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À PLEA FOR MINING IN! BRITISH! COLUIMBIA

Industry Sbould be DeveIoped as Factor in War-Uited
States Capital Gaining Hld

"Being in the miningz business, anid having dealt in mines
more or lcss for the past 2e years," said Mr. Donald Cramner,
of Vancuver, in an interview witi The MVoti'lary Times'
special repre-sentative, 4'eue is struck with the incongruity of
things wheni he secs a ieading in tie paper as follows:- 'The
Dominion gevernmnent lias agreed te pu,-chase ail the pig-iron
manufactured in British Columnbia during thc next tire. years
at current rates,' and tien furtier on a statement made by
Sir Robert B3orden, which, while flot made altogether i con
noction with thc znining business snti! ba.s a bearing on ît,
that the Dominion governiment has not an inexhaustible sup.'
ply ef moneY,

"The first statement w,,as made in answer te a delegation
of reputable business meni from thc province of British Colum -bia, asking the Domiion goeriment bo aid in starting the
iron and steel industry in thc province of British Columbia.
Tiey, ne Ôoubt, made an appeal te thc gevemnment, net only
from am economic, but aise frein a patriotic standpoinit. If
the war is going te continue much longer, and timere are ne
uigns of abatement yet, we are going to necd ail the. iron
and steel that oen bc produced iu British Columbia and else-
wherc in Canada, as a war measure, and wilc aith begi.
ming of the. wa.r, before munition plants bad started in Can
ada, nmillons ef dollars were advanced te manufacturers of
munitions i tic United States by rthe Munitions Board te
enable ricin te preduce munition-, for tic Allies, until such
time as eur own plants could atart and get iuto proper shape,
do yen net think ke would bie a wîse plan for thc geverninent
te look upen thc iron anmd steel industry in British Ceolumbia
in thc sarne light as the manufacture of munitions was lookcd
upoxi in the. early days of tic war ?

"%\e read with a great dciii ef interest that thc United
States governiment bas given au order to, tic sbipbuilding
plants ini Seattle for shipa, amnounting te, a hundred million
dollars, the reasen being that the. yards in tic cast werc
crowded witi werk. In erder te facilitate Uic building cit ships,
and te give the whele country a f air chance, titis immense
order was pIaced in the vest.
@omditlane ore 8vtabi. for Steel Industry.

«Now tiere is no reasen te believe tint ail tic Irou and
steel mmoufacturcd in sastern Canada canner bc absorbed by
casteru Canada itseif, and a great deai more. Then whiy
aiiould net tuis Idea apply lu the samne way te thc iron n
steel indusrry in British Columubia, andi why should mot the
Dominion goveruxuent devclop such a scheme? This is siot
only patritic-it la good business.

"This bugaboo of not iaving the minerais is not right.
W. have tie mlnerals,-we have seme et the fluest minerals li
the world vici ich te manufacture steel. Soe ef the mont
eminent engineers from forelgu countries, such as NoYrve-
glan., Svedes and men frem the Unitsd States, bave passed
upon our ore, and every oue et theni i. igh in the prain, of
British Columbia irou oe. A mere promise te buy ail tic
iron and steel matie in Briti Columbia duriug theunext tiree
years, vile ir adds a certain zest to the induetryis rtully
netiug more or lens than a nicely phrascd sielvling of the.
matter, Personally 1 amn nen i Uic stock jobbing bui1nes,
but arn dealingz wit thc properties themselves, and for the
informaioof the Canadian public 1 xuay say that there are
neverai groups of very veaitiy Americana vie are bu Y! g
un rnertie in Rriih Cnlumblia witii the. view of holdint

ofte-n it is the unsuspecting investor, as he cails himself,
invites these particular deals. Men who, go int'o this cla:
business mnust be prepared to sec the tbing through
finish. We have a great many examples in British Cohx:
of success attained ini the mnining field, and simply bec
the people wbo invested their money in mines stayed wi
and developed it, as they would an ordinary business.
ing after ail is a business; Ît can be made a speculatior
samne as anything eise : but rnining run in a busines
manner and run on a business basis li the aggregate
as well as ariy otixer business.

Enewgetio Ospartmont of Mines Ne.aded.'
"Anuither thing strikes one as rather out of the ordii

The Departnent of Mines, which is maintaimed by the
vince for the benefit of the public, and is there to investi
deposits an'd sec what can be donc with them, frequ
makes reports which are quite unintelligible. A live de
ment wouid be a great boon te the province and te Cai
and they sbeuld keep their cars to the ground, as it were,
as soom as they heard of new discoveries, and as soon as
heard of minerais that would be of value te, the counrtry,
wo.uid have men on the spot to investigalie, and men te
a report on thnt particular minerai without fear Somet
their judgment may bc at fault, but still it is better te
a tborough report as Io what an engineer sees and *hi
thinks than te issue a report in sucli a way that the t
ing is obscured te the public.

«'I wouid suggest that branches of thc Mining Uepart
shouid b. placcd iii every mineral province ini Canada,
active heads in charge ef each branch, whcreby propt
could b.e invesrtigated with the. least possible dclay, ami
resuits g-iven in plain, understandable language.

Amortoan Capital Aoqulring Hold on Propertêe.
"Finally, 1 would further suggest that some of

wealthy castern capitalists shouid take it upon thcinsehv
aid li developing the minerai resources of British Colt:
instead of ieaving it to the people fromn the United S
wbo are, as I have previously stated, tying up several pi
tics wilh a vicw to « ither holding them, or deveioping
se, that thc raw material can bc mainufactured i the U
States, niuch te the detriment of Canada as a whole, a
is only by thc development of our natural reseurces 'thý
cau ever thlnk of bcing able Ie wipe out our immense
and if our resources in this province were developed, i
met take long fer thein to place the country on a seunè
nomic basns, and pr<wide for the wiping out of our war
besides beig primarlly a patriotic duty."

ENORMOUS EXPENDITURE ON RAILROAD#

The. railroad administration of the. United States ha4
pared a budget providing for a capital expenditure of $r
ooe,ooo on tic railreads, for means and equipmenta.
mum is appreainiatcly equal te the total capital expead
,of thc rallroads for thc past three ycars. PracticaUy ail 4
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