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Un1doubtedly has always been a crime at common lav, andconseqtuently punishable by indictment or information. This
crime -stili remains a crime at common law.-

1lere we find the crime of bribery recognized as an
ddflnis ta comoaw in matters flot connected with thcadmnisratonofjitstice except in so far as the memberselected to Parliament have the power of passing, amendingand repealing laxvs, and if this is the grunu upon which thecolfimon law principle rests, it applies with much greaterforce to the bribery of a member of the Legisiature itself.
Ini the Ktng v. Plymptoni, (Lord Raymond's Reports Il.,page 1,377) an assistant burgess of the town of Tiverton1\Vas Offered a bribe Of /,65oo to vote for a certain person asMfayor of the town, the mayor- being chosen under thecharter by the 12 capital and 12 assistant burgesses. An
ifldictmnent xvas laid at common law against the defendant
for attemjpting to bribe an assistant burgess, and Serjeant
l3engaiiy, for the defence, urged that:

1 -1ere "'as no offence charged for it is lawvfu1 for onenwember of a corporation to ask and persuade another to
Vote for bis friend, and if he made sucli a promise as isalleged in this informati on it vi Il be no crime without
SIiOwing the fact done.......But the Court xvere ofOpinion that to bribe persons either by giving money orpromises to vote at elections of members of corporations7Wkih arýe created for tuie sake of Public governyment, is anOffence for xvhicli an, information~ vill lie."

It Will be noticed that the Court makes no reference to
the administratio ofjustice, but to the qeto fPbi
9Koveru fieit. The next most important case of Rex v.

taha (4 BurrowS, p. 2,499), where the defendant offeredthe Duke of Grafton, a Privy Councillor and Cabinet Min-ister, a bribe Of £5 0c to induce him to recommend thedefendant for an appointment in jaaia Lord Mansfield
hld ha i was a Crime to offer a bribe to a Privy Coun-

0ilrt advise the King. Mr. justice Yates said:
"N0o dOUbt this is an offence at common law,"


