2

THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE—FEB. 9, 1812,

he did gradually and imperceptibly, but sue-

cessfully; dwelling upon all the hopes hc'ld out,
he argued from them, even ag Edmund's Iyl
adviser had done, that they were not so ecrizin
as the fact that the  sentence of the law sheutid
take its course, if the very personal appearance
of Helen M'Ncary did not occur to lnterrupt
it. And by degrecs idmund’s mind and spirit
followed the arzuments of the good clerzyman;
and in profoundest awe, and not without an
.cecasional dash of wholesome fear, he at length
brought hiwself to contemplate, almost exclu-
sively, the tremendous subject off the chunge
from lite to eternity, through the gates of
death, and the vastness, and tl'le m.lghtmess,
and the mystery of n meeting with his Maker.

At ubout onc o’clock in the wmorning, the
clergyman bade him a temporary farewell, and
Edmund was alone with his own thOUght\s—u
prayer book in his hand, to which his eye often
reverted.

His attention became distracted by a sudden
and great tumult on the outside of the prison,
There was o thundering and battering at the
iren-sheeted door, and a clamor of many voices,
over all of which, one voice, which Edmund
theught he should know, pre-cminently bellow-
ed. Then he heard the voices, evidently in the
interior of the jail, and much confused tramp-
ing and stamping, and shufiling and dragging,
near %0 him, and at a distance. Presently
silence cnsucd, But the door of his dungeon
was shortly afterwards unlocked, and Tom
Naddy made his uppearanee.

Edmund Fennell had extended his hand to
great Tom’s eutrance, but he held it back upon
perceiving what, under the circumstances, he
could not avoid considering us an unnatural
and brutal levity, on the part of his eld ac-
quaintance. Tom’s hat was quite out of his
general mode of wearing that appendage—con-
siderably to one sidc of his head, and fixed, in-
deed, i an abszolutely rakish position; ar un-
restrained broad grin ran over his face, and he
was really, and truly, and heurtily. and loudly
whistling a jig-sir at intervals. Besides his
usual cautions carringe, he asswmned, too, as
much of u swazger as hiz size and proportions
permitted,

“Well, Masther Ned,” said Tom, ** an” how
goes oats to-day ?”

it laughing at me you are, you cross-grained
cur?"" he exclaimed digressively, as he turned
hastily round to Tom Naddy, and gave him
such a tap ou the head with his blungeon as
caused Tom to cringe, and rub hard the affect-
i ed part—¢ By Gog alive, I'll erack your crown
{ in picees, betore you're much older—ha! take
that, and the devil be your apothccary; ’twas
you brought all this about, you brat; I know
the whole of it he continued, re-addressing
his son-in-law—¢ the grinning monkey had the
impudence to tell me every word about it, und
didn't seem a bit ufraid neither;—'twas he
schemed out this marriage between ye—and
damo my buttons if ever I'd forgive the pair of
ye, only that it was that whelp’s doing, and not
your own—ha! ha! ha!” by the boot, but
“twas a zood joke for all that, stumping about
in great glee— he laid you a wager of two
guineas that Helen would be married in a week
—you thought the wager was that she should
be married to creeping Diek Stanton ; but the

ed his plan to marry her to yourselt—never a
better, ha! ha! Well, you brat, I'll give you
your dua—you’re as cunning us old Bamff; the
robber—every bit—ha ! hal—ay, by the great
Gog—only "twas that cur’s doing, I'd never let
ye within two aeres of ouc another—one or the
other of ye.”

“ Now my dear father, you would,. you
would. even for my suke.”

#Why, mam,” put in Tom Naddy, “he
neither ct, nor dhrank, nor slept, from the mo-
ment you left him, until he got you back
again.”

“ By Gog, you lie, you curmudgeon! I ate
two legs of mutton, and I dhrank a dozen of
port ; and I snored so loud, that you'd hearme
tfrom Cork to Dublin. But, you baggage, we'll
have no more fighting, and no more parting;
and when that puppy of yours goes to chu:el,
as I said before, and comes home an honest
Protestant, we'll be ashappy as the day islong.
But dou’t think you’ll escape me, you mongrel
—I'll thrash you within an inch of your life,
every day in the week—und by Gog you should
never enter my doors, you brat, only you're the
very fellow that has made ws all so happy—
holleo! abroad there!” he thundered at the
cell-door with his bludgeon; the head-jailor
appearced ; he intimated that he was about to

Edmund gazed at him, not in anger, but in | withdraw from the jail, and take his son-in-law,

greater horror and disgust.

the prisoner. home with him; the man modest-

“Very bad accommodatioas they give here, | ly demurred, stating that such a proceeding
Masther Ned, considering that they make { must occur formally, and that he could not risk
people put up their quarters in id, agen the | his situation, to allow it to huppen in any other
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grain.

So utterly had Ned TFeupell been absorbed

manner,

“Goy's-blug-am-ages ! Don’t you know who

in the contemplation of unearthly matters, that | T am, man? And won't T be your warrant?”’

his merc human reasen proved dull, for a mo-

The jailor did know very well, and no one

ment, to the meuning which, in a more disen- | could respeet Mr. M‘Neary, and the young
gaged frame of wind, he must have attached to [ lady, and the young gentleman, more than he

Tom's buffoonery.
# You have absented yourself,” he said, «all

did: but—

Gaby M<Neary blustered again, and even

through my misery, and yow are now come to| raised his stick; all was useless; the man was

insult me?”

firm, through not offensive; and until a rea-

“ No, Masther Ned, I am not,” answered | sonable hour in the morning, Mr. M:Neary
Tom Naddy, now showiag, by his tones and | could not expeet to remove Mr., Fennell from
manuer, that he could feel—*bud I have news | the prison.

to tell you, that ’ill—"" aud he resumed his
waggery— that 'ill make you put that goed
book in your pocket, until duybreuk, ab laste.”

Edwund began to apprchend.  He gaped, he
stared, he clusped his hands :—

“Well?>—do not trifle with me onc mo-
ment !

 Masther Ned, T won @ wager ov two ould
wold guineas trom you afore now; I have them
two guineas yet—an’ I'll bet you the same two |

melancholy spectacle to the world.
a mad rebellion, to which the people had b en pur-
poscly gouded, were being ruthlessly stamped out
terror reigned throughout the land; the Habeas
Corpus Act suspended, und all the constitutional

{ Conclusion in owr nert.)
— e l—— - - |
HOME RULE.—X.
THE TXION PROPOSED—REJECTED BY IRELAND,

Ireland at the close of the year 1798, presented &
The embers of

agen ten wore, that I'll muke you caper about | forms of law in abeyance ; the sanguinary tribunals
this eursed hale ov a place—uy—an’ afore | of courts-martial disposing of the lives and libertics

you're much oulder—Ilike a young filly through
a clover-ficld.”

“Tom !” was all Edmund Fennell could say,
as he grasped tightly the follow’s arm,

“ Ay, faithi—cover-the-buckle it must be, by
the piper that played afore Moses.”

«“ My wife—Tom—my wife !”

¢ Brave an’ hearty, she thanks you kindly—
would you like to see her, Masther Ned ?”

Tom knocked at the dungeou door, und the
next instant Felen M:Neary was embraced by
her young husband. A description of their
meeting shall not be uttempted, by its present
incompetent historiums,

¢« By the great Gog, Lic's fond of her, shure
-enough, poor fellow,” said Gaby M’'Neary, who,
unheedud by . Edmund Fennell, had been look-
ing on; aud who, as he spoke, put his hand to
his throat, as if' to force down something which
he felt struck in it.

“ Bdmund ! dear Edmund "’ whispered He-
len. “my father—my father is present.”

“ Your futher, Helen ?"'- He gazed stupidly
around him. ¢ Excuse wme, sir,” he said—« 1
did not indeed know that you were here.”

“ By Gog, you puppy, that's plain cnough,
and divil a much you care if' I was in Dingle-
-dee-cooch, if you spoke the truth.”

“ Sir, sir, your prosence makes me hope that
I am the happiess creature the day ever dawned
on—it makes me lLope, sir, you forgive me,”

“ What would be the use in laying thisstick
on your shoulders, until I broke it in pieces,
as I ought to do? Confound the baggage, she
wouldn't quit you now if' 1 were to go whistle

_Jigs to 4 milestone for it.” !
_ “He forgives us fully, dearest Fdmund—
and he loves us fully,” whispered Helen.

« Sir,” continued Bdmund, while he and his
bride knelt to old Gaby—* you will find me a
grateful son; if ever I give you, or my durling
Helen, cause to regret your great kindness, I
pray that he who now blesses me so exceeding-
ly, may punish me in proportion.”

“Your hand here, you damned puppy.
After all, I ran away with her mother myself’;
“blug-a-bouns | could I expect that she wouldn’t

have the ould drop in her, got nt both sides of
the house ? There, shake hands, and let there
be an end to it. There’s only one thing I'll
-ask from you, you young rascal.”

“ Anything, sir—anything that I can promise
-or perform—only name it.”

“ Read your recantation—pitch Popery and
‘holy water to ould Nick, and go to church, like

-splendid abilities as Plunkett,

of all who happened to come within the reach of
suspicion ; military law supreme ; and human life

at the mercy of wretches who knew not what the
virtue of merey wae, in whose breasts all human in-
stincts had been utterly stifled by the excesses of
the time, The voice of the country scarcely dared
to give expression to the national will. Public
meetings of various counties, duly convened to de-
liberate on the projected mensure of the Minister,
were dispersed by military force, and all counstitu-
tional opposition was violently suppressed. Whilst
the kingdom was thus held in terror and suspense,
the intention of the (fovernment was unequivocally
declared ; and though public discussion wag only
possible at the risk of being intimidated and put
down by the officious zeal of some extra-loyal func-
tionary of despotic pawer, still some meetings were
held, whose proceedings will enable us to judge
what was the gzeneral sensc of the nation. Amongst
the first may be noticed & meeting of the Bar, held
on 9th December, 1798, At that time, the Bar of
Ireland held a prominent position in the eyes of the
country. It was considered the great avenue to
parliamentary distinction and public preferment,
and amonst its members there were generally to be
found representatives of some of the leading familics
of the land.  The eminent talents and high profus-
sional attainments of the body ut that period lent
additional weight to the importance of their opin-
jons, and the names of those who signed the re-
quisition to call the meeting included men of such
afterwards Lord
Chancellor; of Sdurin, who was Attorncy-General
for twenty years, and who refused the oftice of Lord
Chief Justice; of Bushe, who subsecquently filled
that high oflice; of Peter Burrowes, a great consti-
tutional Jawyer, and several other distinguished
men. The authentic report of the debate which
then took place lies open before us, and we wish we
could feel ut liberty to place the severnl speeclics in
extenso before our readers, ne an expression of the
voice ol the country ; but our space forbids us to do
more than to give a few extracts from the sentiments
expressed by some of the leading speakers on that
occasion, Saurin, who opened the discussion, pro-
posed the following resolution :—“Resolved, that
the measure of a Legislative Union of this kingdom
and Great Britain is an innovution, which it would
be highly dangerous and impreper to propose at the
present juncture of this conntry.” In the course of
lis remarks, he observed that it was the duty of
every great body of men, and particularly the duty
of the Bar, as learncd in the law and Constitution,
to step forward and declare their sense on the sub-
ject. “In times of perfect tranquility,” he suid, #jt
is their duty to do this; but at such a period as the
present, when the public are rendered incapable, by
the civcumstances in which they stand, of consider-
ing 50 momentous a question, it becomes the duty
of the Bar to dcclare whether it is wiae or sufe at
such a crisis to discuss it. . . Was it not ob-
vious to ¢very man, that if, in case of a Legislative
Union, Ireland should be suflered to sund & hundred
members to the united Parliament; yet tho Parlia-
ment thus constituted with five hundred Brit-
ish wmembers and one hwndred Irish, must

a dacent, honest fellow. Blug-a-hounkers! is

be influenced Ly every tie of iuclination, and, T will

~

devil’s bird there, to win his two guincas, work-

add, of duty, too, to prefer the interests of Great
Britain to those of Ircland, when they should be
found to clash ? At all events it was not
at the termination ef a rebellion, if it was in-
deed terminnted, the most wlarming and savage
which had every scourged a country, thata question
of such magnitude was to be discussed ; it was not
when a foreign srmy of 40,000 men werein the
country, and military law searcely yet suspended,
that the people were to he usked on the moment,
whether they would give up their Constitution, and
transfer their legislative power to another country.”
Mr, Spencer, who secouded the motion, said he had
heard it asserted that, from the great military force
in the country, and the suppression of the public
voice, that was the precise reason for the introduce-
tion of the measure, which could not be carried un-
der any other circumstances.

“Qoud God, sir!” he exclaimed, “is it possible
that such a sentiment should circulate, without
vircnlating revolntionary principles along with it?
Can it be endured to be said, that the scason for
introducing the most momentous constitutional
question, to the consideration of the legislature of a
tree people is, when there is an extinordinary mili-
tary force in the country, and when, from the im-
periousness of circumstances, the public lips have
been closed.”

Mr, Peter Burrowes, @ man of great original genius
and noble simplicity of character, a member of the
Irish Parliament, and one of the ablest advocates of
the Irish Bar, when that illustrious body was the
representativo of Irish wit, cloquence, and patriotism,
declured himself unequivocally against the Union,
in a speech: of bold and manly assertion. * A legis-
lative Union,” he said, *with Great Britain upon
any terms, which can be rationally conceived, is in
its principle at all times inadmissable ; at the pre-
sent juncture the measure is peculiarly pernicious,
What is in ttuth and simplicity the question ?
Whether the Irish nntion should at all deliberate
upon the terms and conditions upon which it should
surrender & Constitution founded upon the soundest
principles of human policy, which, it has enjoyed
for six centuries, and under which with all its im-
purfections and abuses, it arrived at a state of great
improvement, and was proceeding in a cowrse of
rapidly accelerating - prosperity, until, in common
with other countries, the political maledy which
has of late aftlicted the world, Lad visited it with
evils not aseribalbls to étx Constitution? 1 say this na-
tion ouglt not to entertain such a guestion. The
measure is certuin ruin”®  After exposing the evils
that were sure to follow the passing of such an act,
and which have, alas! but too surely followed, in
contirmation of his predictions, this great lawyer
ptucecded : [ hasten to that which is the grand
pretence for this alaminginnovation, The security
of the connection of Greal Britain, it is said, re-
qnires it.  This is indeed a powertul appeal. Con-
nucted as we are by so many ties to that great and
powerful people, there are but few shings which we
ought not to sacritice to the preservation of that
connection. DBut let not our zeal mislead us, I
assert, I hope without contradiction, that the security
of that cnnection must depend wpon  afiection, and
not force.  [Msuficction is the only source (»t'scp:ax'{utiun,
and see whether, upon the whole, this measure be
uot more likely to extend than to vestrain it.” hen,
discussing the question on the highest constitutional
grounds, he asks the pertinent question—¢ Can it
ever be credited that an Union caried now was
founded upon national consent? And if the con-
trary opinion should prevail how fatal would the
consequence probably be? How wvarious are the
impuditnents to popular discussion at presead? Do
we forget that assemblies of the people are under
temporury restraint, at leust, regulations not hereto-
fore deemed necessarg in our Constitution : that the
Habeas Corpus Act is suspended ; that extraordinary
powers are vested in magistrates: that undefinable
monster martial law still exists in parts of Ireland;
that rebellion is but just subdued, and invasion still
hovering round eur coasts; and, above all, that a
rumcrous English army exists in this country, I
assert that there connot be a free discussion of the
question under such circumstances. But even
though it were possible to devise a system of Uiion
which onght to Le adopted, this is a juncture the
most untit for propounding or discussing it. I am
no metaphysician in politics. Tdo ot derive my
opinion irom mere abstract reasoning. Yet 1 hold
it to be indisputably certain that the ancient estab-
lished  Constitution of a nation like this
cannot he  justifiably  annibilated  without the
previous consent of the nation, founded upon the
freest and fullest discussion of the subject.” The
report of Plunket'sspeech on this oecasion is very
meagre, and refers to it mosily in general terms,
such us that he “very ably proved the extreme
dangerand impropriety of axitating the question of
Union at such a time as the present. Sheuld the
administration, however, proposc & Union now, he
bad uo doubt but it would Le earried. Fear, ani-
mosity, and want of time to consider coolly its con-
scquences, and forty thousand British troops in Ire-
land, would carry the measure,  But in a little time
the people would awake, as from a dream and what
consequences would then follow he trembled to
think, For himsclf he declared he opposed an
Union, principally becnuse e was convinced it
would accelerate'a total separalion of the two coun-
tries.” Several other speakers followed in the same
strain, but we will notice enly one other speech. that
of Mr. Goold, who uttered rome hold and startling
sentimonts, which produced much sensation and
considerable applause. After declaring ngainst the
Union in the strongest terms, he exclaimed : ¥ 1 am
enabled, by the visible and unerring demonstrations
of nature, to assert that Ireland was destined to be
an independent nation,  OQur patent to be a state,
and not a shire, comes direct from Heaven. The
Almighty has, in majestic characters, signed the
charter of our independcuce.  The great Creator of
the world has given unto our beloved country the
gigantic outlines of a kingdom, und not the pigmy
features of a province. God and Nature I say, never
intended that Ircland should be a province and, by
(i—, slie naver shall.” ‘ ’

If such were the sentiments, thus publicly ex-
pressed and loudly applanded, of aman of high
legal acquireraents, and who afterwards held a dis-
tinguished position on the Bench, it is evident that
the general feelings of the nution must have been
as violently opposed to such an odious messure,
and that the Union can never be considered as the
act of the people of Ireland. They have never ae-
quicsced in it, or consented to it. ‘They submitfed
to it as the householder does tothe roblier wlose
pistol is at his head ; but with & just reservation of
all rights for the recovery of the property when he
is again restored to the full liberty of action and free
will,

Having taken the opinions of the Bar of Ireland,
let us sce what were the sentiments of the repre-
sentatives of Irish coimmerce on this most momen-
tous question for the trade of the country. On the
18th Dec,, 1798, n mecting (referred to in previous
article) of the bankers and wmerchants of the city of
Dublin, at which the Lord Muyor presided, was held
at the Mansion House, ¢ for the purpose of taking
into consideration the reported project of a legisla-
tive Union between Great Britain and Ireland.”
The lending banker of the City, Wm. Digges Lan-
touche, proposed the following resolution amongst
others :—¥ Rewxolved, that we look with abhorrence
on any atlempt to deprive the people of Ireland of
their Parlinment, and thercby of their Coustitutional
tight, and immediatc power to legislate for them-
selves.”

The matured and cautious opinions of men hold-
ing such o atakein the country, and usually so
averss from taking any stepr in opposition to the

ruling powers, are much more weighty, and deser-

ving of consideration, than any more rhetorical
flights of the professional candidates for popular
favour ; and hence the public dcclarations of such a
man ere significant in the lLighest degree of the
full sense and spirit of the whole country, and of
! the most absolute and conscientious conviction, on
the part of the speaker. Let us heur how this in.
flnential and responsible individual treated the bare
idea of n Union, then only promulgated as & rumour
of the intentions of the Government. Addressing
the Lord Mayor, he says, © My Lord, there is not in

than 1 am, nor any man who would make 2 greater
sucrifice to promote the benefit of Britain and the
strength of the Empire. I would almost part with
everything for this purpose, but our free and inter.
nal legislation. It is my attachment to Dritish con-
nexion that renders me avese to the mensure of an
Union, because 1 fvel convinced that instead of
strengthening the two countries, it would eventually
cause their separation.” Then, having ably exposed
the fallacy that the Union could Le any advantage
to Irelaud, Mr. Latouche concludes with the follow-
ing important and impressive statemgnt:—* In the
opinions I am here uttering before the lLanlkers and
merchants of Dublin, I am not sacriticing reason to
prejudice, or general to partial interests. Although
this city and its vicinage would bLe greatly and pecu-
liarly injured by a Union: although the prospects
of industry and honest speculation might be blasted
Ly the adoption of such a measure, I would not, how-
ever, be one of those to opposcit, if beneficinl to the
country at large, or to the empire; but convinced as
I am that it would be hurtful to us, I cannet, attach-
ed as I am to our present connection with it allow
an inference merely advantageous to the sister coun-
try; and I trust that, if we were wantonly to favour
a mcasure so injurious to ourselves, the people of
England, when they should come to take the subject
into consideratiin, would r ject the measure, and
humanely int rpose hetween us and our criminal
insanity, But, my Lord, I hope that the early and
decided  testimonios of public disapprobation which
arve directed against  the weasnre will never sufter it
to assume & more § rious and confirmed form than
at this moment ; an:l as I look upon a separation of
this kingdom and Great DBritain as the greatest!
misfortune which could beful cither country, so do
I look upon their legizlative Union as the most
dungerous and impolitic ider which could possibly
he indulged.”

Another mecting, or Post Assembly, of the Lord
Mayor, sherifts, commons, and citizens generally of

i clectors to reject Mr, Dease. They  repronched the
Ircland & man more attached to British connexion I' priests for supporting him, and contrusted them wit]y
" those of Ballylongtord aud Ballybunion,

quotes declarations of O'Connell to prove tiyt }T
would have given up every measure, even Catho]}f
emancipetion, and submitted to the penal code, i h“
could have got repeal of the Union, e

Mr. Dease, accompanied by some personal friengy
visited Listowel yesterday, and iade a canva:’
through the town. Some of the Catholie clcl.,"
went with him from house to house. An excitl;i
mob followed. groaning, hissing, cheering 1op Hon,
Rule ani Blennerhassett, and calling upon ﬂl:

' . who wey
with the popular favourite. They pressed and
jostled abont M. Deasi’s friends, so that it heeygy, «
necessary fur the police to interfere,  The chairmgy,
of Quarter Sessions, in addressing the grand jury
yesterday, alluded to the approaching clection “and
warned the people of the vonsequences, if any of
them were brought before him for violeut or i,
orderly conduct.~—Times Cor.

Drruy, Jun, 11.—The Cardinal Archbishop g
issued a cireular convening o meeting of Catholjes
residing in or conmected with the nctropoligy
diocese, to be hield on Wednesduy, the 17th inst, for B
the purpose of urging the Government to grant ; K
systemn of cducation in accordance with the resely. |
tions lately passed by his Ewminence aod his epik.
copal volleagues. TlLis meeting was announced f,
a much earlier date, but was postponed in copsp,
quence of the illness of the Urince of Wales. It wi))
be held in the Cathedral, Marlborough-street, Meqy,.
while, the agitation is proceeding in the proving
A county meeting was held yesterday in the Chyey
of the Immaculate Conception, Wextord; the Righe
Rev. Dr. Furlong, Bishop of Ferng, presided.  {,0n
Granard and the connty members, with a number
Catholic clergymen, were amony those present,
letter of apulogy was read from Mr. M<Mahan, M.p,
in which he promised to uphold in Parlinment the
principles embodicd in the resolutions of the .
lates.  The chairman denied the truth of the sug.
ment made by the oppenents of denominationy
educntion, that the laity were indifferent or apathet
on the guestion, and that the agitation was got up
by the priests. He said the priests were bound 1p
the people by the dearest tics. They were the
Divinely appointed custodians of the faith, an
would be traitors if they did not warn the p'e(.pll.
against any insidious attempts that might be made
to filch it from them. It was ot o clerical agita.
tion: it was the result of the good sense of e

"'I‘F T

Dublin, was Leld on 17th December, at which the
following resolution was passed :—# Resolved unani- |
mously, thathaving boldly defended the Constitution,
in Ring, Lords, and Commnions, aguinst the open |
and seeret abottors of Rebellion, we are determined !
steadily to appose any attempt that may be made to }
surrender the free legislation of this kingdom by |
uniting with the legislature of (ireat Britain”

Such were the sentiments of the people of Ire-
land with regard to this hateful measure, from the
very first moment that the project began to assume
definite shape, and come under the notice of the
public opinion of the country. Such were also the
sentiteents of the nation when the Act was foreed
through Parliament by the most odious aud uncou-
stitutionnl meang, as we shall show in our next pa-
per.  Such were the sentiments of the country after
ten years of the disastrous results, which had been
foretold, were passed. Andsuch is the fecling exist-
ing in the heart of Ireland to-duy, after the mourntul
experience of seventy years. English statesmen
may fret and fume Dbecause Ireland refuses to be
tranquil and submissive under English domination.
All the tinkcring legislation in the world to redress
the gricvances and right the wrongs of Ireland will
work wo permanent cure for the country’s disorders,
while the one great wrong—the cardinal iniquity of
all—the Act by which Ircland was robbed of her
legislative independence; remains nnrepealed on the
Statute Bopk.

—~C'atholic Opinioa. Hingryicus.

NCE.

IRISH INTELLIGE

Denniy, Jan, 10.—<The O'Donoghue Lias addressed
an able letter to the Cork Eraminer on the subject of
Home Rule und the Kerry clection,  He notices an
admission in an article of the Eraminer that the great
questions which for years had been agitating the
mind of Ircland had been settled, or were about
to be scttled, in the Imperial Parlinment, and he
puints out the importance of this, as illustrating the
cssential difference hetween the present time and |
the days of O'Conuell. |

He urgues that it was because |
O'Connell could not obtain justice for Ireland that )
he demanded repeal, but the followers of Mr. Butt, ;
who echo the cry under a different state of circums- |
stances, are unable to say what special evils they |
have in view. He observes that the acts of the |
Imperinl Parliament are the best evidence of its
sentiments towards Ireland, and lie is unable to “re-
concile the testimony borne to the charact rofthose
actr and the anticipation of further beneficial mea-
sures with the assertion that ¢ the very mention of
Ivish business raises the gorge of the House of Com-
mons,” and that the desire to do justice languishes
sadly. He states that his own experience lends him
to the contrary conclusion, and he reminds the
Eeaminer that not many mouths ago it tectned with
articles full of glowing laudation of what it now
depreentes, and held up for public admiration the
just and generons spirit which it then saw presiding '
over the conduct of Parliainent. He pays a tribute
of gratitude to the Lnglish and Scotch members
with whom he has sat for vears, and declares that he
always found them the lirm fricnds of this country,
"Their public action aad the tone of their private
intercourse have convinced Lim that there can be no
failure of justicr in the Imperinl Parliament. Ileis
filled with loyal attachment for England, and, nhove
all, he i convinced that “ the first duty of an Irish
patriot is to advise his countrymen to accept the
gool offices of to-dey in satisfuction for former
misgovermmnent ; to spurn, with the resolution of
Christian men, the odious evils of revenge and
national hate ; to unite in bonds of the closest union
with those who have all the disposition and &1l the
power to make their friendship invaluable” Tt is
true, he says, that this happy temper is of recent
date, and that the evils long complained of have
been only lately remedied ; but it must not be for-
gotten' that they existed for more than 100 years
before the Union, and were the work of the lIrish
Parlinment.  He concludes his letterin the following
tenns ;—

I cannot conclude without adding that Mr.
Deaso’s candidature hus my sincere support. I say
this as a Ierry-man, conscious of his having faith-
fully discharged his public trust, as one devoted to
his native county, and bound to lier people by every
tie of affection and gratitude, and as an Irishman
who holds thatloyalty to Ivelund is the first of his
political dutivs. I sce in Mr., Pense the supporter
of & Government which has redressed the wrongs
of ages, which hay established the reign of equality
and justice in Ireland, and which is prepared to
place at her command all the guarantees of political
freedom.”

‘T'he Lraminer replies at some length. It blesses
the Church Act a5 2 wise and noble picce of states-
manship. The Land Act, it admits, "as for as it
gocs, 18 also wise and noble, and will yet bo ren-
dercd more useful by future amendinent and im-
provenient.” Aneducution system, ¢ based on the
foundation of Divine truth, isa prize for which
every lover of his race should loyally strive ; but
% the programme docs not reach to the fulnest and
greatness of a national creed” Tlie country has 70
years to pull up, and the Imparial Parliament is too

1 schools.

I gricvance that the symbol of their faith was pro

‘had & & claim to an adequate share of State patron- |

cumbrous & machine for the work, ‘The Eraminer

-y

people. It was the value which they attached to
their faith in (atholic instruction which induced
them to send their children to denominetions)
There were 300 children in the convey
and other schoels of the diocese whose educatiog
was paid for, They were seut there by the will of
their parents, IHow many Cutholic cbildren, Le
wsked, were in the model school of Enniscerthy®
There were just two, and they were the children o
the head master.  There had beenu 1,200 expended
in building that school, and its annual cost was 472
He enlarged upon the evils of godless education,and
observed that the University of Oxford sent out men
every day who absolutely denicd the existence of
the Supreme Being, Tn reply to the arsument tha
the effect of the mixed system was to soften
sectarian asperities, he contrasted the state of the
North with the county of Wexford, where there wat
practicaliyv a denominational system, and yet Pro
testants and  Catholics cxchanged civilities. He
charged the Presbyterians with being animated with B
the same puritanical spirit which they had shown fron: |
the commencement. Referring to the specch of Loud
Hartinpton, he said he was rorry the Chicf Secretary
bad descended to the use of language which smacked
too much of Excter-Hall, and was neither mannerly B
nor statesmanlike. He replied that the priests die B
not seek for any eontrol over education, but they §3
discharged an imperative duty, and a perfect under- B
standing existed between the priests and the people (8
on the subject of education. They were notwun- Ej
arateful to Mr, Gladstone, and he felt glad of the By
opportunity of expressing hisgratitnde.  Ifc Delieved
there was not another man in the empire who lad

<
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the will und the power to do all that My, Gladstone
had done for theny, but at the same tirne they could
not afford to be grateful at the expense of their re
ligious interests,  With respect to the Queen's (ol
leges, he said the Government were at the public
cost supporting nurserices ofirreligion,  The Minister
who refused denominational cducation, the only
barrier in Ireland against an International Society,
would not be true to the Queun. Jlord Ciranard
proposed the first resolution, which  declared that it
was on invasion of the right to relizions freedom to
force on the Irish people a systemn of education &Y
dangerons to their faith and opposed to their roli- g
gious convictions,  He said the time was come when B
they must force the subject of education npon the
attention of P'arliament.  He asked, was it a small

hibited in the schools? The same feeling whicl
prohibited Catholic emblems permeated the whole §
system, and every allusion to the glorious tradition: f
of their conntry was excluded. e ulluded to the '
Civil Service examinations, which, bLe said, had b
given the greatest impetus to Protestant schools E
and he complained of the disadvantage at which §
atholies were placed in not receiving such aid o B§
would enable them to compete, The Very Rev
James TRoche, I'P, in seconding the resolution,
pointed to the town of Wexford, in which there
were %000 Catliolic children attending denoming
tienal scheols, and yet there was no discord or want g
of friendship between Protestanis and Cutholici— K
Mr. D’Avey, MLE., and others then spoke, and resolu- B
tions were adopted to the effect that denominational
education alone aflorded sufficient security for the
purity of their faith; that, centribnting their full B8
proportion to relieve the burdens of the State, ther &

age ; that their self respect and their conscience e
volted against the direction of a small minority,
and they should ever abide by the teachings of their
pustors ; and that they ealled upon their representa:
tives 1o maintain those pinciples in Parligment.

Tie Ixcneasy op Inreseerasce—The following
important letter of the Cudinal Archbishop of
Dublin to one of the parochial clergy of Nis diovet
will be read with the deepest interest at the present |
moment :— .

Dublin, 20th December—* My pran F. Cotisi— 5
It grieves me Lo hear that o young man has met with
a sudden death in your purish since  Christmas, av
that, at the coroner's inquest held over his Lifeles: Mg
remains, the jury brought in a verdict that excesstt
drinking had caused his untiniely end. An_ occil g
rence of this kind is well calculated to afttict o |8
good Christians, and to make them reflect with 1
and trembling on the diveful effects of drunlennes B
What calamity so great conld have befallen the R
happy young man as to have bhuen hurried it
cternity in a state of intoxication, and to bave beer Iy
called before the judgment scat of (fod at the J¢I
moment when he was destroying reason, the moi
precious gift of Heaven, violating the Divine ven
mandments, and insulting the All-powerful Judﬁfi
to whont it belongs to declde upon his fate for ot
eternity?  Call upon your parishionors, whilst they
have this appalling fuct fresh in their memories, “.’
protect thamselves and their children against ! ﬂ‘
drendful scourges and punishments which dr““"
cnness would bring upon them, both in this WOT]
and in the world beyond the grave. Half the potut
ovils of Ireland have gheir origin’ in iutcmP‘{‘l".‘;
liabits ; and, if youexarfline the history of faml ;;«‘
reduced to misery and starvation, you will generd 1{
trace the cuuse of their ruin to the snme  disgrac ln
source. But what are these temporal 'evlln Whh,gh
compared to the harvest of sin and iniquity to ¥ : .
drinking gives rise! ¢ Almost all the crlmcs—,n_
dissensions, tho fighting, the swearing, the cons{i™



