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A bTER years of trilil the Scott Act and the principle Of
ilocal prohibition, at Ieat on a small scale, have been

condenîned, and we venture to say finally condemned by
the peýople of Ontario. The resuit is just what might have
Iseen expccteà and what was expected by many sincere
friends of tenîperance. It ispretty clear that itisephysicftîlY
imlpossib)le to prevent the introduction into a given district
by those who wish it of a portable commodity whose

manufacture and use are permitted in surrounding districts-
lit kg also clear that any and every attempt to punish as a
crime in one sniall section of the country that which i8
legal and respectable in neighbouring sections miust Of
necessity fail. It is no less clear that the attempt to treat
as a crime, by,virtue of the vote of a bare popular miIajority

in any community, that which a large and i 11fIUOftial
lbinorit~y of the people regard as harmless, respectable ansd
moral, must fail, whetlîer that community be large or
snial1. No legisiative decree can make that a crime which

is not criminal in itself, or which is not recognized as
crimuinal by the moral sense of ail hoaest and virtuons

tcitizens. This being -% first principle in the science of
(.overnment, it followsthat the attempt to enforce such a
deee by police methods must be productive of evil, and
that continually. Such an attenspt tends te confuse the

moral sense of' the comuuunity. It set, a snare for the

Consciences both of those who believ, in the law and try

to enforce it, and of those whose sense of justice it out-
rages. In proportion to the energy with which the
attempt te enforce such a law is prosecuted will ho the

ingfinuity developed in devising modes of evasion, and the

iil-feeling and antagonism aroused between the honest
fanaticism which strives to enforce it and the honest sense

oIf injury which prompts either to evade or defy it. It is

te l-, hopod that the friends of prohibition will study well

the expenfiive lesson set before them, and wiil again revert
te those Uliobjectionable and excellent methoda of moral

siuamion which were plied with se fluch success beforus the
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conupuisory tactics were adopted. When thse great majority
cf the people have been persuîaded te become total ahstainers
oni principie, theiî, perhaps, it may he in order to tnik
about sweeping îusonsures of piohîibition, though tihon,
hnppily, the chief îsecessity for suds mensures wilI no
longer exist.____

ASERIES of resolutions was passed nI a recent meeting
of the Toronto Kîsights of Labour, condeumin' i

strong terus the proposaI te enspioy the convicts in the
Central Prison in certain iron insdustries, and expressing
tise opinions that the whole question of prison management

gboisld be iuvestigated on difl'erenh linos from those
lutherte followed. Touching the latter proposition some
excellent suggestions are msade. lb is recommended. that

the new investigation should ho carried ou with a view to

ascertîîiî the causes that lead to the commission of crime.

Th, Kîsigbhs confidently assert that it is not only possible
b)ut ,easily within our power te very materiniiy reduce

crime, and consequently reduce the number of prisoners,"
thus solviîsg the prison probleun from the other end. They

further declare and every good citizen will entlorso the
declarabion: "lThat it is the d uty of the Government as
far as possible to remove tise causes of crime, and te pro-
vide for the botter care of those persons who are disposed
te commit crime, and for the greabor safety Of ils cibizens;
and that this is the Setter and mnore econcmic method of
government." Most thotîgisîful persons will agree thaC
none of our Governsents have as yet either mnade adequate
investigation in the direction indicntod, or devised and

applîed adequabo mensures for the prevenhion of crime in
s0 far as its causes are ascerbained or obvieus. We have
no doubt that a grent work remains te ho donc for sup-

pressing and sîpplanting the agencies that are conshantly
at \vork in the production of crinsinals. But none the les
is it clear that ah bbe very best the process wilho a slow

one, and that in tise isseantime the prisons will continue bo
bc fiIled with criminale who have to ho cared for and

1disciplined. Cannot the Knights of Labour seo that the

>proper discipline of these prisoners, with a view to the
eradication of bad habits and the formation of good once,

1so that wlseîî set free the largeat possible percentage bsay
ho saved froîn again lapsing into crime, je a work in the
clo9st accordance wibh the principles they lay tlown?'
And what refornming agoncy is s0 pohent or so indispensable
as a training in somne useful and honourable industry Î

c AN il possihly ho for tho beet interests of the people o
'~'Canada that tise lInternational Railway should be rtln

aI an annual losa of at least $400,000? The Opposition
argue with a good deal of plausihility that but for the
ob.iectionable practice of charging te capital many heavy
itemsl which should properly ho charged to current expenses,
the annîîal deficit wouid ho littie short of a million. But,
even tie sanler figures are sufficiently starbling and
demand nmore attention than they have yet received. It
is uselese now te say anything about the vexed question
whether a great mieke was made in the location of the
lino. The Dominion having the road, and heing bound to
operate it, the practicalquostiou takes this shape. Firet,

is it Possible by any change of plan or management, to put
the roatl on a paying basis, or at least ta roduce nsaterially
the ainount of loas aI present incurred, and second, if se0
would the chsange necossnrily involve such injury ta busi-

ness interests in the Maritimîe Provinces, for whoso behoof
the road was built and is operated, as would more than
couttrbalance the saving effected for the Dominion
Excbequer? It is, of course, coîsceivable that the impulse

givoîs ta general brade and industry by the facilibies
afforded by bhe road as now operated justify the heavy
outlay, on bhe saine 1priuiciple on which tise subsidies ta
stoamslsip linos are justifled. But if se, satisfactory proof
that sncb is the case should ho -fort lscoming, and nothing
short of satisfactory proof shoîîld be accepted as justifica-
tion for so large aîn expenditure of publicensoney.

POUR hundred thousand dollars is a large saim for a
young and net very weîlthy people ho eink every year

in n single onterprise. Sa far as appoars, a large part of
Ibis deficit is hrcught about hy carrying ceai from the
Nova Scotia maines te western pointe at lees than the
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actua] cos9t of lsanliîîg. It sceens incrodibie thaIt Ibis can
he siîown to pay in any proper sense. TIhe only persons
that cati. o benefited arc the owners; and eîusiploy(ees of
the mnines, andI the only atîvaîstage te tlîeasî is represented
isy the cifllrence between the preseist output., and thiat for
which a mnarket could holiîad were sattisfactory rates

charged on the Intercoloîîial. h is inconceivable that this
ditlerence can conîfer an advantage oîn those few citizens
suflicient to offset the ioss to the whole coul munity, to say
nothing of the difficulty of reconciliîsg sncb a niethod of
pronsioting the interests of the few with the hroad principlie

11 the egreatest good of the greatest numbiler." V/c art-
bound to recogynize the fact that the National Poiicy
presses unduly liard at inany points upofl tle Maritinme
Provinces, and that in consunon fairness, a portion of the
burthen should ho borne by other parts of the D)ouminion.
But if the Il moral obligation " of the Governieîît 10 spend
haîf a million annually for the benefit of the trade and

industries of Nova Scotia and New.Bruniswick is admiitted,
il should surely not ho difficuit 10 soeur(,,mîîtch botîter
resuits for the mnouey. A sîinîilar reinark înay becnmade in
regard to the sum annually expended as lîcunitis to fimher-
men, which sucs, il is tolerably clear, is now prctty tnuch

thonaway frcmeia, hul not, perlîaps, for
political purposes. The case is becoining se serious that il
may bc quostioned whether il would net i>e worth while to'
appoint a commission of cousupetnt(I rail way nien te enqîsire
int the wholo question of the msanagemntn and usefuiness
of the Intercolonial Railway.

AFORCEFUL connentary on, the hosihdîocf
our authorities in their trqatinont of crimlilials 18

afflorded in the state of the Mentreal gaol, as doescribed i uy
the Montreal 8tar, wlîich lias been investigatimîg the ifuter.
Setting out fronts the elenientary priîsciple that oe eof tlie

first and chief ends to be soughb in ail prison discipline is tha
reformabion or improvement of the convict,amad bearing ti
mind the equaily elemientary principle that f resh air-,

cleanliness, plenty of useful labour, and the absence cf the'
temptations to evil which resuit front idieness anda vicious
associates, are indispensable conditions of sticcessful refosîn --

atory discipline, what înust ho the state of ailaîrs iii a gaoi
which can be described in sucli sentbences as th(, follewiusg:
"'The space aflorded is uttrly inadequate to the censtaîst

demande made upon it," "4(Without positive cruety it is
impossible in this building to prevent prisoners herding
together in tbe corridors, thus fornîing classes ils a linge
training school of vice," Il Most of the celis are so cou-
structed that adequate ventilation is impossible," IlIn
soine of the cells the beds of haîf a dozen prisoners are
touching each other," II Many of these sleepingaat-
îssnts are five feet below the surface of the grolle1(,"
"The principal employmnçnt the prisoners areeîsgageil in

is twirling their bhumbs and telliîsg eacis other stories 1?"
It may ho safely predicted that thîe crop of crinîiiimals wi)l
not fail s0 long as cities and provincial goveriinientR
furnish such hotheds for their propagation.

rF1-IE Copyright Bill introciuced in the Contitions a day
or two since is likely te aft.1 cope for ccîtsiderable

discussion. Tihe Bill is drîswn ouith(-e lintes rocuouîà(,i(dd
by the Canadian publishers, on wlîicli we have before coin-

mented. Fron tise poinît of \'iew, not only of the upliolders
of the National Policy, but of most otlier (Janadiasîs who

fully appreciate the peculiar dit1iculties of the situation,
the mnain features of the Bill must comîssend therusselves
as bath fair and useful. As a tuatter cf detail it nsay ap-
pear that one înonth fron the dInte of pubîlication els4ewhlere
is a somewlsat short tiuse to allow thse holder cf a British
or foreign copyright to print aîîd publish in Canada, in
order to save hie riglits under tîse Bill. Ia the case of
large works this would seem to necessitabe the carrying on
of the work here before its coîîplctioîs elsewhere, which
might prove, in many cases, a liard condition. Perliapa,
however, by reason of the greater expense and risk of pub-
iishing large works, the usatter would regglate itself, and
the chances of practical in justice he reduced ho the îunni
inumî. The provision that if the pet-son' entitled to copy-
riglit fails to take advantage of thia Act, the Minister of
Agriculture may issue a license conveying to any persan,


