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AL CONDITIONS AND INTERNATIONALI
COMPETITION 1

differences now exiat li industrial conditions
countries which are conipeting for control
e. In the. English speaklng countries the
are longer, and wage scales higiier, even in
i. cost cf living, Vian li Japan, China, Rus-.
f the South Anierican countries. This has
or a long time past, but 'was more than off-
efficiency ti production, with the resuit tint
,ripped other couritries in securing interna-
Tho United States bas talren the lead tin

ti Great Britain, whi<ch did noV adopt new
!nt xnethods quite go readily, hours of work
d the. wage scale lower. Germany acconi-
r a ready application of science, a still lower
ring, and the. governinental support cf inx-
ns of revenue derived freux its citizens lin
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1917, to $13,2541,724 in April, 1919. This increase has taken
place in spite of the substantial tariff protection afforded to
domnestic industries, an Imiperial preference te British, in-
dustries, and greater proxlmity of those of the United States.

With nations as with indlVidUaLIS there is a proces of
evolution which elixninates those which cannot offer a suffict-
ently attractive bargain. It is perbaps fortunate that there
are now actively in the field countries whlch have preserved
a coniparatively low sitandard, for their competitton sets a
limit te the pursuit of gross material betterments with mucli
the ledn"countries are occupied. Until we are pre-
pared to submit te sterner tests of ability the field of forelgul
trade I rcial lsd

Referring te comipetition of these countries, A. E. Mid-
dleton Ilope, C.A., writing in the Canadian Chartered Ac-
countant, says: "The growth of industry ini these countries
on a largýe scale, with their teemiing miillions, working long
hours and ut ridlculously lw wages, would enable their
manufactures to be imiported into the more advanced coun-
tries at prices mnuch below the colt of manufacture in the.
latter unless a very high tariff were imnposed against thei,
and the prescrit mjind of the miasses lin these countries te
dlircctly opposed te the imposition of tatriffs high enough to
pirevent the. import of goods 'when obtainable at muc~h lower
figures from outaide. In consequence, any improvement lin
the standard nt present enjoyed by the more advanced con-
tries is limited by the. opening up of the countries of the,.
ast and their low standards, The only hope, then for

miaintalnlng the standard already attained by the. more
advanced nations is the ralsing of the standard in the back-
ward nations. It lght be truly said that the progreas of
civilisation le being retarded by the slow development of
these ignorant peoples.Y

The. abllity of a government te iniprove conditions la,
on the other hand, strlctly limlited. TIn fiact, miost cases
ef state interference have resulted ln more harin thari good.
Dealng wlth thbs point, the. above xnentioued wrlterua:-

"It la esgential, to recognize the. 'limitations of state
control of the. machinery of production; and, because of the.
growing international status of capital, legislatipri desigxied
te restriet and uxxduly control capital would cause capital
te seek unfettered investxnent elsewhere. The fundanxental
requirenients of any better relation la thnt labor shall be-
corne efficient or it cannot recelve more than it ie flow get-
thxg. Capital must go on accunwlatlng tin order to pro.


