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CHAPTER LXIV.—Continued.

“ No, he is not aware of it to the ex-
tent I speak of, for many of the docu-
ments that he believed he saw burned
in his own presence, on his own hearth,
are here, kere in the room we sitin! So
that I am in the proud position of being
able to vindicate his policy ir many
cases where Ris mwemory might prove
weak or fallacious.” _

“ Although F know Lord Danesbury’s
value for these papers does not bear ont
your own, I will not suffer myself to dis-
cuss the point. I return at once to what
I bave come for. Shall I make you an
offer in money for them, Monsieur Kos-
talergi?” _

“ What is the amount you propose ?”

“] was to negotiate for a thousand
pounds first. I was togive two thousand
at the Iaat resort. I will begin at the
last resort and pay you two.”

“ Why not piastres, Mr. Atlee? I'm
sore your ins(ructions must have said

piastres.”

Quite unmoved by the sarcasm, Atlee
took out his pocket-book and read from
a memorandum: * Should M. Kostalergi.
refuse your offer or think it Is insut-
ficient, on no account let the negotiation
take any turn of acrimeny or recrimina-
tion. He hasrendered me great serviees
in past times, and it will be for himeelf
to determine whether he should do or
pay what should in any way bar our
fauture relations tegether.”

“This 18 not a menace?” said the
Greek, emiling superciliously.

“No. It is simply an instruction,”
said the other, after a slight hesitation,

“The men who make a trade of diplo-
macy,” said the Greek, haughtily, ‘‘re-
serve it for their dealings with cabinets.
Jo home or familiar interconrse they are
straightfoiward and simple. Without
these papers your noble mraster cannot
return to Turkey as embassador. Do
not interrnpt me. He cannot come back
as embassador to the Porte! It is for
kim to say how he estimates the post.
Ap ambitious man with ample reason
for his ambition, an able man with a
thorengh conviction of his ability, a pa-
triotic man who understood and saw the
services he could render to his country,
would not bargain at the price the place
sheuld cost him, nor say ten thousand
pounds too much to pay for it.”

“Ten thousand pounds!” exclaimed
Atlee, but in real and unfeigned aston-
ishment.

“T have eaid ten thousand, and I will
not say ning—nor nine thousand nine
hundred.”

Atlee slowly arose and took his hat.
] bave too much respect for yourself |
and for your time. M. Kostalergi, $o im-
pose any longer on your leisure. I have
no need to say fhat your proposal is
totally unacceptable.”

“You have not heard it all, gir. The
money is but a part of what I insist on.
I shall demand, besides, that the British
embassador at Constantinople shall for-
merly support my claim to be received
as envoy from Greece, and that the whole
might of England be pledged to the rati-
fication of my appointment.”

A very cold but not uncourteous smile
was all Atlee’s acknowledgment of this
speech.

“ There are small details which regard
myr title and rank that I lay claim to.
With these I do not trouble you. I will
merely say I reserve them if we should
discuss thia in future.”

* Of that there is little prospect. In-
deed, I see none whatever, I may say
this muoch, however, prince, that I shall

most willingly undertake to place your
claime to be received as Minister for
Greece at the Porte under Lord Danes-
bury’s notice, and I have every hope,
for favorable consideration. Weare not
likely to meet again: may I assume that
we part friends ?”

“You only anticipate my own gincere
desire.”

As they passed slowly through the
garden, Atlee stopped and said ; “Had I

een able to tell my loxd, ¢ The prince is
just named special envoy at Constanti-
nople. The Turks are offended at some-
thing he has done in Crete or Thessaly.
Without certain pressure on the Divan
they will not receive bim. Will your

duthor
the

able me to assure him that all the cost
and expenditure of his outfit ehall be
met in & suitable form ? If, in fact, you
give me your permiesion to submit such
a basis as this, I should leave Atlaens far
bappier than I feel now.”

“The Chamber has elready visted the
outfit. Itis very modest, butitis enough.
Our pational resources are at & low egb.
You might, indeed—that is, if you atill
wished to plead my cause—y-Du might
tell my lord that I had destined this sum
a8 the fortune of my daughter. Ihavea
daughter, Mr. Atlee, and at present so-
journing in your own country. And
though at one time I was minded to re-
call her, and take her with me to Turkey,
I have grown to doubt whether it would
be a wise policy. Our Greek contingen-
cies are too many and too sadden to let
us project very far in life.”

“Strange enough,” said A%lge, thought-
fully, *you have just—aa it were by
mere hazard—struck the one chord in
tho English nature that will always re-
apond to the appeal of & home affection.
‘Were Ito say : ‘ Do you know why Kos-
talexgi makes so hard a bargain? It is
to endow a daughter. It is the sole pro-
vigion he stipulates to muke her—Greek
statesmen can a1uass N0 fortunes—this
hazard will secure the girl'a future!’ On
my life, I cannot think of one argament
that would have equal weight.”

speak.

“ Lord Danenbury never married, but
I know with what interest and affection
be foilows the fortunes of men who live
to secuxa the happin. sa of their children.
It is the one plea he conld not resist ; to
be sure, he might say : ‘ Kostalergi told
you this, and perhsps at the time he
himself believed it ; but how can 8 man
who likes the world and its very costlies.
pleasures guard hirnself against his own
babits? Who is o pledge his honor
that the girl will ever be the owner of
this sum 2’ ” .

“ ] shall place that beyond a cavil or a
question ; he shall ‘be himself her guard-
ian. The money shall not leave his
hands till she marries. You have your
own laws, by which & man can charge
his estate with the payment of & certain
amount. My lord, if he assents to this,
will know how it 10ay be done. I repeat,
I do not desire to touch a drachma of
the sum,”

“You imterest me immensely. I
cannot tel) you how intensely I feel in-
terested in all this, In fact, I shall own
to yon frankly that you have at last
employed an argument I do not know
how—even if I wighed—-to answer. Am
T at libexty to state this pretty much as
you have told it ?”

*Every word of it.”

“ Will you go further—will you give
me & little line, -2 memorandum in your
own hand, to show that 1 do not mis-
state or mistake you—that I have your
meaning correctly, and without even a
chance of error "

“I will write it formally and deliber-
ately.”

The bell of the outer door rang at the
moment. It was a telegraphic message
to Atlee to say that the steamer had
perfected her repairs, and would sail that
evening.

‘¢ You moan to sail with her 7” asked
the Greek. “Well, within an hour you
shall have my packet. Good-bye. I
have no doubt we shall hear of each
other again.”

¢1 think I could venture to bet on it,”
were Atlee’s last words, as he turned
8WAY.

CHAPTER LXYV.
“IN TOWN.”

Lord Dansesbury had arrived at Brut-
ton street to confer with certain mem-
bers of the Cabinet who remained in
town after the session chiefly to consult
with him. He was accompanied by his
niece, Lady Maud, and by Walpole, the
latter continuing to reside under his roof
rather from old habit than from any
strong wish on either side,

Walpole had obtained a short exten-
gion of his leave, and employed the time
in trying to make up his mind abhout a
certain letter to Nina Kostalergi, which
he bad writlen nearly fifty times in
different versions and destroyed. Neither
his lordship nor his niece ever saw him.
They knew he bhad & room or two.some-
where, & servant was occasionally en-
countered on the way to him with a
breakfast-tray and an urn; his letters
were seen on the hall table, but, except

lordship empower me to say that you
will undertake this, and moreoyer, exn-

these, he gave no signms of life—never
appeared at luncheon oy at dinner—and

Kostalergi smiled faintly, but did not
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as niuch dropped out of memory or in-
terest as though he had ceased to be.

It was one evening, yet early—scarcely
eleven o’clock—as Lord Danesbury’s
little party of four Cabinet chiefs had
just departed, that he sat at the drawing-
room fire with Lady Maude, chatting
over the events of the evening’s conver-
sation, and discussing, a8 men will do at
times, the characlers of their guests.

“ Tt has been nearly as tiresome a8 a
Cabinet council, Maude!” gaid he, with
a sigh, * and not unlike it in one thing—
it was almoet always the men who knew
least of any matter who discussed it moat
exhaustively.”

“ I conclude you know what you are
going out to do, my lord, and do not care
to hear the desnltory notions of people
who know nothing.” .

“Juet so. What could a First Lord
tell me about these Ruesian intrigues in
Albania? or is it likely that a Home
Becretary is aware of what is preparing
in Montenegro? They get hold of some
crotchet in the Revue de Deux Mondes,
and, assuming it all to be true, they ask,
defiantly ;: * How are you going to deal
with that? Why did youn not foresee
the other? and such hke. How little
they knew, as that fellow Allee says,
that a man evolves his Turkey out of the
necessities of his pooket, and captures
his Constantinople to pay for & dinner at
the ‘Freres!'! What fleets of Russian
gun-boats have I seen launched to pro-
cure a foew bottles of Champagne! 1 re-
member a chasse of Kersch, with the
cafe, costing & whole battexy of Krupp’s
breech-loaders !”

“ Are our own journals more corréct "

“ They are mors cautious, Maude—far
more cantious. Nine days’ wonders with
us wonld be too costly. Nothing must
be risked that can affuct the funds, The
share list is too solemn a thing for
joking”

“The premier was very silent to-night,”
said she, after a panse.

“ He generally is, in company : he
looks like & man bored at being obliged
to listen to people saying the things that
he knows as well, and conld tell better
than they do.”

“ How completely he appears to have
forgiven or forgotten the frish fiasco /’

‘“Of course he has, An extra blunder
in the conduct of Irish affairs is only like
an additional mask in a fancy ball—the
whole thing is motley; and asking for
consistency would be like requesting the
ocompany to behave like archdeacons.”

“ And go the mlachief has blown over ?”

% In & messure it has, The Opposition
gquarreled among themselves ; and such
ag were not ready to take office if we
were beaten declined to press the motion.
The irresponsibles went on, as they al-
ways do, to their own destruction. They
became violent, and, of course, our
people appealed against the viofence,
and with such temperate language and
good-breeding, that we carried the Houee
with us”

“J see there waa quite a sensation
about the word ‘villain.’ ¥

% No ; miscreant. It was miscreant—a
word very ‘popular in O’Conpell’s diy,
but rather obsolete now. When the
Speaker called on the member for an
apology we had won the day! These
rash utterances in debate are the explo-
sive balls that no one must use in battle;
and if we only discover one in a fellow’s
pouch, we discredit the whole army.”

_“1 forget : did they press for a divi-
sion ?”

“No; we stopped them. We agreed
to give them a ‘special committee to in-
quire’ Of all devices for secrecy in-
vented, I know of none like a ‘special
committee of inquiry.’ Whatever people
have known beforehand their faith will
now be sbaken in, and every possible or
accidental contingency assume & shape,

& size, and a stability beyond all beliel.
They have got their committee, and I

wish them luck of it! The only men
who could tell them anything will take
care not to criminate themselves, and
the report will be a plaintive cry overa
country where so few people can be per-
suaded to tell the truth, and nobody
should seem any worse in consequencs.”

“ Cecil certainly did it,” said she, with
a certain bitterness.

“]1 suppose he did. These young
players are always thinking of scoring
eight or ten on a single hazard: one
should never back them !”

“ Mr. Atlee said there was some female
influence at work. He would not tell
me what nor whom. Possibly he did
not know.”

“1 rather suspect he did know. They
were people, if I mistake not, belonging
to that Irish castle—Kil—Kil-somebody,
or Kil-something.”

* Was Walpole flirting there? Was
he going to murry one of them ?"’

“ Flirting, I take it, must have been
the extent of the folly. Qecil often said
he could not marry Irish. Ihave known
mendoit! You are aware, Maude”—
and here he looked with uncommon
gravitly—*‘ the penal laws have been all
repealed ?”

“I was speaking of society, my Inrd,
not the statutes,” said she, respectfully,
and half suspicious of a gly jest.

“Had she money ?"’ asked he, curtly.

“I cannot tell; I know nothing of
these people whatever! I remember
gomething—it was & newapaper story—
of a girl that saved Cecil’s life by throw-
ing herself before him : a very pretty in-
cident it was; but these things make no
figure in a gettlement; and & woman
may be as bold as Joan of Arc, and not
have sixpence. Atlee says you can al-
ways settle the courage on the younger
children.”

“ Atlee's an arrant scamp,” said my
lord, leughing. “ He should have writ-
ten some duys since.”

“1 suppose he is too late fur the
borough; the Cradford election comes
on next week ?” Though there could not
be anything more languidly indiffzrent
than her voice in this question, a faint
pinkish tinge flitted across her cheek,
and left it colorless a8 before.

“Yes, he has his address out, and
there is & sort of committee—certain
licensed-victualer people—to whom he
has been promising some especial Sab-
bath breaking that they yearn after. I
have not read it.”

“T have; and it is cleverly written,
and there i little more radical in it thau
we heard this very day at dinner. He
tells the electors: ‘You are no more
bound to the support of an army ora
navy, if you do not wish to fight, than to
maintain the College of Surgeons and
Physicians, if you object to take physic.’
He says: ‘To tell me that I, with eight
shillings a week, have an equal interest
in resisting invasion as your Lord Dido,
with eighty thousand per annum, is sim-
ply nonsense. If you,’ cries he to one of
his supporters, ‘ were to be offered your
life by a highwayman on surrendering
some few pence or half-pence you car-
ried in your pocket, you do not mean to
dictate what my lord marquis might do,
who has got a zold watch and a pocket-
ful of notes in 2is. And so I say once
more, let the rich pay for the defense of
what they value. You and I hayve no-
thing worth fighting for, and we will not
fight. Then as to religion——"

(To be continued.)

American Railway Union and the Farm-
ers’ Alliance. The triple Alliance thus
formed wili control about 1,500,000 men.
A convention under the auspices of the
Illinois State Federation of Labor will be
held at Springfield, Ill., July 2, §, and 4,

and then the proposed union will prob-
ably be effected. .

Steps will soon be taken to form a triple
alliance between the Knightas of Labor, .



