cember, and bis tire baving gone pretty ncarly eut, by the aidof'
some tallow candles and the fragments cf a small table wbicb lie
broke up for tbe purpese, be soon rekindled it, and by its comnfort,
able blaze 1 spent a very pleasant heur witb him. On this occ3*
sien lie spoke with regret of the large amount of money heelied
wasted, and cf tbe debts he bad contracted during the session.

If my memory is net at.fault, be estimated his indebtedness st
$2,ooo, and theugli they were gaming debts, he was earnest and eln
pbatic in the declaration that be was bound by honor te pay, at the
earliest oppertunity, every cent cf them.

1'He certainly wvas net babitually intemperate, but be may odca'
sionally have entered inte a frolic. I often saw him in the lecture
room and in the library, but neyer in 'the slightest degree un'def
the influence cf intoxicating liquors. Among the Professors hli a
the reputation of being a sober, quiet and ordcrly young man, a"
te them and the officers bis deportment was uniformly that Of an
intelligent and polishcd gentleman. Altbough his practice of garn
îng did escape detection, the hardihood, intemperance and reckC55
wildness imputed te him by bis biegrapliers, had lie been guiltY of
them, must inevitably have come te the knowledge of the faculty
and met with meritcd punishînent. The records of wbich I Wls
tben, and am still, the custedian, attest that at ne time during the5
session did lie faîl under the censure cf the faculty.

"At ne period during the past history of the University bas the~
faculty been more violent in ferreting eut offenders and more Sc
vere in punisbing tbem than during the session cf 1826."

Poe attended lectures " during the session wbicb comnienocd
February ist, 18262" The University was founded in 1825.

IlMr. Poe's connectien with the University was dissolvcd byth
termination cf the session on the i5th of December, î8z6 .
then wanted little ever a montb of baving attained the age cf (Cigh"
teen-the date cf bis birtb was plainly entered, in bis ow') bacn
writing, on the matriculation bock. Were lie now living, bis ag
on tbe i9tb of this month (January, T869,) weuld be sixty.
neyer returned te the University, and I tbink it probable thatth
nigbt 1 visited him was the last lie spent bere. I draw this infer-
ence not Irom memory, but from the fact that liaving ne further 1
for bis candles and table he made fuel cf tliem."

Now that the University and the Week bave seen to it that tl
memory of the Jubilée shahl net utterly perisb, it is denied thatte
Qucen feels the necessity cf ordering the Laureate te write a tViolet
on the approacbing celebration.
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