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niakes theni resenible a nialignant infiltration. Thcv are verv
painful during their progressing perioci. A case înay last ani,'-
whiere froîîî five or six- nionthis tg) a year and a iaif. or longer.
Amputation of the extreinities lias hiad to) be resortc(l to;, abor-
tions, and dead-born ebjiliren at terni have followed this class
of burns to the bocdv. It i'; doubtiful whether ever (leathi lias
resultcd froîîî such buruis, aithiugh i t lias beeii aisserteci as the
cause iii more than one case. Serlsuits for nial-practice lav-e
fohlowec after somne of thes-ý unfo'(-rtuniate accidenits. In thrce
cases the injuries camie on ffive nionths after the exposuire or
later.

he inquiry naturally arises, cati these undesirable lesions
be avoided and the resaits thiat are (lesÏre(l l)e &btaincd( witliout
tlîen. M7Theu the object of the exposiwe is for skiagrapluy or
fluioroscopie exainiation. , ansiver us, 1 think, unnîiiistakzablv
ves. But wlien the objeet is therapeutic action the question
becomies*different. The cure of the condition, be that condition
eithier tubercular Ïifiltration, e.xternal or internia, nieoplasm,
chronie skin dlisease, etc., niay depend, and in ail likelihiood does
depend, upon the destructive influence of the radiation. It
amiounts to the transforuning of onie pathologîical conidition, not
self-limnited and possibly irremediable, by another pathological
condition whicii is self-limited and froni wvhichi a recovcry cani
be made. To have complete commiand of the production or
avoidance of these injuries requires a perfect knowlcdge of three
thingys, two of whichi are entirely under the operator's control.
(i)' Apparatus: (2) Leclînicjue; (3) iciosytncrasy. Under
apparatus there is the clîaractet and volumie of the current
emiployed to energize the tube, the qualitv of the tube-liard or
soft (low, moderate or highi vacuur)-under technique corne
the position and arrangement- of the exposutre, distance and time
of exposure, protection to the patient, etc. These things being
measurable, miechanical and adjustable, are entirely under the
operator's control. Idiasyncrasy is an entirely different factor.
That there is a susceptibility to the effects of the energy, differing
niaterially incifferent patients, cannot, I think, l)e (lotbteci,
what influences this susceptibility is being eagerly worked out.
The hydroscopie condition of the skin or surface, the acidity or
alkalinity of the sccaetions or exudate vasor-notor irritability,
.anenîia or plethora of the parts, resistance to tiie influence, any
,or aill of these, or other factors, rnay enter into the composition
of this condition. I have no doubt but -what in a year from this
time considerably more wvill be knowvn upon this *important
matter. In closing I nuight: be permitted to reproduce a remark
as to the pathology of these lesions. The delay in their appear-


