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'ý% seli Wo 'Ul<à be better. When a few
'on~~~5 stones are removed thp whole

far'"lbegin t- totter to its fait. If, on
the Othe handý the Government shrink f rom

,rw, Upon their devoted hoads the hot in-
4i4Ilof the prtocted manufacturera wlio

'Penly cam1 to have placed thern in power,

'watr f t. ati.fy the growing claimour
aPPoiti0  UiUfportant roadjustments, the

'PPto n will hav, the opportunity of a
4g . a Unfeti, and wiIl prove theinselves

Ing ofl "l('the if they fail to tako~'e.4ta6 th situation and make their wayth reasurY benches.

,jjl~~o8elfl8cnted with the tariff question

inb tn Gof o future trade relations with
e DvMent have made energetic

PtielWorthy efforts to open Up the
siie nd Other markets for Borne of thoe
SPrOdue which have been denied

t "to the~ United States. In this case,
e îecmty for vigorous action lias a

endl aing effeot upon Canadian enterprise.

~'t Yf the umistancesi it is evidont that
nad inthefuture will do more trading

andj te rîa nd othor dista.nt countries
e4 btter advantace than hitherto. But

à...eanaianefergy and onterprise shall
oxen .1ld Unider contribution to their full

4*lùaqt ,Vl.Pn trans-oceanjc trade, the
4 1% 6rk eniai that without accesa to the

*e of t4d n ited States, avery large clans
PrPi o d ucers muet suifer. What is

1%h, 1e1 Y eeded for the general prosperity
*%Qhr'tPossible trade relations with our

4tt. oo n ig bos Given such
1% Witboit detriment to the oxpanding

%iherc "ihBiaiad , with foreign nations,
SWhon ca doubt that Canada would at once

jthat of~ ac r Of prosperity flot exceeded
anit- Y People in the world.

'Unted8 aca to the markets of the
bkeh Canad ettainable on any conditions

Inyor of da0uld accept without sacrifice of
j4is a 61 quéý-respect i Singularly enough

COU; q4.ton in reard to which we have
40 part ~tradjtr e#inn from the ol

ho ahe ini a position to know.
vo rsjon of the late conferenee

*~aeners. laine and Poster, th q ex-Sec -
~~ ~"4 le8eent Socretary, respectively,

%h ove'o e the conditions offored
and~ t P3rsnah wauld pronounce
t'ocU% taale, viz,. :th%.t the list of goods

%el~ nr th. treaty of reriprocity must
rauhlttue ai wall as natural pro-

elrýt4e'-ld that the tariffs must be mutually

r40 tin t S would have involved dis-
r rt r 40 a crtlin extont, against th e

4a1 n commuon with all other
te a di 1crjmination is of thie vo ry

.0iZ 'f~dProcitY treaties and could flot be~ ~ to hy Great Britain, who would ho
Po .ga 0 00 a revival of Canadian

tloi ['tYe nIdy aors upon suai, terme. On

%ir Th r ccorTh îig to the recollectio ns

%ir ohnt Wa Olfpsonl and our Mr. Poster,
4 a's aop- Offered onlY on condition of

* 'Ofi of the Unite 1 S tates" tariff,
Of hours a very difforant matter.

0,,rn th sesion Y f aaid and dliscus -
questio floet go mauch to settie

* Quld Ib e O c 0 rr ec t n s e o f ni n o ry , w h îc h
pron n Ufpoiable business,

te î , &n Pon the desirability of now
'Or4j nd lt'c 5, reproS ltatives at their41eiga renewal Of negotiations on
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the linos which they have distinctly laid dowa.
It is scarcely conceivahie that the incoming
Washington Administration wilI be less favour-
able to sucli an arrangement than the outgoing
one. What attitude will our Governmnent
take, is one of the test questions.

A scarcely less important and ovon more
oxcitiug topic which may corne before the
Bouse in some shape is that of the Manitoba
schools. It is probable, however, that every
effort will be made to prevont the tossiug back
and forth of this firebrand amonget the com-
bustible material whicli abounda on the floors
of Parliament. We suspect that the Premier'%
policy will be one of delay and maiterly mnac-
tîvity. The judicial inquîry which is now
draggîng its slow length along before the
Privy Council will probably be made te sub-
serve such a policy. Sir John Thiompson is
now credited in somo quarters, not too friendly
perhaps, with an intention to settle the slrug-
glo by giving to the represontalives of the
defunct Separato sehools a portion of the pro-
ceds of the sale of the Manitoba school lands.
Surely an enemny is spreading this report. It
is not unlikely, in any case, that an enemy
will give hini an opportunity to deny ita cor-
rectuoss from the Govornment bondies. Sucli
an invasion, or rather evasion, of the constitu-
tional riglit of the Province with roference to
school legislation would arouse a tempest
second in violence only to the tornado which
would sweop over it, s4iould it ho annpunced
liaI the Dominion authorities were about te
compel the re-establisiment of the Separate
school systom.

The fast North Atlantic steamship route,
and -the connected question touching the
International rail way is another of lie large
subjects which demand fuit and free discussion.
Whether the Government will have any defi-
nite prop:sals tb lay hoforo Parliamont doas
not yol appear.

The reports of the Caron and Tomperance
Commissions, bid fair, oach in its way, to give
rise to serious if not heated discussions. The
pronence of Mr. Tarte in the Bouse lias been
supposed hy some to be ominous of a new
series of revolations, but the absence of thredAs
and foresliadowings in the press, sucli as
heralded tho previous campaign soems against
the supposition.

THE GA1MBLING MANIA.

A few weoks since, the London Spectato r,
in an article which reads too mach like a haîf -
apology for gamblîng, at least in its more fash-
ionahle form%, spoke of IItie perpetual vital-
ity and univorsal diffusion of the garnbling
spirit." "Prohably," tho writer said, I' nino
persons out of ton wuuld be made happier by the
knowledgo that somotimo within the next few
woekis or months they will have the chance of
winning an appreciable suin of money. It adds
a little oxcitenient to their lives, it sustains
thema under the pressura of presont shortness
of cash, il gilde t.he future with a contingent
brightneas." May we n t ventura to hope
with a considerably larger percentaga tha t
nino out of ton the question of the manner in
which tho suni of money might ho won would
verv materially qualify the joy of the antioi-
pation 1

The immediate occasion of the Spectator's
article wai the" "Missing- Word" competition
which, for a lime attr.,cled so muoh attention
in England an 1 which was finally plaaed un 1cr
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the han of the Lottery acts by a judgment giv-
en by Sir John Bridge. ']'lie Spectator accepts
the j udgment as wise and necessary under the
the circumstances, but, in no doing, bases its
assent upon singularly narrow grounds. " In
itself," it says, " a missing-word compotition
is just as innocent asna Derby sweepstakes at a
club, and if the shillings paid bore the saine
proportion to the means of the players as is
the case with the contributors to a sweepstakes,
it would be just s innocent in its rosults."
According to this view lhe crime in not iii the
thiug itzelf, or in the aime and intentions of
those who Lake part in it, but depends entirely
upon the question wliother those who engage
ini it can afford to risk the amount of nioney in-
volved in wliat the courtrhas declared to be a
gains of chance and consequently gambling,
pureand simple. "The public isnotconcerned,"
says the writer, Ilhow men spend their money
prov;ded it ishonostly corneby. Butlie pub-
lic is coxicorned to prevent mon-or boys-
froin being lei on to spend money which
is not honestly corne by. " In other words the
Court was justified in declaring tho practice in
question a pernicious and a criminel praclîce,
not because of anything wrong or evil in lie
thing itself, but because of the danger lest the
passion to which it appeals might becoine s0
overmastoring as to lead peraons of limited
means to procure monoy for the purciase of
tickets by dishonest practices.

Such a view of tho question is obviously
superficial and if acted on would lead to, clas
legislation of the most objectionablo kind.
The rejoinder which readily suggests
itsolf is that every objeclionable act or
practice should beàr its own burdon. Lot
those who, put their hands into, the tills of
their employers, or resort to other dishonest
means of obtaining money to purciase tickets
f or IImrissing-word " competitions,be punialhed
for the crime which tiey commit, rather than
others prevented, from. the gratification of Ila
universel instinct," if the mode of gratifying
il be innocent in itself and objoctionable only
by reason of ultericr connequonces to which it
tnay occasionally lead.

To those more radical reformera wlio regard
the practice of gainbling as in jîjoîf a vice and
its congequences as only ovil and that continu-
ally, the question takes on a much more serious
aspect. Gambling hasnow cornetobhoregarded.
by many of the hest mon in England as thie
national vice of Englishmen, if not of the
British race everywliere. Whether and te
wliat extent it may bo practised among the
wealthier clases merely as an exciting and
fashionable amusement it in hard tc say.
Certain it is that the ruin and mimery which it
begets and ini which il is probably more pro-
lifie than any other practice savo thal of drink-
I ng, are by no means confined to the lower or
the poorer clases. In the United States,
whore it seems to ho oonstantly breaking out
in new f orms, its source is hy general consent
to ho found in the desire "lto get somethiug
for nothing " whîch lias been declared toho
the groat Am ýrican vice. As suai a desire liei
at the root of every forra of roguery, the
pradtice of gaml3ling, howevor fashionable in
nome of its forme, is at once classfied ais a
momber of a very disreputahle famuly. True,
it diffors f rom. inot otier devices liaving the
saine end in view in thal the losing party
knows and voluntarily, so long as lie in ini a
position to ho regarded a a f ree agent, tiakes
hie risk. 0f course ho always does no in the


