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ished without the complote loss of consciousîîess. Clinically, this-

is best accomplished by the juidicioiis lise of tho combination of

scopolamine hydrobromide and morphine. i
It is not my intention to discuss the various physiological

manifestations produceed by these drugs upon the central nervous

system, for I feel certain that their effects arc too well known to-

ail. I shall only attempt to eall attention to the eflect produced

by those agents in their relation to obstetries.
The action of scopolamine is chiofly upon the central nervous-

system. It quiets the cerebrum and diîninishes the perception of

pain, without apparcntly influcncing the contracility of the uterus.

Labor, thoroforo, mnay progrcss nininiterruiptedly and the patient

may not only f ail to recoflect th6se pains, but maY evon be entirely

unaware of thein.
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Clinically these cases may bc divided into three distinct-

groups: (1) Tiioso patients in whomn we obtain both amnosia and

analgesia, tliat is, abolition of mrîmory and diminution of pain;

(2) patients in whom we obtain analgesia without amnesia;.

(3) cases which entirely fail to respond to this treatment.
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In o'rdcr to obtain the best rosuits witli this method, certain,

cardinal requisitos muist bc strictly observed. It is absolutely

necossary that tho patient bc so placed that silo will ho free frorn

ail disturbing influences. A physician or nurse shoinld be in con-

stant attendanco. The offeet of the drug should be carefully-

watched so that it may be repeated at propor iiitcrvals. Light in-

the room should be so arrange(l that the patient is not disturbed

by it. The fetal heart sonnds should be carefully studied. The

solutions nsed should ho obtained from reliable chemists, and'

should be accurately standardized. It should be perfectly cloar,

neyer having any sediment or flocculence, and should proferably

bo put up in ampules ecd containing the quantity required for-

a single injection.
For purposes of accurate statisties, special charts were printed,

indicating the important points to bo noted.

Our rule is to admit to the hospital only thoso patients who.

are in active labor. We, thereforo, have no means of judging,

procisely when labor sets in, nor the average duration of thc first

stage.
Treatment is begun only when the patient shows definite signs

of active labor. The patient is thon put to bed in a dimly ]ightecd


