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. din of God, give you the paternal advice and
3 _g,-ouﬁaix t0 -ﬁfdertn);:e, a orusade to-the Holy

- Y:amd to.the honor of God and the support and
[ -f»nsa}';"{af‘fj&f v poor, suppressed brethren in the
Vrient, Shonld you follow faithfully our words,
shall‘be our constant prayer to the Almighty,
‘thiat-he may, look With fatherly favor upon you,
‘his true; servant, your family and your descend-
iants for agesto come.” . L
. The sount sat, lost in: deep thought, looking
| ing silently ‘and]with restless eye, into the
: otackling fire; but Lucinda, with Otto'in her
lap, shed scalding tears, while Eliza wrung her
hands, **Sigismund Gassler cast his gaze tothe
floor, appearing to-be participating in their
pains and sorrows at heart ; bub his innermost
soul was stirred with a fiendlike malignity. |
At last Walter rose from his seat, stepped,
with 2 firm resolution in his face, towards the
monk, who deemed himself certain of success,
and said, while a_manly tear fell upon his
black beard :
“Look upon my wife, my infant son and
my sister. Shall I leavo these good souls be-
hird, alone and unprotected ?  Shall I leave

" them defenscless and expossed to hostile at-

- tacks? Yes, even to the pleasure of every
rapacious knight? No, never! Give the ven.
" erable Bishop of Augsburg my knightly greet-

" ing and tell him that Count Walter, of Raben-

* him,

fels is always ready and willing to fulfill an act
of Christinn mercy; but never can he be per-
suaded to a crusade to the Orient.”

“ As you please,” returned the meonk, with
a forced smile upon his features; * but this re-
fusal will be no great rccommendation to the
favor of the venerable Conrad. But as far as
the support acd security of your loved onesis
concerned, I might give you a piece of advice,
Give Knight Sigismund an opportunity to re-
comipense you for the generosity you have shown
Leave him at Rabenfels till you re-

turn.”

¢ Sigismund,” returned the count blunmtly,
¢ has a wife and child and will return-home in
a few days.” ,

% Knicht Sigismund has no home,” replied
the monk, ¢ for Ulm has surrendered, after a
long defense, and yesterday it fell into the ua-
merciful and cruel hands of its besiegers, asa

‘| deremonios. The other clergymen’ present -weve—
Very “Rev. Father - McLoughlen, O8.F,
Bank Convent, Ennis; Rev. P, White, C.0., E :
Rev. Robert Fitzgerald, C.C.,, Ennis ; Rev. M. Mee-
‘han, P.P,, Carigakolt’; Rev. D, ‘Corbett, P.P.;'Quin;
Rev. “Mr. Sheehan, C.C., Tulla;’Rev, Mr, Stanley,
C.C, Clare ; Rev. Mr. Halpin'and - Rev. Mr. Hogan,
0.0, Kilmealy.. The choir wasexceedingly.cffactive,

| with organ‘accompaniment. - -

. PR N Y .
THE-BERNOXN, . :

* At the conclusion

and preached a magnifisent discourse, taking his
text from the 818t chapter of Proverbs. )

i Who shall find a valiant woman ; far and frem
the uttermeat coasts is the price of her. . The heart
of her husband trusteth in her, and he shall have
no need of spoils; she will render him good and
not evil all the days ef her life. * * ¢ "
Strength and beauty are her clothing, and she will
laugh in her latter day.”

The gifted preacher, who was habiled in the
Dominican garb, proceeded f{o say that they knew
that cvery word of the Holy Scriptures was inspired
by the Spirit of "God-—that Spirit which descended
on this day of Pentecost in tongues of fire on the:

should remain in {he €hurch for ever and ever.—
And they knew that every word in the Sacred writ-
ings contains a‘deep and hidden meaning—s mean-
ing which, though deep and hidden, is yet capable’
of explanation, and when explained to those who
study the Inspired Word with the light ef Truth,
and who thus understand its meaning by the evi-
dence of the Gospel; becomes easy of comprehen-
sion, Who, then, was.this valiant woman spoken
of in the Proverbs? Only one was she; becauss
the attributes with which she is invested and gifted
are exceptional, and belong to a particularly favored
one only. “Farand from the uttermost coasts is
the price of her ; stsength and beauty are her cloth-
ing, and sho shall laugh at her enemies.” Thus is
this valiant woman described, ¥ The heart of her
husband trusteth in her; and he shall have no need
of speils. She will render him good and not evil
oll the days of her life. She hath girded her loins
with strength, and had strengthened her arm.—
Many daughters have gathered together riches:
thou hast surpagsed them all” He went on to say
that it was n remarkable truth that Christ Our Lord,
who came down from Heaven on this earth of ours
to found His Church; who made the founding of
His Church the prineipal object of His coming, and
likoned it to the bride and the bridegroom,and
compared it in the love that should be borne to it,
to the love which men should have for their wives.
That men should love their wives as Christ loved
the Church,—shadows forth the attributes of the
Chutch in mony ways. The Church of Christ has
not spot or strin or wrinkle; but it is in all things

Willow:
., Ennia; | ingforth, achers her. evange/eis, 1n- eyel
: | direction,>to whateyer part:of-the'earth;the sun-il--

‘of ‘the High  Mass, the Very.
Rev. Thomas N. Burke, O.P,, ascended the pulpit,

Apostles, and which Spirit, Christ had promised,-

- pppﬁﬁﬂon

ihe ‘wanderer; and:
‘Ing forth ‘her teachers aud herevangelisis in: eyery.

lumines “with his rays, diawing -intoher cloisters
‘| the grand literature of:Pagan’ antiquity, consolidat.
ing; strengthening and founding the‘system of Chrie-
‘tian civilization and civil society on the basis of
sterdal truth, " . ¢ e e Ter oL

‘If wi'read attentively the history. of the werld,

to he'the state of the progress of events : First came
the priest, with the Gospel in"his hand, to " tell the
peopls something of -which they bad not’-heard be-
fore, ind of which they had no-conception, until he
opened his mouth. Having alawon his lips and
Bacraments in his hands, the priest tells the people
things of which they had no knowledge before shen.
Slowly and silently the light dawns upon & few of
those to whom he speaks ; a few only are attracted
to him by the light ; the majority of these among
whom he goes sternly demand of the man the pledge
of his earnestness by the sbedding of his blood.—
Then the Apostle becomes the martyr, and the earth
is red with the blood of the saint who brought tid-
"ings of salvation to men who must have his life in
return for the gift he brings them. The mustard
seed had been already sown ;. that small seed .went.
down into the earth ; but now tho blood of the mar-
tyr bedeéws it; the green leaflet cemes out; the lit-
tle’ plant dares to show its head; siorms come. that
bend it to the ground ; but there is the strong hope
of God’s promise that it shall come triumphant out
of diffienlty and danger. The young tree grows,
and grows ; it puts out its branches far and wide,
until at length it gathers every bird of the air with-
in its protecting foliaga, -
The History of the Church of God proclairs this
tobe the case in every mation, and in all time—
First, the Charch is founded. Thers is no cere-
monin], no beauty, no gorgeous altar, or richly em-
broidered vestments ; there is nothing to attract the
eve and fill the ear, except the carnest words of the
preacher, ‘There is no beauty, but there is strength
—the strength of the valiant woman ; that strength
is in the hearts of those who have become enamored
of its hidden graces in'the Church, The martyrs'
blood waters the land, aud the seed comes up in
season; and this has beer the history of God's
Church everywhere, throughout all {ime, in every
land, save one and only one, Yes, this has been
the state of the facts in every place, tims, and ne-
tion, save that one only of which he would now pro-
ceed to speak. Yes, the Great God in the ordin-
ancgs of His wisdom and power makes exceptions
to testify to the truth of that wisdom and power, to
prove to His encmies who might otherwise driumph
in the thought that they had all to themselves of the
race of man, which are the creatures of His hand,
that He can and does make exceptions to the gen-
eral rule, In the Deluge, the Almighty stretched

‘climoes’éolors . sud degrees-in every:land, and send-.|;

and the history of the Church of Christ; we find this’

-death ofi:mmartyrs.""This land!of ours, during these
Jong :dges,-had been the mother of Saints, of ;Apos-
tles, of doctors, of sages; of the wise; who illumin.
dted-with the splendor of their knowledge the dark-
ness of Europe, .« o T
But a day at-length

fj:ﬁle", rvrl:nch was désﬂneﬁii&

the Catholic ceremonies had to be 1aid. aside, /and:
when the light and life of the sanctuary had become.
,dimmed, and the:Irish priest had to betake himself
to shelter from the storm, Yet God gave to Ireland
and her Church & hidden besuty, a-hidden life, a
hidden immortality. - That time came when men's
souls were iried by dire persecution, and laws, the
mogt flagitious and bloody, were enacted against
the professors and the profession of the ancieat
Faith, But the Catholic Church, though subjected
to untold pains and penalties, and the direst perse-
cution, lived in the hearts of the people; and, come
what gtorm may, they could not be separated from
the anchor of the faith to which they had always
clung, Ireland had received the Gospel from St.
Patrick, and she has hot lostif. _Antioch, Syria, and
Egypt, and other countries in the East, which had
been evangelized by the Apostles themsslves, fell
away. The Tark and the Saracen ¢ame, and the
light of truth -which those nationg received from
the disciples of Our Loxd, was extingunished by the
sword of persecution. Bweden and Norway "and
Denmark and a poriion of Germany,—these nations
were asked would they suffer and die for the faith,
and thoy said no ; and they did not suffer; and they
lost the inheritance of salvation which was brought
to them by their early Apostles, some of whom
came to them from Ireland. Three hundred yeosars
ago, tho question was asked of Ireland: Are you
prepared to live, or can you live withot the practice
and profession of the old religion with which yeu
hare been so long identified as a nation? Are you
prepared to suffer and to die? Are you ready to
allow life and freedom to be sacrificed for religion's
-sake? And let all you hold dear be torn from you
or give it up? These questions were asked of
Ireland three hundred years ago ; and her answer is
recorded in the mrchives of heaven, and on the page
of contemporaneous history. Countless martyrs
prove to the sincerity of the response she gave.to
the question of the tyrant, the confiscator,the perse-
cutor; and the bloodicst coede that ever disgraced
legislative annals of the most barbarous govern-
ments was aoacted against Ireland and the Irish
because of the old faith., Yet the faith was not
conquered, nor were the people subdued, or uproot-
ed from the soil. They gavean example of forti-
fude, of long-snffering, of patience, of heroism, wn-
recorded and unheard of in any other land but their
own; but they have had a glorious resurrection;
and the religion of the Irish people at no time died,

: 6l.§'§o'-f bosom went forth; in perenmal
‘abunda; .Bichops, _priests, members ‘of ‘ religious
ordere, te sow:the seed in other places,and meet the:

1 diction’of

see an énd o all the glory ; ‘when the’ grandeur i of |-

holds. . After & few other. ‘sentences im
ogain'paid g tribute of descrved respect ty 1,
Eeilny, the, Very Rov. preacher concluded -5 o
adiirable sermon, by giving a blessing fo_ thy oo
gregation, " ", " S i
Atthe

conolugion of the sermon, thete was Ra..
distion!of the Blossed Sacrament, With chorey''s
. companiment, fter which' the immense - oop ugc.
tion left the church, .~ Lz oG

EGULESIASTICAL' LEGISLATION ‘IN ar.
o U Mawy, o N GER

A letterfrom our Prussian Correspondent i
the latest development of the new Eéclesl;agteiz:?gea
gislation in Germany.: Even before formiy o
opinion'on its merits,” it is.impossible net tgom
struck by the muitiplication of laws on thig Bubj
by the Prussian and German Parliaments E" e";:
suceessive law seems to require some other to“
force or to complete it. It is but a short time : o
that Dr, Menning was discussing in oyr columy 0
the justice of the original “Falk Laws” anq yeb ”
have already hud to report two sets ofsupplementaw v
enactments,one by the German,the other by the Pry
sian Parliament, It must be owned this fact alo; "
suggests some misgivings respecting the wisdone
of the course on which Prince Bismarck and kg Wlln
leagues have cntered. Such & result correspond-
precisely to_the difficulty which might be expgcte:
to arise from any attempt by the State to cany j;
authority too far in snch a matter. Therg aremgn!
subjects with which interference is in the nature of
Ahings interminable. They are esgentially immlo
able; when we attempt to grasp them by law thp-
elude us, and each successive effort only leagy ¢
anotherequally fruitless, This is eminently trge m‘gg
matiers of religion, when onoe a strong feeling §
favor of freedom of conscience has Leen arougeq .
Private convictions then tale refuge in practices';;
in silent protests which the law fails to touoch : or it
it ¢ndeavers to reach them, it attemptsin Y:lin‘lo
keep pace with the subtle ingenuity of enthusiasy
A Bishop or Priest, for instance, may be imprisoneq,
but if his congregation hold themselvegin conscionce'
bound to recognize no other pastor, it is impossible
by force of law to transfer their allegiance, " Tf the
have been taught to regard his authority ag esgep,
tially spiritual, and as derived from an independeﬁt '
source, they will net believe that thu Statg gy
emancipate them from it; and the pastor, whether
imprisoned or banished, will retain in substance the
autbority of whioh he is nominally deprived,

The Prussian statesmen have already been com.
pelled to go very far in the course en which the

entered & year or two agn. In the first instance, the
Jesuits wero expelled, stringent regulations \veré @3
tablished for the education and the appointment of
the Clergy, and the Government received power ty
fine and imprison disobedient Biskops or Priests—
This power, moreover, has been exorcised without

_;’:‘ugftin assured me upon his knightly honor.
~Gassler’s Wife, Edeltrudis, and his infant daugh- | P
: k in Strassburg yet. | Yo R . A

ter may stay many a week In St g Y€ | woman, have we not the attributes which are given
-And should she long for her loving husband, | ¢, her by the Scriptures, in tho Church? First of
“why, we can casily help them. The pilgrim- | all, we find strength in the Church; strength and

because it has risen trinmphantly from the grave to
which the penal laws affected to comsign it. St.
Augustine says that Christ went down to the grave,
by which he showed that he was man; but that
Christ rese from the grave, by which he proved

hesitation, and several Bishops have been commiitted
to prison, But without permanently secluding such
offenders, it was obviously impossible to prevent
their re-asserting the claims for which they had
been punished, and, acoordingly, a law, of which we

erfectly fair and perfectly beautiful. And thus if | forth His might, and exhibfted His Will, when He
ut to ascertain who i8 meant by this valiant | saved Noab and his sous from the common inunda-
tion, lest the enemy might rejoice and say that He
had wholly destroyed the race which he had mude.
Thus, when the whole race of Adam fell in Adam's

PRI 3 s pas rass- | immortality. Strength is her glory, and she shall L 1 t C A 5 A
ars to the HOEY Laid 'ltmng:c':ll m $ dslft to | live for length of days. The Son of God deolares | thereward of his innocence in the cnme;(_:f his first | fering, she is no exception to other lande that haye | the Reichstag of the German Empire for the further
burg, and I will make 1t especialy My QUEY S0 1, 4 o oo vor His Church is, the gates of hell shall | parents, the Almighty God, out of the entire human | suffered ; but that, iz preserving the inestimable| coercion of the Ultramontane Clergy. Aaccording

inform the noble lady of the whereabouts of
ber husband, and bring her herc to Rabenfels,
under the protection of a safe and strong escort.
Countess Lucinda and Eliza will give the wife
of Walter's friend a hearty greeting and wel-
come at Rabenfels; while the boy, Otto, .mll
find an excellent playmate in Gassler’s little
daughter, Johanna. ~You see the weight that
seemed to press the count’s heart, has.dlsap-
peared, and the way to the Holy Land is now
as opea as that to heaven.”

vot prevail ogainst her—that she shall existal-
ways, and never die: ¥ I am with you all days even
unto the consummation of the world,” said the Lord
to tho Apostles, Thus we are satisfied that the
Church bag strength and immontality ; but there is
more than this in addition. She has the attritute
of benuty ; sn unfading beauty which is without
spot or wrinkle—* Thou wort made exceedingly
benutifal,” said the Lord, *because of My beauty
which I put upon thee! By these signs, then, all
men know her—by ber strength and immortality ;
and that supernatural beauty superadded, which re-,
embles on this earth the ineffable beauty of the

sin, and when man had lost the heritage which was

race, took the Blessed Virgin Mary, and said to her
— Thon ar# free from spot or taint—stain there is
not in thee” * She is all fakr and there is no speck
orstain in her” The Almighty singled ont the
Blessed Virgin Mary from all the children of Adamn
and exempted her from the guilt of original sin, and
made her pure and holy, and proclaimed her blessed
among women, The great and good God did this,
lest the coemy might say, ¥ You have made a race,
but yon have not preserved your own sanctity in
any oue individual of those you have made” Thus
it ia in all nations under the sun, wherever we look
abroad into the history of mankind, The mustard

But Walter seturned, in a half mocking, | God hesd in Heaven. This, then,is the valiant | seed 13 put down in the ground ; it is hidden from

‘half friendly tone: .
s Monk, you possess a splendid eloquence to
tempt the sword out of the scabbard, But

" don’t give yourself any further pains, It is of

no avail. I cannot consent; we will rest on
it. Good night !’

The monk was abashed, bowed lowly and
left the apartment; while Sigismund; hardly
able to suppress the fire burning in his heart,
also begged to be excused for the remainder
of the night, and teok leave to retire to his
couch.

Lucinda rushed to the breast of her husband,
and begged him, with tears, not to leave her and
her child. ' ] .

«Dear Walter,’ she said, with a sobbing
voice, “ as soon as you go hence, mistortune
will fall upon Rabenfels, An anxious pre-
sentiment tells me that the noble race of Count
‘Walter, and especially his wife, will have to
suffer innumerable mishaps, Walter, dear
husband, stay with me at your happy, peaco-
ful home. Look at your child, your loving

sister, You would not leave us thus ?”

¢ No, Lucinda, I shall not leave you, I
solemnly promise,” returned the knight. “ The
home of my loved ones I must protect before
all else, I shall stay.” )

They thanked God, and prayed to Him to
keep firm the resolution of Sir Walter, and
contented and happy they retired.

(To BE (OXTINUED) .

FATHER BURKE.
HIS SERMON IN ENNIS.

Completion of the Parish Church.

On Whit-Sunday, a multitude, numbering sevoral
thousand, poured out from their respective homes,
and wended their way to the town of Ennis, in order
to be present a# the grand High Mass, and to hear

. the impassioned eloquence of the - illustrious Domi-
*_nican, Father Thomas N. Burke ; and to contribute

-towards the completion of the lofty spire of the
_ hinndeome and richly-furnished .Parochial church,

. .which is a splendid monument of the zesl, energy

and goc - :aste of #* 3 venerable and Very Rev. Dean
XKenny, .' P, V* 20 has labored long ond well

* among the peo, .c of the capital of-Clare as their in-

: -defatigable pastor for over thirly years, There was
‘an excursion train from Limerick, which, passing
through,a rich and beautiful country, took up, at

.. the several railway stations of Cratloe, Six-mile-

., day,18'130 feet in' height

.- crownlng gilt'cross, which can be zeen for. many L. bea
e " “{‘splendor? " Yes; but yet, for threc hundred years,

“bridge, Newmarket, Ardsolas, and Clare Abbey,

. large numbers of persons in holiday attire, all bent

on adding to the congregation whioh was destined
. $0-growd the church of Ennis on this eventful day.
" The tower or spire of the church, the completion
of which wag the occigion of the ceremony of the
s i§ ia of solld cut-stome
 magonry, and is executed taa style of architecture
guitable to the features of the building, and forming
. a-siriking object: in the landscape, with .its grand

coiles, _
- There were Seyeral clerg¥ymen present during the
" "High Muss, including ‘the’ Yery -Rev. Dean Kenny,

+ PPy V.G, the VerysRev: :Dr. O'Meally, P.P.; V.G,

:"{Xenagh,:: celebrant ‘of ; High- Mass; the Rov. Mr,
yBgan, of  the! Killalos . Diocessn. College, deacon;

5;"the, Yery . Rov,. Father Carbery, of St.. Saviour's

[y §

'+ .chiureh,. Limerick, sub:deacon ; the Very' Rev. Dr.-
" "M Redmdiid)'of ‘the Diocesan' College, master * of;

woman who is apoken of in my text; and nothing
more remains than that you, my beloved brethren,
should dwell upon the fact and mark well, and re-
fleot upon the object and purposse which have
brought you together in such vast crowds into this-
church to-day. You come not {o build-up an altar,
for that kad been already built up ; nor to raise up
the walls; for they had been already raised, but you
come in your numbers to help the venerable pastor
of this parish, whose head is white with the snow
of age, who has grown blind in the gervice of
the altar and of those smong whom he bas so
fuitbfully and zealously ministered for many a long
and anxious year, You come in your numbers to
build up, not the altar or the walls, but the spire of
the church, that it mey climb in symmetry to the
upper air, and that there may be placed upon the
highest point of if, high as the hand of man can
reach, the sign of the Cross, that that signmay fling
over your homes and over yonr graves the shadow
of that Cross, of which the Apostie Paul says “God
forbid that I should glory in aught else save in the
Cross of Christ.”
When Christ Our'Lord formed the Cburch. He
gave it twe distinct attributes; one of these is es-
sential, absolutely necessary te Its existence; the
other is not. The first and essential attribute is
strength—strength sufficlent, so that wo power on
‘carth can destroy His Church, She is- to live for
over in her strength. And in this is included every
attribute. If for a moment the Church deflected,
bent aside from the atraight path te one side or the
other—went from the standard of holiness and per-
fection, and grace and loveliness, the promise which'
was ‘made to her by Christ would be null and void.
If she fell away from the standard of that high
morality which belongs to her and for which she
has been in all ages remarkablc, and if she forgot
her holy destiny; if she ceased to zemember and
was beguiled from that mowal strictness which will
not permit the lenst taint of sin; that moment she
would cease to be what Christ kas stated she al-
ways will be. And all that she is and will be, is
involved in Christ!s promise o her, “ I am with you
all days to the consummation of the world.” .
But there is another atiribute of the Church, and
that is her besuty,—beauty in hLer ceremonies,
grandeur in her cathedrals, splendor in her liturgy,
all.pervading beauty in all her glorious character-
istics of Apostleship and power. Yet on beauty she
dges not depend ; but ‘she ‘makes it the expression
‘of her zeal, of hor love, of her triumphs; though it
is not an eseential element to her existence, nor
does she depend upon it, In the history of Christ's
life and Iabors while He was on esrth, in the acts of
the Apostles, in the conversion of the nations to
Christisnity, and in bringing them within the fold
of the trus Oburch, Almighty God stamps upon His
Church that which is essential to hcr being. Dur-
ing the firat three hundred years there was no altar
to be geen, there was no church erscted, there was
no splendid cathedrals full of the evidences of light
and of civilization ; theré was no light burning
around tho Real Prosence of the Son of God in the
-Holy Bacrifice of the Mass ; there were none of those
accessories which maeet the eys in the blage of these
days in the performance of the ceremonics of the
Church, Wae not the Church ds true, as faithful,
when sho was hiddén In the'minds of  her’ votaries
‘and .adherents, and when she. Iay concealed in the
depths of the Catacombs of Bome, entombed, and
not daring to show herself a8 sho is now, amid all
the sccessories of light and grace, and’ beauty and
| 'did shie lie unobserved.by the exterior world, bereft
{ of mark-or- symbol to identify her ' exteriorly; bui,
after thoge: thres hundred :years of suffering and
{ blood and.darkness, rising éut of the tomb of blood
and. shaking off the dhroud of pérsecution,.she
walked'tho earth, and naifons began ‘to age’ h¥r'in
the-light 'of ‘ her -unfading -beauty, like the valiant
woman, and winning to her: armsthe wayfarer and

the human eye; its growth is slow ; but, at length,
it comes ®p, and by, little and little spreads itself
into a mighty tree. There was one exception made
by God lest tho devil should laugh at His Provi-
dence. .What then is that nation which was ex-
cepted from the general rule, on which God has
poured down the fullness of His favors, and blessed
with the.light and beauty and strength of His mer-
oy? What is that land which figures among the
nations of the world, that place represented by Mary
among mankind? Ob,my brethren,I am not in-
dulging in a sentiment of pride or vanity when I
say that that favored, thrice favored nation, is yours
aud mine—it is the nation of your fathera and of my
fathers. Ireland’s truth and sanctity and adherence
to the earliest teachings of her Great Apostle,—her
reception of the Gospel $ruth,—had something like
o miraculous instantaneousness, No martyr's blood
wet the earth in which the good secd of the Gospel
vas sown by Patrick, The Irish race recognired
the beauty of the al-saving dispensation, when it
appeared to them at his hands. They saw the
truth ; they ran to it; they embraced it; it came to
them in the fullness of God's irresistible power; in
the holiness of His name, in the mujesty of His
strength, - All, with one heart, mind and soul, bowed
dowau before the Cross that was preached tothem by
St. Patrick. They saw around that Church a love-
liness in her ceremonial, and an uafaltering light
in her mission, ' Patrick did not gather in the har-
vest of gouls by a few converts here and there; or by
as many. martyrs. No {’kings and chieftains knights,
ladies, historians, bards, rich and poor, old and
young, sex and degree, sprang to the Cross, at which
he pointed as the emblem of eternal hope and sal-
vation, and  Patrick left Ireland before he died as
Catholic as she is to-day, as - deveted unfailingly to
the Chair of Peter. Altare axose all over theland;
‘Bishops were . consecrated in all the diocesses;
Priests were ordained for the active duties of the
mission: Nuns filled with hely zeal crowded into.
the convents ; Monks devoted themselves to prayer,
-to literature, to teaching; the chant of psalmody
was heard in the choir,and the Church’s: liturgy
was observed with every strictness, Before Patrick
died, Ireland became like a nation which had been
one thousand years recolaimed from infidelity to
.Chrigtian $ruth, and the Almighty vindicated one of
his glorions attributes in doing for Ircland among
tho nations of the world, that which He had dons
for the Bleased Virgin Mary among the descendants
of Adam and Eve. The mustard seed grows slowly
te maturity; and so do othex trees, like the forest
oek, and the olive which is destined fo flonrish for
centuries, Of theso trecs most of the time of their
youth ig spent under ground, until they strike -deep
their roots and.coil them around the'rocks, feeding
on the richness of the deeper earth below.  And so
of all other nations in velation to Christianity ; but
Ireland took no time to throw out the roots of the
faith which Patrick planted on her soil. Irclaad at
once put forth- leaves of promise ; the seed of the
@Gospel grew into & mighty tree at once; it spread

all who came within its branches, and flourighing
its all-primeval, freshness and healihfulness and
grandenr,” : o

Here is'a miracle superadded to a miracle. No
people:who ever bent the knee fo the altars of God
have been go tried and s0 preved as the people of
Ireland,  No; as in Ireland the ‘troc of Christ's
_Holy Church sprang up at once and bocome vigor-
ous -and" powerful, s0, nowhers has tho Almighty
-| been more thoroughly vindicated than on this soil
-of Ireland: - Nowhers has the Church lived Ionger
on the vital energiea of her adherents, than in this
land of Ireland. For nearly 1200 years this Irish

and consserated Nuns-were in their: convents, Bi-
'| shops on thefr Cathedral - throues, Canons “in::their:
‘|'stalls, parish priests threughout: the:land, all die.
oharging the - sacred: duties of : their station ;:whilé

‘from end to end of the land, giving shade and life to

land wag all over full of Ghurches, "Holy Monks

that he was God. Ireland has proved that, in suf-

gift with which she was endowed, she declares to
the world that she is an exception to all other
lands. '

Let them look abroad and they will see, te-day
that the Church of God is persecuted everywhare.
Rebellious man has risen against the Lord's Anoint-
ed all over Europe, The Sovereign Poutiff is practi-
cally a prisoner in his palace of the Vatican. Yet
what is the pride and glory of the Church amid the
scencs of desolation and ‘misgery that abound? A
powerful king at the head of the armed legions
thunders at the gates of Rome, enters the Eternal
City with fire and sword, and persecutes the Church
in the ceatre of her splendor and her glory; and
when they mouran and grieve over go fearful a state
of things, the Catholic. Church pointa to Ireland,
and shows how she has risen from the grave in
.which her religiows freedom had. been ago long

_burled, and how sheis now triumphant in the frni-

tion of xeligious liberty. The statesmen,the master
minds of Europe, are-planning and plotting, fo-day
like the great German statesman in Berlin and seek-
ing how they can destroy the Catholic Church, and
place it at.the feet of their designs against the or-
‘der and rights of buman ‘seoiety. Everywhere, the
anti-Church and anti-religious movement iz on foot
for that-end ; but the Chureh,; which is threatened
on every side with the direst visitations, looks out
in her sorrow. and tears acrass the waters, to the west
and there she beholds Ireland, as she is to-day, with
her faithful peoplo strong in the possession of the
faith, powerful in the love they bear their pastors,
eamest in their practical devolion to the Church's
aws ; they see Ireland, like an Aphrodite, rise out
of thie storm and from the foam of the ocean, more
beautiful and brighter than ever before, Qh'l thou
Spouse of the Lamb, fear not—let thy heart take
conrage. Atter a thousand years of trialsand bitter
persecutions, and woes, and sorrows, there is a day
of hope, tho time of tridl will be over; fear. not.
Wherelshould there be fear or want of hope, when
wesee the Ireland of to-day, after her night of three
~hundred years of bondage, cejoicing in all the fresh-
ness of bher early besuty and crowding up the
churches, and raising religious edifices averywhere.
- The Rev. preachor. then: described how - Ireland
suffered during that awful night of bondage. How.
the altar was overturned and moss-grown, how the
stones of the sanctuary were rosted up and scatter-
ed ; how the Sacrifice of the New Law could only
be performed by the trembling priest in the eye of
the morning, by some bog side, on an altar auddenly
made of the clods of the earth taken up from the
soil. ‘How not an acre of land was without a oairn,
to mark the apot whers some martyr's blood was
shed.” How, at length, a day of sunshine came, and
how the first dawn of ‘that day appeared in this
town of Ennis, and hers the Moming Star of Ire-
land’s Promise, the great O'Connel), appeared, broke
the chains of his country, and battered down. the
barriers that stood against the people. That glory
Belongs to youand your fathers, Now can historic
Clare and its county town, Ebnis, rejoice in the
fact of having :struck the firet blow for Catholic
Emancipation; Your aged pastor: was a hale and
hearty priest in those days; they are not so far
.gone by, as many among you remember them ; but
let the lesson they impart not be lost on you, ot any
of us. Now, the traveller coming from the East
when he catches the first glimpse of Innisfail—the
first thing he sees is the Sacred Cross, which appears
on every hoadlong ; .thesign of Ireland’s Catholicity
—and the first sound he hearg iy the sweet ringing
of the Angelus bell from the tower of some Chiurch
-#or Convent, calling the faithful to prayer. And the
traveller coming.across the ocean-from -the land ef
-the west 1o his beldredIreland, sees the ‘same :and
hears the same, from some tall; cliff. en .the south
western const. . Now, indeed,. you. faithful .sons of
Clare,—~you the most glorious, the most proud of
Ireland's children, you struck the note of ‘religious
emancipation. You have built your ‘church, you
have built your alter, you are called upon: by your
zealous and-aged pastor to complete the work and
taise the spire, snd finish . the edifice.: The spire, as
it tapers p into the high sir aboveis a symbo{ of
preyer; and & spire is only snited'for'a  church or a
boyse of prayer; it would be the most- unsuitable
thing in'the worldanywhera else,; - When the way-
Jarer gees it afar off and the Cross whioh tops it,he,
is'reminded of the Church and of the altar and of
‘the.Bacrifios, and of the Real Presencs hére. When
.the matiner approaches; hie kneels, atid ‘weeps-in joy
that'he-touches the shore,: jand. like':the Crusaders
who poured . forth, thelri somls oyer ;the walls. of
Jorusalem, he rejoices in his heart'at, what, he be-
| | B et

‘and Priests from their sees and livings. But what

published the text a fortnight ugo, was passed by

to this law, a Clergyman who,having Leen dismissed
from office by sentence of the proper Court of Jus.
tice, ghall yet perform any act from which it may bo
concluded that he lays claim to the continued pos-
session of his forfeited office, may be ordered by the
administrative aunthorilies of his State to leave, orto
take up his residence in certain districts. Should
such an actinvolve the full stretch of his former su.
thority, or should he actually exerciae the authority
of which he hias been deprived, or should he decline
to obey the order of the administrative authorityin.
terning him, the Government of his State shallba
entitled to strip him of his right of citizenship, snd
to expel him from the territory of the German Em.
pire. . These provisions, moreover, apply equally to
persons who have exercised the functions of an -
ecclesiastical office at variance with th law of the
land, and who have had sentence pronounced against
them for this offénoe by the proper Court. Persons
thus losing their right to citizenship in one of the
German States lose the like privilege in all other
German States, and can only re-acquire it by consent
of the State Council. Under another clause, Eocle.
siastics may be removed from their ordinary place
of resldence directly a prosecution is opened against
them. . A clause which permits an appeal to the
Supreme Court of the State against the infliction of
these extreme penalties was added, it was said, des-
pito the personal epposition and protest of Prince
Bismarck; but even an appeal has only powerto
stay the enforcement of the administrative decree
in the event of loss of citizenship being involvedin
it. The appcllant may still be interned pending’
the final declsion. This law eertainly gives the
State Governments ample power to expel Bishops

is to be done when they are thus expelled, and when
their offices are legally vacated? The Prussian
Government finds itself alzeady confronted with this
difficulty, and the law which our Correspondent re-
ports this morning is designed to meet it, Under
the new German law just described, it is expected
that the majority of the Roman Catholio Bishops
will be shertly compelled fo leave the country. The
diecesan Chaptexs, it is foreseen, will then refuse to
elect new*Bishops during the lives of the former io-
cumbents, and thera will be no legal means for ihe
administration of the vacant diocesscs, The oew
law, accordingly, after some clauses which requie
that any person claiming to be the successor of8
‘Bishop shall conform to the qualifications recently
cenacted, proceeds to prescribehow vacant diocesss
and livings are to be dealt with. Upon an episcopll
see falling vacant, the Chapter of the diocese wil
be called upon by the Governor-General of the e |
vince to electa Vicar. TUnless the Governor-Gels
etal be informed within ten days of & Vicar having
been eleéted, or nnleas the Viear elected ,takes the
onth of allegiance within & fortnight, the Mipistr
of Ecclesiastical Affairs will appoint a Jommissary
to take charge of the property, real and otherwis
belonging te or administered by the see, Accord
ing to our Correspondent, this provision is express}y
designed to replace in the Commissary’s bands ev¢d
the contributions ot the people. Its ©only motite
is to prevent zealous congregations from. turnitg
their money into Peter's Pence.” In the case of
vacant livings, Patrons may. continue to exercist
their right of presentation, bat their nominees Wil
of course, be required to conform to the qualifict
tions imposed by Tecent legislation, If, under thee
‘dreumstances; appointmént is not made withiré
reasonable timo, the tight of the Patron pases o
to the congregation, and the samo right is to be &
_ercised by the congreégation in #ha case of all liviof!
not having a Patron ., The, Burgomaster of thotowl
or the Landreath of the County is then, at ihe pet
tion of ot least ten male membérs of the cengrog
tion of independént ‘means,” to' summon a meeh;! .
of all malé tem bérs similarly independent, sod 1.
vote of the majority will determine the appointmest
of & yicar or imcumbent, . In plain words, b lt“a
Froposes to dispense with ‘Bishppg;altogptheﬁ i
event of ‘their redusangy, by transferring ihe P_“”'
perty of the divoesss to'Government: Cqmﬂ!“,”‘,.‘é‘e 3
and by-réndering ‘oach oongregation independet
‘and self-governlng, "¢ oo ST d o
. It can-only, be.said of legislation of this kind i
it is entirely beyond our experienss, and wo ¢t i
watch with’ porplexed interest 80 novel an PP
ment, " German and Prussian legislators, it 2i: 4
' presumed; kiow their" own' dountrymen, std I8
‘have:rensons which:to:us’ re.i not -apparent for b
lieving that they..will acquisscel:in, such:pr

: Tha;Gotemmeg#,‘,qq;doubt,.exeroim ‘in all

‘a more direct -authority . in. Germany, and,
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