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DR. JOHNSON AND MARY KNOWLES. with her changed faith, informed her that
she might choose between a hundred thon-

(PROM A LETTER FROM ANNA SEWARD.) sand pounds and his favor, or two thousand
pounds and bis renunciation, as she con-

Behold, dear M -, the promised tinued a Churchwoman or commenced a
minutes of that curious conversation which Quaker.
once passed at Mr. Dilly's, the bookseller, in Miss Harry lamented her father's displea-
a literary party, formed by Dr. Johnsonpecuniary
Mr. Boswell, Dr. Mayo, and others, whom aleraie as to f t Sn after
Mrs. Knowles and myself had been invited she wthe as ouse. an arded
to meet, and in which Dr. Johnson and that nha f Ir Knodas oser she often
lady disputed so earnestly. It is, however, o r ttat r. ohnson's dese,
previously necessary that you should know bevdta-D.Jhsn iplsu,
phevxioy ofesar that yoy smiobld kon whomn she liad often seen at her guardian's,
the history of the very amiable you and who always appeared fond of her, was
woman who was the subject of their debate.

Jenny Harry was the daughter of a rich a
planter in the East Indies. He sent her then situation.
over EOnce she came home in tears, and tod

overts nglnd 0 rceiv he edcatonher friend she had met Dr. Johinson in the
in the house of his friend, Mr. Spry, where and had ventured to ask him how le
Mrs. Knowles, the celebrated Quakeress,was did; but that he would not deigu to answer
frequently a visitor. Mr. Spry affected wit,
and was perpetually rallying Mrs. Knowles hen ae scornlyon She Dded,
on the subject of Quakerism, in the pre-
sence of this young, gentle, and ingenuous
girl, who, at the age of eighteen, had Thus far as prefatory t0 these requested
received what is called a proper education minutes which I made at tle tire of the
-one of modern accomplishments-without ensuing conversation. It comrenced with
having been much instructed in the nature Mrs. Knowles saying,-
and grounds of her religious belief. Upon II am te ask thy indulgence, Doctor,
these visits, Mrs. Knowles was often led in towards a gentie female to whom thou
a serions defence of Quaker principles. She usedst te be kind, and Who is nneasy at the
spoke with clear and graceful eloquence Ioss et that kindness. Jenny Harry weeps
on every subject. ler antagonists were at the conseiousness that thon wilt net speak
shallow theologists, and opposed only idle te ler."
and pointless raillery te deep and long- IMadam, 1 hate the odious wench, and
studied reasoning on the precepts of Scrip- desireyon will not talk to me about ler."
ture, uttered in persuasive accents, and " Yet, what is her crime, Doctor?"
clothed with all the beauty of language. IApostasy, madam, apostasy froi the
Without any design of making a proselyte, commnnity in which she was educated."
she gained one. "Surely, the quitting one community for

Miss Harry grew pensively serious, and another cannot be a crime, if it is done
meditated perpetually on all which had frei motives of conscience. Hadst tlou
dropped from the lips of Mrs. Knowwes, on a been edncated in the iormedi Churha, I
theme, thc infinite importance of whicl mnst suppose thon wouldst have abjured its
she tsen perhaps for the first time, began errors, and thaf there would bave been
te feel. At lengtp, her imagination pursu- me ant in the abjuration."
ing this, its primai religions bias, she be- tIMada, if I had been educated in fli
lieved Quakerisr the onQy true Christianity. Roman Caholic faier., I elieve I shouid
Beneath sudh conviction, she thongît if Mer have questioned my right te quit the
duty te jein, at every hazard of -worldly religion f y fathers; therefore, weli may
interpst, fIat ciass of worshippers. On hate the arrogance of a young wenclu wo
deciaaing these sentiments, several ingeni- slts herself up for a judge on theologial
ouLs clergymen were commissioned te reason peints, and deserts the religion in whose
with ier; but we ail know the force of bosoK w she was nurtnrede"
tiret impressions in tlieology. This yeung IIShe lias net dons e 5: fthc name and the
lady 'wuo argued with by the divines, and faith of Christians are net denied te the
tweatened by lier guardian in vain. She sechtaries."
persisted in resigning lier splendid expec- "If the name as net, the common-sense
tations for what appgared toier the pafa of is.h"
dnty. I1 O wil net dispute this point wit tle,

1cr father, on beinsg made acquainted Doctor, at least at present; it woud carry


