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CARI5INÂL LAviGERiE bas bad twenty-flve years' opportunity for the
atudY of the traffic as it is carried on amongst the tribes iri the interior
Of Africa. H1e declares, on the testimony of bis own missionaries, that
Captain Cameron's estimate that haif a million of natives at the least
are torn from their homes in Central Africa every year and sold into
8lavery, is under the mark. These appalling figures, moreover, relate only
to those of the poor wretches who actually reach the coast, and take no
aCcount of the multitudes who perish in the slave-hunts or in the terrible
'larcb. "lThe aged, the cripples, the weak-all, in fact, who cannot walk
to the coast, or who would fetcb no price there-are ruthlessly siain in the
elave-hunts. Yet their fate is more enviable than that of those wbose
lives are spared for the slave-market. The Cardinal gives a harrowing
description of the march to tbe coast. To prevent escape, the strongest
"'Id moat vigorous 'have their bands tied, and sometimes their feet, in
8uch fashion that walking becomes a torture to them; and on their necks
'le placed yokes wbicb attach several of them together.' In this way they
are mnade to walk ail day, bearing heavy loads, and at night a few handf uls
cf raw rice are thrown to tbem. That is their only meal for the day. A
fewy days of these bardships begin to tell even on the strongest. The
W9eakest soon succumb, and the weakest are naturally among the women.

7tetrror sometimes nerves even a weak frame to almost superbuman
eflorts; and the Arab slave-driver adopts a sumrnary metbod of striking
terror into the bearts of the laggards. ' In order to strike terror into
thb5 iierable mass of buman beings, their conductors, armed with a
*Ooden bar, to economize powder, approach those who appear to be the
rflost exbausted, and deal tbem a terrible blow on the nape of the neck.
Trhe unfortunate victims utter a cry, and fail to the ground in the con-
Vl"sions of death.' The march sometimes extends over months, and such
'e the awful carnage "lthat if a traveller lost the way leading from Equa.
tonial Africa to the towns wbere slaves are sold, hie could easily find it
aR'lin by the akeletons of the Negroes with which it is strewn." It is no
wOflder that the population of some of the districts is becoming s0 thinned
thaIt the slave-catchers are obliged to resort to stratagem to capture their
PI'ey. ____

THIE verdict of the coroner's jury tbat the deatb of Mr. John Mande-
'Ville, whicb did not occur tili six montbs after bis release from Tullamore

OOiwas the resuit of "brutal and injustifiable treatment," received in
that gaol, was, as ail unprejudiced persons must admit, based on very
elhght and inconclusive evidence. The only room for question seems to
hav1e been whetber bis perio7d of confinement may not have left bis system

'a State less favourable to resistance to the throat disease whicb carried
h Orff.1 Incidentally, bowever, the case suggests an important and diffi-

CUIt question in regard to the treatment of sucb prisoners. It is obvious
tbat, to a person of Mr. Mandeville's culture and babits, the ordinary

%0"or4Paniments of prison life, and the muenial offices required, constitute a
'rilich severer punishment than that inflicted upon ordinary criminals of
the coaliser types by treatment precisely similar. Is it essentially just that

Olelanl sbould be made to suifer much more keenly tban another under
the 'arne sentence?< To this it may be answered that the guilt of the
etlUcated convict is greater in proportion to bis better educational and
""îal training. Tbere is undoubted force and trutb in this view, and it is
te View on which Mr. Balfour evidently acts in declaring that he will

t4%ke 110 difference in the treatmelit of one class of prisoners from that of

OZhe Another, and somewhat distinct question, wbich is now being

,,l discussed, is whether tbe fact that tbe law under wbich Mr. Mande-
cia nd others are imprisoned is special and local constitutes their crime

Political ', in any sucb sense as would warrant exceptional leniency in
ther treatment. To admit the affirmation would go far to defeat the

Jeet Of the Crimes Act by relieving the punisbment of hlf its terrors,
%4d dOiibling the number of those willing to become Home Rule martyrs.

apprelinsion wbicb were excited in Europe by the accession to
Peei51 Power of a monarch with tastes and ideals s0 distinctly military

th Of Emperor William, and which were to some extent allayed by
in îrterohange of courtesies wich ave since taken place with neighbour-

0 fIare s, bave been again aroused by the Emperor's speeches at

tiIfort and Berlin. The expressions which have attracted most atten -
%1those in wbicb i declares in substance that Germany means to

* %at she bas gained, and is prepared to meet aIl] corners. Thougli
thýt. guge ay contain no "limmediate menace," it must be admitted

't'1 a ost but a short remove from menace. The expression used
14Ofe'hat axubiguous, as it may refer eitber to Schleswig-Holstein, or to

'U8etO(rraine. Possibly both are included, and the warning intended

for iRussia as well as for France, but that it is intended for the latter can
scarcely be doubted. The un-diplomatic bluntness of the avowal is no less
calculated to create irritation than the deflance itself. Tbougb tbe speeches
bave naturally had a depressing effect on the European bourses, it is not
likely that there is any immediate dange~r of rupture. The silence of the
leading Frenchi newspapcrs seems to indicate that France doas not feel
prepared just now to pick up the gauntlet, though it might still be rash to
conclude that an understanding and concerted action between bier and
Russia are ont of the question. While no one doubts tbe sternness of
Germany's resolve to bold bier conquests against aIl corners, a point in
regard to wbicb Bismarck's language bas always been unequivocal, it is
hardly possible that bier fiery young Emperor can go on making such
declarations, especially in speeches to the army, without grave danger to
the peace of Europe. Tbe tone of these speeches accords well witb the
view that France is to be called upon to reduce bier armaments, and that
sbe wi]l not be allowed to choose bier own time for attempting the recovery
of bier lost possessions.

THERE seems no longer room to doubt that the rum ours concerning
the presence of a White Pasha, with a strong force, in the Babr-el-Gbazel
district, are founded on fact. The probabilities seem now to be decidedly
in favour of the supposition that the adventurous leader ià Stanley. As
we bave before observed, there is notbing inberently improbable in the
tbeory. It would be quite in keeping with the resolute character of the
fearless explorer to attempt the larger enterprise, especially seeing tbat its
success would be the most effectual means of accomplisbing the smaller-
the relief of Emin Bey. Nor is it by any ineans inconceivable that hie
may be even now acting in concert with the latter, and the two forces
co-operating in a movement against Khartoum. Nor would it be very
surprising if the civilian, with bis trained force of natives, should eventiu-
ally succeed where a British military expedition failed. Irregular troops
are often better adapted for such a service than those who are fettered by
military rules and traditions. Another supposition is tbat Stanley is
quietly laying the foundations of another State, on a basis similar to that
of the Congo Free State, and tbat this, rather than the suppositional
march to Khartoum explains the mysterious movements of the unknown
White Pasha. Reliable news will be awaited with great interest, and
cannot lae much longer delayed.

CIL4MMING AN]) CULTURE.

A RECENT number of Lippincoit'8 Magazine contained an interesting sketch
of wbat we may well caîl an ideal school, in Switzcrland, in which the instruc-
tion is conveyed, not througb dry, abstract, text-book study, but chiefly
by means of object lessons and the living voice, in sucb a way that every
faculty is kept alive, every power of observation quickened, and, as a
result, all that is learned is thoroughly appropriated by the mind, and
becomes a possession for ever. We quote a few lines concerning it fromn
the article itself :

IlSome of the boys leaving this primary school, at the age of twelve,
to enter the gymnasium, have neyer owned two dollars' wortb of books in
their lives. They have neyer seen the inside of an aritbmetic, or a geo-
grapby, or a natural history, or an elementary geometry, and yet these are
among the best trained boys in those branches wbo pass examinations for
high scbools. Many of tbe best trained pupils entering the Cantonal
School of tbe city of Zurich coine direct from the Beust Institute.

IlThese twelve-year-old boys have had a good time in going to scbool.
They bave not been crammed. Tbey bave not studied at home or out of
school bours. They have had pleasure combined with work. Tbey have
bad no crooked backs or aching heads or compressed lungs, resulting fromn
overwork in the apboolroom. Their lessons have been plays and their
plays lessons."

This sketch of tlie proce8s of learn 'ing at the Beust Institute offers a
sufficiently sharp contrast to that at present undergone by children of the
same age i4~ the average Canadian school. Instead of two dollars' wortb
of text-books the Canadian child wilI by that time bave accumulated a
smaîl library, much of whicb bas already become obsolete through frequent
changes ; lie will have studied, or ratber Ilcrammed," many pages, of whose
meaning hie lias received but the faintest idea, and hie will have spent most'
of bis evening hours in study, in order to keep up witb the prescribed
quantity of lessons. And if lie, or she, bas not bad many headaches, if
there is no risk of mischief from compressed lungs or stooping shoulders,
the fortunate pupil may tbank a specially healtby and vigorous organiza-
tion, and flot our com mon scbool system.


