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large, judging f rom the publishied figures. 11n 1902-03, tUe
administrative expenses of the Local Governrnent Board were
estimnated at £220,323, Of the Home Office £152,356, of the
General Register Office £54,524, Of the Privy Couincil Office
at £23,390, and a grant of £ 15,300 wzas made to tUe Meteorologi-
cal Office; or nearly haif a million yearly; ai-d this is only a
portion of the Civil Service Estimates.

Sticl disbursement lias grown naturally ini the evolution of
state affairs, and lias long ago been recogflize( as wvise. It
cannot be denied, eveni closely studying economry Uv the redistri-
bution of the duities of the departments, with due regard to
tlieir best interests, that the creation of such an offi-
ciaI and staff w-ould entail consiclerable further expencli-
ture of public mioney. A Minister of Public Health
wouIld receive a salary of tlîree to five thousand a
year, aiid f rom a business point of view would deserve anîd
earn it well, anîd the necessary and( adequate expansion of lus
staff would uin(oubtedly caîl for many thonisaiids more. It
miust be remembered, however, that such a Ministry wvould con-
sist largely of already existing officers, who would be iiow at-
tached to the Health Department. One cannlot but be impressed
witlî the animal l)aynent of a granit Of £1 5,300 to the Meteoro-
logical Office, and one feels tlîat a country which cati afford this
cari pay also for ail inmproved healtli service.

The Iiîperial Vaccination League made the renîarkable state-
nment that in London, ini the recent epidernic of smallpox, thîe
cost of attempting to isolate the sufferers bad been £5oo,ooo.
Indeecl, we may legitiuîately clainu that tlîis lîalf-niillion of
mniey nuiglt iîever have 1)een expended witli a Minister at the
head of affairs with l)loper powers, and iii any case it would
have beeiî far Uetter titilized ini the support of anl enlarged De-
partment of Preventive Medicine.

Many years ago Dr. Farr calculatecl that the average value
for ail ages of a life Nvas £15o. The sum of £150 is too, low
aiu estimate of -the valuie of eaclî person restored to îvorking
capacity from disablement or death f roui phthisis. In England

deaths f rom phtlîisis amount to 6o,ooo, per annum. Lowver this
mortality by one per cent. per aunum only, as a minimum resuit
of increased efficiency, and £9o,ooo, or the cost of your depart-
'ment, is paid for by one small ecouomnic gain f rom the dinminu-
tion of a single disease. But are nlot pouinds, shillings and
pence after ahl a flctitious estimate of an improved national or
even in(lividual standard of healtlî.


