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thirtesn vears in Ireland as a bishop preaching
:E:Eggpz;r in the midland portion of the coun-
try, land; in the fur west towards the western
ocean, 'Then in the thirteenth year of bis
minijtry, wheu he already had converted a
great part of the island, when he had already
built’ churches,” and. established missions
throughout: the land, St Patrick bethought
himbelf that the time had come when he should
establish a primatial see, and the metropolitan
jurisdiction of an archbishop over the newly-
- Divine prudence guided

converted country.. n
the apostle’s steps until he came amongst these
of a picce

i 1d here he obtained possession
E}lﬁ’az and here, Patrick, the Apostle, found-
od the Church and the city of Armagh. He
planted his own See. Helifted up for the first
time his own hand in his own cathedral tobless
the people thercof. He made the people of
Armagh and the city that grew up around it

the very

JERUSALEM OF IRELAXD,

the city of all jurisdiction, from whence h_e sent
forth bishops of his own into every portion of
the land, and priests consecrated by .bim by
hundreds and thousands. Now it is that we
eobserve that this Yrish race lived by faith.—
Amongst the annals of nntio_ns, dearly beloved |
brethren, we find that until a people are first
converted to Christianity that it requires a long
delay of years before that people can produce
the matured harvest of a national priesthood.
The ouly exception to this rule was the Irish
pation, No sooner were they converted than
they instantly rose to the sanctity and the
grandeur of a national priesthood. No sooner
were they converted than they became instantly
a monastic nation, and tho great centro of Ire-
land’s monasticism and of her early success was
the very spot eun which you stand, the cathe-
dral of the city of St. Patrick in Armagh—
Here for three huudred years was founded one
of the mighty schools of Ireland. Iere for
three hundred years, from the fifth until the
elose of the eight century, scholars came from
every part of the known world that they might
derive from the successors of St. Patrick that
great knowledge which they were to bring back
to their own people and to their own nation,
go that Ireland became through her schools,
through these three centuries, the very light of
the world for great learning, the very light of
:the world for the brightness of her sanctity.

YORTH PROM ARMAGIH,

and from the oflier grent centres of Ireland, monas-
tic learning went through three centuries to cvan-
gelise the greater part of Europe. From St. Patrick's
See, from Patrick's Cathedral of Armagh, and from
& centre went forth all that life, that life of fuith by
which the nation consecrated itself in the highost
form of monastic sanctity to God; thatlife of aposto-
lic zeal by which our fathers became the apostles
of the whole world ; that life of supreme sanctity
by which the island itself was made to be the mo-
ther of the brightest and the greatcst saints of the
Church of God. Thus, dearly beloved brethren, the
first clement in the life of faith by which the Irish
race lived for God, the very first element was the
element of enlightenment or knowledge , _for thl§ is
the first essential feature of the life of divine faith.
Fuith itself is the virtue of intclligence, faith is the
recognition, in God, of His infinite wisdem and
infinite knowledge, and therefore thd very first cle-
ment in the divine life of faitk of the man or the
nation that lives by faith is knowledge. But the
life of faith is more than this. The next great
feature in the life of faith of any prople is power,
the aggressive power, aud this, also the Irish race
inherited from God through the ministry of St.
Patrick. He made them not only a holy people,
not only a faithful people, but He ll)l.ldc our fathers
to be a strong people, and the incentive and secret
of their strength was their faith. After 300 yeors
of monastic sanctity, it was in the design of God
that the world should see that St. Patrick’s children
of the Irish race were not only the holiest, but were
the strongest and the most poweriul people on the
face of the earth; and, in order to prove this, God
let 1oose on Irelnnd the great scourage of the Dan-
ish nation. Befere the conquering arms of the
Danes many of the nations of Europe went down.
They reached England and took possession of the
land. They took possession of the western shores
of Scotland, and of a portion of the northern pro-
vinces of France, and wherever they went they
declared war against the saints of God, against the
Cross, and agalnst the Christinn religion. Forthree
hundred years, year after year, their flicet swept the
geas, and iheir armies landed in thousands and
thousands upon the shores of Ircland. But here
they found the people united s cne man upon the
grand principle of their religion. They found the
whole Trish race, all the men of the Iand, the fathers
and the sons for generation after generation _for 300
years clinging firmly and unitedly to their faith, and
the Danish invader struck blow after blow at them
until at length the great and mighty warrior king
drew Lis sword
IN THE XAME OF THS CRUCIVIRD,

and smote the Dance that they never lifted up their
hands against the Irish people any more nor dnred
to set foot on the zoil of Ircland again, While the
Danes settled in lands mere powerful, and obtained
a permament footing in other countrics, Ircland alone
was able to drive them from her free bosom, beeause
they assailed the religion of the people, and they
struck a hlow at St. Patrick’s God and 8%, Datrick’s
laws. Thus the Almighty God showed, in the pow-
er of this people, a wonderful unifying power and
strength, the power of the principle of divine faith.
Meantime, this Danish invasion, as they all kuew,
produced the most lamentable results, In the year
833 they Invaded this archepiscopal city of Armagh,
and destroyed St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  They banish-
ed the archbishop, they drove awny the students
from the school, and for ten years after held & foot-
ing here, and left behind them only desolation and
ruin. It was not until 842, ten years later, that the
Irish Prince O'Neill, gathered his men around hitm,
. agsaulted the Danes at Armagh, and drove them
away from the city and from Ireland. Now, finother
invasion followed still more terrible, and this time
it was not tho faith of the Irish people tl{nt wns
agsaulted—it was only their national existence.
And dear to every nation as itsliberty and its nation-
al existence ought to be, and strong and heroic as
were the efforts of Ireland’s kiogs and princes to
preserve the treasure of her national existence, still
in the providence of God, it was designed that Irc-
1and should shineout amongst the nations asun-
‘conquered and unconquerable only upon the ques-
tion of the Givine life and bher faith. Powerful as
was the principle of nationality, Ireland was defeat-
ed on this issue. God took it away from us.
THE NATIONAL LIFR OF OUR PEOPLE
is not based on military glory, such glory is not
ours ; our interests are merged m those of another
people. The providence of God has pot brought
out our natienal life in commerce and in wealth—
all these things we hdve been indifferent to, and we
have sacrificed them. But tho providence of God
brought out the unconquerable, the imperishable
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life of the Irish race, only upon the question of their
faith. On that alone every power in hell may rise
against them. On the question of faith the Irish
nation has risen a conqueror from every battle-fisld
no matter how much blood she has shed. Four
hundred years the stranger was in the land, and
during this time the Irish bishops and primates of
Armagh clapg around the Cathedral of Armagh.
To the Irish race Armagh was as Jerusalem was to
the House of David, the fountain of her faith. But
now 300 years ago & great change camo over the
thoughts of the English nation—a great change
cams over the manneraand the morals of the land.
England solemnly and sadly abjured the Catholic
faith, and scparated herself from the Church of God
—a change that was effected with much bloodshed
in the sister 1and, and was also sought to be effected
in Ireland. Edicts went forth that,

TIIR NAMA OP PETER

or of his successor wag no longer o be heard on
Irish soil. When Patrick admiuistered the Sacra-
ments to the Irish people, it was in virtue of the
power he received from the Pope of Rome, and St.
Patrick tried to give to the Irish race the secret of
all their religion, of all their faith, of their un ying
and unperishable life when he used these words :—
Stand by Rome; if there be any dissentions or
quarrels bring them {o Rome, don’t go to Rome as
servants to a mistress ; don't go to Rome as slaves
to a master, but go to Rome as children to their
mother. In other words, he went deep into the
Irish mind, deep into the Irish heart, the
secret of all religion, of all Catholicity, ef all
divine iruth — namely, that the Almighty God
left behind Him on earth a representative and
a vicar) who speaks in the name of Jesus Christ;
and the only man on the earth who his the author-
ity to speak as Vicar of Christ and in the name of
God, a man whoissupreme in the Church of God,
who witnesses to her faith with infallible voice, and
who cannot mislead the people—and that man is
the Pope of Reme. Patrick taught the people of
Ireland that as long as they were united with Peter
in Rome they were united with Jesus Christ, and
no power on earth or hell can take your faith from
you. Now, this i8 the very principle that saved
Ircland in that sad day in the 16th century when
called on to surrender her faith, and I wish to put
this beforo you. When Henry the VIIL. called on
Irelund to become Protestant he did not at once
ask the people to pull down the altars. He did
not ask them to abjure the holy sacrifice of the
Mass. He did not assert it was idolatrous. He did
not break up the constitution of the Church in
detail. All the Protestant King of England asked
the Irish people to do was to renounce their alle-
giance to Rome ; to give up their connection with
Peter. Itisa significant fact, and one worthy of
remark in those days, that the Irish people were
only asked to give up Peter—to sever their connec-
tion with Rome, Wo have seen that rplendid illus-
tration of her first sanctity. We have seen in her
strength bow the young nation was able to repel
the Danish invader, snd mgintain incessant war
for three hundred ycars—a thing we read of in the
history of no other people ever created. We have
scen the love which bound the people to
the archbishops, bishops and priests during the 400
years of the 8axon invasion. They were the con-
solers of the nation, they wiped away the tears from
her eye, and bade her never despair, for as long as
she was faithful to Gol, Ged wouid never utterly
abanion the Irish people. And now the decree
gocs forth to the bishops of Ireland

TO GIVE UP THE POTB,

uot to give up the Catholie religion, but to give up
the Pope, and to acknowledge the King of England
head of the Church, as well as head of the State,
And on that day there wasa man to whom Almighty
Gad gave tho high privilege to be the chempion of
the fuith of Ircland, who spoke trumpet-tongued
throughout the land to the people of Ireland, and
said, @ Deter, the Pope is the soul, and head, and heort of
Catholicity ; and the peoric who separate from him eceases
to Le Catholic. Dlrace yourself up, &f necessury, to fight
rather than blaspheme Peter's prerogative””  That word
went forth throughout the land, and, God be blessed,
from George Cremour, who was the Primate of all
Ireland, and the Archbishop of Armagh, The won-
derful sight was seen by the world ofa whole nation

—priests, bishops, and people—standing uplike one

man aud crying out, ¥ Pro ares et focis! Kvery
heregy that has ever sprung up in the world has de.
manded its martyrs, and every schism inthe Church
of God has shed blood, but to Enzlish Protestantism
was reserved the strange privilege of making net
oue man, not oue family, mot ¢ven & tribe of men,
but o whole nation, the united champions of truth,
and martyrs of Catholicity. The whole nation,
from the day of her first trials, owes her salvation
to tho fearless and energetic voice of the Arch-
bishops of Armagh—the Primates of Ireland. We
now come to & peried of persccutions the most
terrible, and, denrly beloved, I will only call your
attention to the fiftecn bishops of Armagh who fol-
lowed immediately the Reformation, to sce in them
aud in their acts how much our fathers suffered.
That Primate died in 1543, and the bishop who
succeeded him, though consecrated, was never
nllowed to set foot in Ireland, and the Irish Church
had not the privilege of beholding her spouse, Pri-
mate Dowal was the next Archbishop of Armagh,
and no sooner was he cousecrated than Catholic
truth and Cathelic doctrine resounded throughout
the land. He was taken in the reign of Edward the
Sixth, and dragged into prison and then sent into
exile. He was recalled in the time of Queen Mary,
and lived to see the faith for which ho had suffercd
¢xile and imprisonment triumphant throughout the
land. He was succeeded by Richard Grey, who
governed Armagh from 1563 to 1685, He was
twenty-two years Archbishop, which e spent.in
THE TOWER OF LOXDOY.

He was manacled with irons and reduced to starva-
tion. He was offered everythingin the world, honor,
and power, his own See of Armagh, his own cathe-
dral and all, if he would renounce one title, one iota
of the Catholic faith, if e would give up Peter; but
from the dunguon his voice came forth and thrilled
the nation. © [lear me," hie said “ whe speak from his
dungeon, and his chains, let Ircland stand by Peler
That man was unconquerable ; he died from poison
in 1585. He was succeeded by Primate McGauran,
who reigned from 1586 to 1598. He lnnded in Ire-
land, but he had to fly from hig own city, and took
refugre with & noble Irish chisftain named Muguire,
of Fermanagh., There was a terrible battle fought
between the,English and Ivish forces at a place
called the Ficld of Morters, ‘The Primatc was on
the field of battle; hc was attending torthe wound-
ed and administering the Holy Sacrament to the
dring, and for the crimo of attending to these—the
crime of holding the body of the Lord in his fingers
—a troop of English lancers thrust their lances
through his body as they passed in the route ; 6o he
fcll a martyr to the faith and the holy sacraments
of tho Catholic religion. He was succeeded by Peter
Lombard in the sce. e was a man renowned for
his learning, but he was never allowed even to set
his foot in the diocese of Armagh, In 1627 Hugh
OReilly governed this diocese until 1651, During
his reign the Catholics of Ircland enjoyed for a time
a period of prosperity. As Primate of Armagh be
stood foremoss in the ranks of those who endeavored
to maintain Ireland’s nationality. He was the fore-
most in her councils, the friend of Owen Roe O'Neill
and tha other heroes of this time, and he kept the
faith of Ireland and her national glory alive, but the
battle was destined to be lost, snd Hugh O'Reilly
had to fly. Mo died in 1651 on a small island on
Lough Eraoc called Trinity Island, where he was
hiding from Cromwell's partisan followers. His

is enough in this document to separate Ireland from

ple or destroy- their allegiance to Peter I will not
sign. I may die. You may burn my right hand
off, but I wi]l net sign this document. His example
stimulated the other bishops, and the paper was
fiung into the face of the Viceroy, and the very
next day they were flung into prison to languish
and to die. 'This Primate died in exile. He was
succecded by & man immortalised in the history of
this country—the gifted and sainted Oliver Plunkett.
He presided over the Sve from 1669 to 1681. He
was tried in London for bis life.

HIS BODY WAS LITERALLY TORN TO LIZCES.

With his dying eyes he saw the hand of the hang-
man grasping to get at his heart and tear it from
him ; and his head was cut off, aud his great soul
went up to tell at the Throne of God the tale of
Ireland’s wrong. He was the lust of the Irish
bishops who shed his blood for the faith. His
successor died in exile, as many others of those who
came after him. The band of persecution relaxed,
and the Irish people began to breathe. Once hun-
dred and fifty years ago our numbers were reduced
to a miserable minority by what they are to.day.
The eloquent preacker, having again dwelt on the
noble temple erccted on the ancient site—worthy to
be the shrine of Ireland's God and of our Lord Jesus
Christ ; worthy to be a monumont of Ireland's great
apostle, the mighty Datrick ; a blessing among the
nation ; worthy to be the representative of a race
which was nurtured in monastic sanctity and
matured in the holy sanctity of martyrdom, con-
cluded.

THE POPES IN CHAINS.

FROM ST. PETER TO THE HOLY FATHER RILF IX,
The capitol of the Catholic Ghurch is the prison
and the Cross,and the more the Popes require te be
strong, powerful and jealous, the more the Lord
permits that they suffer persecutions and torments,
"This order of Pravidence is attested by history, that
in the afflictions, in the sorrows, in the martyrdem
of the Roman Pontifls, there is always demonstrated
the preparation and the principle of a great vietory
for Catholicity. And as there is no dynasty whick,
for antiquity and robustness, can stand before that
of the Popes, so there is found nowhere else such a
serics of kings who have suffercd so many assanlts
and so many offences, often exchanging the throne
for thic pricon, and the stelo fer the chain, to take
back the stole again very soon, and to renscend the
throne more pgloriously. In fine, from St Peter to
Pius the Ninth, every Pontiff has known how to re-
pent with St. Paul : Cum nfirmor tune potens sum.
And when the governments, in these days, pass in
review, their armies versed in the art of war, and ex-
hibit the multitude of their horses and the force of
their cannons to show how they are to be valued,
we Cutholics console ourselves in a very different
way, passing in review, as it were, our holy Pontiffs,
and the chains and the prison which they endured.
In this, however, all their power is found, and there-
forc our sweetest hope,
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God having willed to found His Church on Peter,
permitted that he should be twice in chains, and
finally crucificd. The first of the Popes had need of
a singular power, and attained to it first in the prison
of Jerusalem, then in that of Rome.  Herod Agrippa,
“to please the Jews,” put Saint Peter in chaips,
whence he was miraculously delivered by an angel,
and Nero kept him nincmonths a prisoner in Rowme,
in the Mamertine or Tullinm prison at the base of
the Capitol., Hore the holy Pontiff was bound with
o chain, which was afterwards breught into the
Church of St. Puter, in Vineulis (in Chains), aud
when it touched the other with which he bad been
bound in Jernsalem, the two were miraculously
united ; and thesc ars the twe holy chains, the feast
of which we hold to-day (Ang. 1st).

Nearly all the Pontifts of the first three centuries
were thrown before their martyrdom into horrid pri-
gons, and by this means they became masters of
Reme, not with bombs and cannons as General Ca-
derna did on the 20th of September, 1870. Linus,
Cletus, Glement, Anacletus, Evaristus, the first Alvx-
ander, the first Sixtus, Telesphorus, Hyginus, in fine,
more than tbirty Pontiffs suffered chains and death.
One died and was immedintely euncceeded by an-
other. In Rome, observes Chat:aubriand in his
Ltudes Historiques. after the Imperial elections made
by the sword, continued the peaceful elections of
those other sovereigns, who reigned with the reed —
The two sovercignties, the one of faith and the other
of the sward, were found face to face; the former
knew how to enchain and to kill, the latter to suffer
and to die. And yet there could be no doubt on the
result of the struggle, and faith conquered.

11.

In the fourth century the persecutions against the
Christians ccased, but the Pontiffs censed not, from
time to time, to suffer chains, and they suffered
them when, on account of schisms and heresies, the
Church had nced -of extraordinary strength to ac-
quire new and extraordinary triumphs. Theedoric,
abettor of thie Arians, had the inkolence to ask Tope
John 1. that he, in his turn, should favor heresy.—
Nun possuinus (we cannot) replied the Pontift, and the
king put chainsupon bim and put bim in prison in
Ravenna. These chains conguered Arianism, and
little by little prepared the temporal dominion of
the Popes.  St. Leo 1IL, the first Pope-King, in 799,
is put in chains by Paschal and Campolo, who were
desirous of usurping his dignity, but his chains
zained for him the most beautiful throne in the
world, It is God alone who has given the sove-
reignty of Rome to the Popes; if they had a pro-
teetor it was long prior to Pepin and Charlemagne,
John VIII. was put in chains by Lamberto, Count of
Spoleto, and by Adalberto, Marquis of Tuscany, in
818, because these wero condemned by him as de-
predators of the cities belouging to the Roman
Church. And these chains prepared the defeat of
the Saracens, who dared no more approach the Eter-
nal City, defended by the virtue and by the cour-
ngeous patience of its pastor.
The tenth century is called by Baronins an age of
tron and of darkness, Tho world was thrown back
againin tochaos, and the Popes should draw forth from
it the splendid light of the Middle Ages. But where
shall they find the force necessary to such an under-
taking 7 In the chains of their prisons, In 897, it

successor a8 Primate was Bdward O'Reilly, who,

was Stephen VIL who was put in chains, in 903,

from 1664 to 1669 again served the Irish' Church.
And mark you, this was in the reign of King Charles
the Second. However, he was banished from his
See by a false accusation ; and by this time seeing,
by o hundred years' experience, that it was impossi-
ble to make Ireland give np the Catholic faith the
minister of the day thought he might try what free-
dom and teaching would do. The drawn aword was
the only argument ever beforc used in relation to
Treland ; but this Minister, with unusual cunning,
thought that he might endeavour to extract some
expression from the people, from the Primate of
Armagh, from the bishop and the priest of the peo-
ple some rxpression against the Catholic faith.
Accordingly he got an apostate priest to draw up
certain resolutions. There was nothing in them
contrary to the Catholic faith; there were only a
few things about the Pope of Rome. There was a
great point in this, and it was for the purpose of
making the Irish people sever from Peter that this
aposiate priest and the resolutions were prepared.
‘What did this minister of the Crown of England do?
why, he wrote 8 most kind letter to the Primate
wishing him to come home to Ireland and to his
See of Armagh, and that he would be reccived in
the best manner, bat that he was expected to sub-
scribe to a document. He came, and called a Syrod
of the Bishops in Dublin, the document was put
into his hand, and what did he say. He said there

Rome and whatever tends tosap,the faith of my peo-

Leo V,, in 928, Jobhn X, in 9;9.6, John XI, in 964,
Benedict V., in 985, John XIV. It appeared to be
the end of the world, and antichrist was expected.
' III1. ' K

But there appeared instead the great power of the

begot the most glorious Saint Gregery VII. The

Benevento, treating him with the:highest respect,
which, however, did not prevent his being in chains ;

Henry 1V., died apparently conquered, but recom-
pensed shortly after by the liberty. of the . Church,
the object of his life and the cause of his death, -

Then we have the Crusades, those sublime wars
of Catholicity, and Urban II, came to an agreement
with Peter the Hermit, in the Flavian Amphitheatre
(the Coliseum), bathed with the ®losd of the
martyrs, to liberate Europe from the Ottoman
slavery. In the midst of the persecutors' chains,
the Popes had acquired the force necessary to break
in pleces the chains which the Mahometans pre-
pared against faith and Christian civilixation.

But other combats being reserved for the Church
militant, the Roman Pontiff sust suffer other chains!
And in 1111 Pagchal IT. wag put in chains by the
Emperor Henry V., in 1118 Galasius I, by Cencis
Frangihane, & follower of the Imperial party; Boni-
face VIIL. was put in cheine in 1303, in Anagni, by
Nozaret and Sciarra Colonna, and “Christ in His
own Vicar captive made” ig thus seen; and Cle-
mont VII. in 1527 was obliged to live besieged for
seven months in Castle Saint Angelo, when the
army of Bourbon invaded Papal Rome.

In the midst of thess chains the Church gained
the wise fortitude of Paul IIL, of Jalius III., of Paul
IV, in the Council of Tront, and the victory of
Lepanto under Snint Pius V., and the defeat of
Jansenigm under Alexander VII, and the imtrepid
resistance of Clement X, to the ill-counselled pre-
tences of Lonis XIV.

1v,

When afterwards the French Revolution burst
forth, which should change the face of Errope and
prepaie new and more terrible assaults to the Church
of Jusus Christ, other two popes were put in chaius,
and in prison attained the forco to combat and to
triumph. Onthe 20th of February, 1798, the French
enchbained Pius VI, dragging him away {rom Rome,
and he said in Tuscany to the major-domo of the
Grand Duke : “ Qur misfortunes begin to make us
believe that we are not unworthy to be the Vicar of
Jesus Christ and the snccessor of St. Peter. The
state in which yen see us brings back the first years
of the Church, which were the years of its
triumphs.”

Then fellowed the imprisonment of Pius VII.,
who for full five years bore the chains of Napoleon
I; but Mauro Capellari, who afterwards beeamc
Gregory XVI,, at the end of 1799, announced the
triumph of the Jloly See against the assavits of the Inno-
erators, And the Holy See conquered indeed! Now
God is preparing new triumphs, and He prepares
them in Pius IX., and for Pius IX,, in reward for
his sufferings.

Our Holy Father, like St. Peter, was twice impri-
goned : in the Quirinal by the Republicans of Maz-
zini, and in the Vatican by those who entered by the
breach of Porta Pia, The chains of Pius IX. are like
those of the Princc of the Apostles; and although
the hypocrisy of modern civilization does not allow
us to see the heavy links, yet they press no less
cruelly on the wrists of the serrowful Pontiff,

But they prepare for the Church other and more
signal vietories. Pius the Ninth in his Encyclicalg,
in his Syllabus, in the Vatican Couuncil, proclaimed
the doctrine of Jesus Christ. Now he causes it to
triumph through the sufferings which he endures as
formerly did St. Peter, spreading it in Rome, in pri-
son, and from the Cross. So Our Holy Father may
repeat with St. Paul to the Collesiang: @ ddimpleo ¢a
quir desunt passionum Christi, in carne Christi mea,pro
corpore ejus quodest Eeclesia;” and fill up those things
whicl are wanting of the sufferings of Christ, in my
flesh for his bedy, which is the Church.

— Loston £ilot. CoNNELLAN.

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

Trg Coming Intsu Hoxe Ruik Parvy.—The new
Conscrvative orgen, the ffour, thus speculates upon
the possibility of & large accession of Irish Home
Rulers to the House of Commons:—How the next
general election will alter the strength of the two
great political parties in England is a matter of
conjecture, and a cause of some hope on the onc
side, and, seme fearon the other. But it is mer-
ally certain that in Ireland a large number of mem-
bers pledged to the doctrines of Home Rule will be
returned,  The leaders of the party reckon on car-
rving cighty scats; but even fifty or sixty Home
Rulers in the House of Commons might exercise
a powerful and disturbing inlluence on the condunct
of public affairs. Of course fifty, eighty, or ¢ven a
hundred Irish members could do little to secure the
acceptance of their special creed which the rest of
the Dritish Empire unhesitatingly rejects. An
annual motion, recognizing the right of Ireland to
govern hereelf, woutld be annually negatived by the
united votes of England, Scotland, and Wales. But
fifty Irish members, well disciplined and acting in
strict unison and ip unwavoring cbedicnce to orders,
might, by placing their votes at the disposal of the
Opposition on critical occasions, scrieusly incon-
venience the Government of the day. In fact, such
a policy, when the two great parties in the State
are pretty equally divided, on the part of & compact
body belonging to meither party, would render
party government almost impossible, and would
create a problem not to be solved by any method
at present known to the British Constitution.

Suockmc Myroee 1N Tu Queex's Couxry.—~The
painfal particulars of a very brutsl murder, alleged
to be the result of jealousy, reached Carlow carly on
Monday morning. "1t appears that a man namod
Browne, a shoemaker, was in a public-house in the
peighbourhood of Baliylinan, in the Queon’s County,
on tle previous Saturday evening, in company with
two other men named Moran and Dowling, there
being also a young woman present, about whom
their appears to have existed a feeling of jealousy
between Browneand Dowling,  Shortly after leaving
the public-house, thc remains of the unfortunate
man Browne were discovered brutally murdered by
the roadside. Moran and Dowling have been ar-
rested.
ArrexpTep Borcuary.—A May Swor.—0On Monday
morning, between two and three o'clock, a bunslary
was attempted at the residence of Mr. Bristow, of
the Northern Bank, near Dunmurvy. 3Mr. Bristow'’s
brother, hearing a noise, got ont of bed and fired a
gun at the burglars, who were in the act of running
away. The contents of the gun took eflect on one
of the men a little above the hip. He immediately
fell, but his companiong fled. He was handed over
to the police, who took him to the Belfast General
Hospital. Heis & respectable looking man, and
refuses to give his name or the names of his accom-
plices.
The rcports of the Railway Companies, which are
now holding their half-yearly meetings, present a
satisfactory view of Irish presperity, and may with
confidonce be get off against the recent returns which
show a falling of in investments in the savings-banks
und public funds. All the leading lines show an
incrense in traffic, and in most instances an improved
dividend, notwithstanding the great advance in the
price of fuel, materinls, and labour.

Orixge Ovurnaen—Orange bigotry has been sorely
exercised by the recent dedication of the Natiomal
Cathedral, On Sunday night the irain which left

Popes in the Middle Ageq, and the chaifis ef Peter

Normans in 1053 imprisoned Saint Leo IX. at

and Hildebrand, put in chains "byi‘the partisans of

Dublin, who had been present at the dedication
was attacked at Portadown by & mob of Orangemen
Stones .were thrown, and one man in the train, re.
ceived a ‘severs wound on the head. The train
which was due in Dublin that night, did not arrive
until five on 'the following morning.

) .We. have to record the death of Lady
F)tzglhl?on, whick took place on the 2Ist ult, at
her residence in Lowndes-square, London, in ile,
76th year, Her ladyship was the youngest daughter
of the five children of John, 1st Earl of Clare ongce
Lord High Chancellor of Irsland, by his wifc ‘Angs
second daughter of Mr. Richard Chapel. Whaley, of
Whaley Abbey, county Wicklow, -anu aint of ’the
Countess of Kimberley and Lady Louisa Diilon.

A Whitworth Scholarship of the Royal College of
Scienco, Stephen's-green, value £100 a year for thyee
years, has been awarded to Mr. W. H. Warren, This
is the fifth of these valuable prizes which has been
gb_tnincd by students of the Royal College of

cience.

Houe RoLr 1 tuE Next Panutasest.—The Eeg

(Gladstenian organ) acknowledges that the nexg
election will bring a large accession of Irish Home
Rulers to Parliament, but takes comfort to itgelf
that most of them will only be balf-hearted in the
cause. It says:—But of the 103 Irish members
about sixty pretessed Home Rulers may be chogen
at the next general election. But it may be
surmised that at least one-half of these will be Home
Rulers only on special occasions. They will, of
course, vote straight when the question is raiscd in
o definito form, that is to say, once or twice in &
Session. But in all their divisions they will be
fourd in the Liberal or Conservative lobby, Just ng
if they called themselves Liberals or Conservativeg
and nothing more, It will be very surprising if we
find more than thirty thorough going Home Rulers
—men, that is, whe would overturn the Hinistr;
should an opportunity offer, and, indeed, make Pay.
liamentary government impossibly, te the utmost of
their power, golely in the hope of exacting Home
Rule. We are not quite sure that even thirty is not
too high a number, probably, two dozen would be
more near the mark, But,at the same time, it
would be easy to show that, if the men were forih-
coming, thirty constituencies would be found to
elect them. The County of Tipperary, for example
in the face of the anathemas of the Church and
without the protection of the Ballot, three yearé ago
elected & Fenian convict. What renson have its
poeople since given us for crediting them with more
moderate opinions? Again, Meath rejected the no.
minee of the priests and landlords in favor of a
Presbyterian gentleman {armer; and Longford wag
as near as possible doing the same thing. Kerry
preferred a Protestant gentleman of moderate views
and absolutely unknown to the relatives of the
House of Kenmare, with all the influence of high
rank, official station, and pure Catholicism 2t its
back, and with the Catholic Bishop himself blessing
the candidate. Only the other day Waterford com.
pelled Mr, Villiers Stuart to swallow a Home Role
pledge, though the Honses of Decies and Waterford
h.nd united for once in his favor. In all these coun-
ties, and in conjunction with others which might be
named, as well as i cities like Cork and Limerick
and in boroughs like Dundalk, it is only tao Iikely’
that the more cxtreme Home Linlerthe more accept-
able will he be to the voters. In Queen's County
the influence of Lord Castletown and of Sir C. Coote,
though considerable, is not likely to prevail against
the charms of Home Rule; neither is that of Lord
Russs in King's County, nor of Mr. Smith Barry in
Cork. In Galway,as we all know, Major Trench
did not receive a majority of the votcs, and the
pricsts are scarcely likely to commit a secound time
the error they wore guilty of in his case, Clare will
not, perhups, again return a Copservative and a
Ministerialist.
Corx —The time-honored, triennial ceremony of
¢ throwing the dart” was performed by the Right
Worshipful John Daly, Mayor of Cork, attended by
the members of the Corporation and a numerous
party, on Thursday the 2ist. The FEraminer thus
explains the signification of the cercmony, an es-
planation which, in default of a better, we would ad-
vise our readers to accept :—It symbolises, we be-
lieve the claim of the Corporation to excreise su-
preme jurisdiction over tho waters of the port. Qur
ancestors were a rather combative lot of gentlemen,
and not content with laying elaim to the jurisdic-
tion, thiey were in the habit periedically of sending
a sclect deputation to the mouth of the harbour to
ascertain, like the Donnybrook Irishman, whetler
any roving Nerseman could be persuaded to ques-
tion their authority, and if so they knocked Lim on
the head. By degrees the tone of secicty became
more pacific, but the Mayors of Cork stiil continued
their periodical marine excursions, und, envirened
by & martial train of sword-bearers and javelin men,
with solemu councillors and doughty aldermen at
their back, cast their weapon into the broad waters
as a general gage of defiance to the enemies of the
city. On such occasions our worthy progenitors
naturally became considerably elated at their prowess
and authority, and the ceremony bas always been
agsociated in the civic chronicles with good cheer
and festivity. And so the usage hns come down to
us through innumerable generations, a venerable
custom, in which the preservation of ancient rights
is bappily blended with & considerable amount of
enjoyment on the part of our civic fathers. We
have not been able to ascertain the precise manner
in which the franchiscs of the city are uffected Ly
this warlike performance. At least, no one is able
to say with any degiec of certainty what would
happen if the dart were not threwn; Lut there
sceres to be a very strong feeling that, having regard
to the strength and length of the traditions in its
favour, it is very advisable to keecp up the cerc-
mony.

‘We deeply regret to sny that from all paris of the
country most unfavorable accounts reach us of the
condition of the creps. - To the veriest tyro in farm-
ers’ matters there is no neccessity to say that the
fearful weather of the past few days must have been
most injurious to agriculturigts. Qur Clare corres-
pondent gives us an account of his district, which is
of the gloomiest character. He says that the potato
blight has already made considerable ravages, and
that in low lands the extensive floods wmust inevi-
tably rot the potato. Vast districts of hay meadow
and bog are submerged in Clare, and in the elevated
lunds we are told the hay is cut and vetting, there
being no fino weather to save it in. A correspon-
dent writing from the county of Gulway does not
give so dark an account of the situntion, but siates
that the Llight has appeared in the potato crop, that
the quantity of ground under corn is small, and that
the annual inundation of the grounds lying near the
river Suck has commenced. From Monasterevan,
also, we hear bad accounts of the crops. The fear-
ful rain storms of the past few days were in the last
degree calamitous, especially at n time when the
country wanéed a good harvest to make up for 1872,
the worst year the country saw for over 8 decade.—
Dublin Freeman,

How inscrutable are the ways of Divine Provi-
dence! and how humiliating to human pride are the
Jjuodgments of Heaven as displayed in that irresistible
mzarch of events which confounds the vain dreams
and schemes of crafty mem! Little mére than a
hundred years ago, while the penal laws were still
in full swing, an individual was prosecuted by the
Government in Dablin becnuse he had the auducions
conrage to harbor a young €atholic ludy, who bad
taken refuge in his house from the importunities of
her friends, who were forcing her to conform to-the
Established religion, and he was publicly told, in 8
reprimand from the Bench, “that the laws did not
presume & Papist to exist in $his kingdom, nor

Isabely

Armagh at nine o'clock, with excursionists from

could they breathe without the connivance of Gov-



