
THE MUNICIP.AL VOERLID,

Mainteanies of Brldgs-Roald Drin,

484.-J. Mc.-We have a large nuniber of
bridges ln our townshiip which the ratepayers
find are a burdeni to build and ke.p in repair.
Every year soin. of thein are swept away with
the. apring Iloods. This ye&r wu lo.t several
which we have rebnil,. The. quesition often
arisies whether the. counicil cari refus. te rebuild
a bridge, that is, te dIo away with it altegether
or net. One of our bridges is in the ceurre of
a scool sectioo, part of tiie section lies oni each
aide of the river. We, the counitil, have
rebuilt ail the. bridges which we. at this year,
bclievinig where al bridge bas once been built
thiiiinncîpaliiy ia bounýd to inaintain il.

1. la a iniunîcipality bound to maintain al
bridges or not

2. Where a fariner bas several ti1e drains
running to ro-id, is the mnincipa1ity boundl te
deepen road ditches deep enougb to tý.ke al
water frein aaid drains, the road being tomn-
piked witb ditcheÀ at sutEient deptbl for ruad ?

i. Your municipality must keep i
reasonably good repair, and in a condition
of safety, ail bridges therein that public
convenience requires.

2. Noci

User and' Repair of Htgbway-Ramoval cf Feneos-
Survays Âet-Uiiuoed Rosd Allowsnces.

485.-J. C. C -Between two farina in saie
concession la an original sideline road wblich
fias neyer bouri usedt by public, nom biad any
statute labor applied thereon. The. two
farmiers wbose lauda abut bave froin tine to
time înoved their fences dloser together there-
on, until the ruad ia alinost if not wholly closed,
but nevertiieleas is a constant bouie of conten-
tion between the two farinera, une of wboin bas
corne to the counicil for red reas.

1 If coulncil by aby-law opens saine up as a
bighway, won1d buhis iiply thatt pub.ic thenl bias
rigbn tu use it, and would the, council then be
required te put road in proper mepair sQ aa te
a.void suits f or (lainages for want of aluices, etc.,

2. M-igbt counicil, instead of paaainig by-law
te open it up. (it la net asked for by publie>
nierely by resointion order the. two farmers tu
rernove their fences sud other obstructions front
moad, and compel thein by law te) do so if
nece@8&ry ? If eaci were forced te put hua feue
on proper liue the cause for, dispute wouid b.,
r.nioved. If this proceedure la fol:oNwed, what
rights would public bave iu the moad '

3. If the survey of thia sideliine has becoine
obliterated, or la disputed by either or botb of
the farinera, at wbose ex pense la it tW bc me-
eitablihel1, if that be necesaary ?

4. W hat rîghts bas the public in unused
roadl aiiowanices wbich inay b. open, but on
whieh no statute labor bas been expenided aud
wbich ln fact inay b. imipawsable ý Are tbey
public bigbiwaye until the. coundil bvtiy.law
has declared thei open as snob, thub becoiniug
responsible for tbeir condition ?

i. Yes, the public would have a right
to use the road, an 1 the counicil would
be equired to maintain the saine in a
proper state of repair.

2. Yes. The counicil could compel the
farmers menti,rned to, place their fences
on the proper road lines. Reasonable
notice should bc given themn 10 do so.
If they refuse or neglect 10 coinply with
the noiice an action may be brougbî to
compel the parties to remove the obstruc-
tions. We oea>, however, say that if the
council does not desire to ope out the
road it would be better to ta e no action
in the mnatter.

3 . The hune can be definitely located
and established pursuant to the authority
of section 14 of the Surveys Act. R. S
0-, 1897', chapter iS', If this be done,

the cost of sol doing can be assessed and
Ievied by lhe counicil against tie proprie-
tors of lands interested, as sctîforthinu sub-
section 5 of tuis section, but the council
should not act under this section unlesi
it is a case 10 whîcb this section clearly
apphies.

4. The moads you mention are public
highways in the sense that they have
been originally laid out for that purpose.
The extent 10 which the counril is îegallW
compelled. 10 open up and maintain thein
depeuds on the nature of flie localit>' in
which the road lies. Wheither the neigh-
borhood la wild land, îhickly or sparsel>'
stîîled, and whether theme are ai y physi-
cal obstacles io tire opening up and main-
îaining of the road. A counicil is flot
legailly bound to incur a large expenditure
lnu pening upi a road, for the convenience
of one or iwo setîlers. Tie dut>' is to
tie genemal public 10 open up and main-
tain the road if the general public con-
venience requires or demands it.

One Man Oaa Vote-Tai Defaulters-Qualilaaticua iu
Town and D)istricts.

486.-A Suanis-,la it lawfuil fur a
matepayer te vote for tii. saine mil as alerman
for a tý,wn in a district iu thre. warda previding
bie cau qualif>' te vote lu Ilbe thmee wards as waa.<
don. ber. lat January ? Some matepayersvoted for the maie min tbree turnes tih. saie
day i our town.

'2. M'ust a ratepayer hav-e bis taxes paid
before h.e can record his vote ?

3. WVhat la, the ainourit te qualify for mnayor,
aldermian and school trustee in a district ?

i. Your town having a populatiun of
uot more than 5,000, the cout.c 1 shahl
consibl of a mnayor, and six counicillors, to
be elected by a general vote (sec section
71a of the Mu1Lnicipal Act.> This being
the case, eacb voter is entitled îo oi e v, te
for mayor, and as mari>' vo'es for coun-
cillors as theme are coluncillors 10 be elect-
ed. A vottr ca,înol mark bis ballot more
than once for any one candidate for
cotincillor, nor cari he vote in morc tian
one ward or p,,ling sub division.

2, Sect on 88 of the MNuni. ipal Act
provids as follos :-N,) person ,,who
has been returned hy the treasL[rtr or
collector, under secti'on 137 as indefault
for non-pay ment of bis taxes on or before
the i 4 th day of Decemb r preceding any
election, shahl be entitled to vote in] ret-spect of inc, me in an>' municipîliti , or ini
respect of real propeity ini nunicipahiîies
which have passed by-laws under sub-
section I, Of section 535, but an' pýersori
who is eutitled 10 vote, and mho at the
lime of the îendering of bis vote, p.roduces
and leaves with ihe deputy-returning
officer, a certificate fr ~m thc treaurer oi,
the municipahit%, or the collector of lait s,
showing liat the taxes, lu respect of
wbich the default bad been inade, have
since been paid, shall b. enuted to vote;-
and tie deputy-returniug officer shaîl fil cthe certificate, ieceive the vo e, and note
tie saine on the deftuiîer's hist," Sec also
sections 137 and section 535 <sub-sectiOn
r) of tie act.

3. The amount of assessemeut ou the
hast revised assessment roll te0 epable a

201

candidate to qualif>' for election as mayor
or alderman in your town is $400 fiee-
hold or $8oo leaseho'd proper>'. Sec
section 76, sub section i, clause G, of the
Municipal A( t. An>' ratepayer who is a
Briuish subject and resideut in tic muni-
cipahit>' cf the full age of twenty-une ytars
ma>' be elected a j ut,Iic school trustee.
See section 53, sub-!,ection 2, of the Pub-
lic Schools Act.

Scbeel Truatecs - Municipal Grtant - Clork's Duty-
Tenant aud School Taxaea-DrainsÂet-Auending
By-Laws.

487.-D. D. C.-The triistees iu a rural
public achool suetion nieglect te put lu their
requisition, tii. one hundredl sud fi1h7 do lais
inicipal grant, se tbey wera the. uiunieipul
grant short.

1. %N as it the elerk's dut>' te, add the
iunicipsi grant to the mequisition ?

2. Rural public bchool hection. On accounit
cf an oniasion ln the. seboul rate of 1898 the
scheel rate is bigLer ibia year. The owuer of
a fai reuted it tat wititer. V% bich thould
pay tii. additional tax this year, tb. owxîer or
the. tenant?

3. Un'tder the Drainage Act. On pasalsg
atneuded by-las la it neceasar>' te make a
ir.otion to hâve thcin read the. second sud
third lunie before beiug finalIy passedl

i. N o.
2. This dep nds on tie agreement be-

tween the owntr and the ter aut at thc
time the propert>' was leased. Vou do
not say who tien agreed toi p y the taxes.
If the lease was in wiiting wc shiould have
a cop>' of il. If the tenant agreed to pa>'
all taxes he will have teo pa>' the additionaj
tait you refo:r Io.

3. Von do nut sa>' whetier your coun-
cil has any by-law or rules of orce gov-
ern iug the conduct of busines - b>' your
cfinil. Tt e usual course pursued b>'
municipal counicils is t0 read ail by-laws
tbree limes before the final passir'g there-
of, and each meadiug is preceded by a
-no ion or mesoiniion of ithe council, duly
inoved, seconded ;.nd carried, Ihat thc
by-iaw be read a first, secoi d or third
time as the case mn>' b.

Datentien iltrayed Anîimal -Preedure.

488.-1. WV.-Abtut Oct. '20th laat, fiv.
caives camne oui rny pren>ia... Alter etiquiry,
and failîng to fiud au owner, I advertised tbre.
timta lu a local paper. Now what course
sbenld I puraue lu regard to thena ? 8ieuld I
seil thein, or wbat?

Tl'le owner ( f the animais not being
known to )-ou, you shouhd, in addition to
adveriising in the local uewspape as re-
quired b>' section i r of the Act Respecting
Pourîds (R S. 0O, 1897, chaprtr 272>,
dehi er lu tic cheik of the niunicipality
the i otice required b>' section 9 of the
act. By section 13 notices for tie sale of
animais of the kind mentioned canni t be
given for two ruonths after lie>' have becun
takenr up S e section 13 of lie act
The notices of sale shall bc given finh
marner provided bystctiçop 14 of tbe act.

A minuster havrug preached a ver>' long


