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tory is inconsistént with. a very lnghfdegree of- cnvxhzntxon, and, for
the same reason, that the dramn, however great may be the excel-
lence of the writings or the actors, cannot again flourish in Eng-
land to any thing like its fbrmcr extent.
the people think for themselves, and whénever the middie classes
are very far advanced in general knowledge and acquirements, they
have naturally a dlshke to every thing whrch depends for its effect
upon delusion,”  *  * ¥

© ¥ #la The present deficiency may, however, be partially
ascribed €0 another cause, * that vice of much speaking, .which is
the fashion of the present day.” Ivery man representing a popu-

Jar‘Constituency is expected to'say something.  On the Hustings,
in his own. town, the admired of all admirers, possibly the most
wealthy, frequently the most personally beloved man in’his neigh-
hourhood, holding political sentiments in accordance with the ma-
jority of those whom he addresses, every successful candidate is a
triton among minnows.’ ‘
¢ The favourable audience to whlch he has been in the habit of
addressing himself,: charmed with bis ready command of words,
remember not the old and trite, but at the same, perfectly just re-
mark, that it is not every ready. or even eloquent :qreuker who is
an orator. 'They-applaud him to the very echo, he fancies that he
has succeeded,—he takes but little furthor pains,—he, upon almost
evcr); occpsion,'ponrs out in his place in Parliament his empty
verbiage, or his common place obsevations,—he is delighted at sec-
ing himselfnt due length in the reports of the following morning,
—a few more cﬁipftr:nl)s, or well-pointed personal  remarks, have
procured from his party some hearty cheers ; -and for these loqua-
cioys babblings, this accomplished person and applauded speaker
is proclaimed to the world as an-orator. - But of oratory, in itspure
sense—-of that lucid arrangement of facts—of that econvincing ine-
théd ofselecting details—of that ready flow of the best chosen words,
placed in the most appropriate situations—of that keenness. of per-
ception which deteets the weakest points in an adversary’s state-
ments, and either puts old arguments in a new light, or discovers
yet an unexhansted fund—of that fertile imagination, which can,
atthe same time, -win the attention, move the passions, and enlist
the sympathy of the hearer,—but above all, of the extensive, the
copious, the nervous, the majestic orator, there exists at the present
day but few examples."—Dublin Review for. October, 1833,

- In another modern publication entitled the Bench and Bar, by
the author of the Great Metropolis, lie'gives the following. sketch
of the present state of eloquence at the Barand in the Senate :

«T cannat conclude. these volumes without adverting to the fact,
that true eloquence has, of late years, most grievously declined-at
the Euglish Bar.: Lam not sure -whether there be not- nowia

xgreuter number of sound lawyers in Westminster Hall, than at.

m_lyformer,penod ; but surely, noone who knows any thing of the
subject will pretend that, in point of genuine elogquenct, the Bar of
the present day can admit of 4 moment's comparison with:that-of a
former. period.
minster Hall.
we look in vain in our Courts of Law even for such men as but
lately conferred alustre on Scotland and Ireland, by the brillianey of
their forensic displays in either country. We. cannot boast either
of'a Jeflery or of an O'Connell.  Whenee is this? What is the
cause of this decline in the true eloquence of the English Bar?
1 have heard various reasons assigned for it, but I cannot concur
inany one which has yet been mentioned to me.
mon hypothesis is, that there is now a greater number of cases
hefore our Courts, and that consequently those Barristers who pos-
sess the greatest abilities arc retained in so many cases, that:they
are, to a certain extent, obliged to make their forensic exhibitions
a matter of mere business, which, it is said, precludes that atten-

The most com-

tion to their matter and style which is indispensikle to the loftiest’

vrder of ¢loquence.,” , :
v % ¥ » «]yis worlhy of observation,. that thero is' at the

preseut time, and bas been for.a number of .years, the: same dearth’

of genuine eloquence or oratory—for in this case I regard the terms
as synonymous—in the Legislature as at.the Bar.
Fox among the present members of the House of Commons—none
that can for a moment be compared with the Burkes, or Sheridans,
or 1’1lts, or Cannings, who, night after night, were formerly in
the habit of entrancing that Body by the splendours of their elo-
quence.”—Vol, 2. p, 208, , .
Jtisnot to be mien ed from these extracts, that puhhc speaking,
at the present time, does not possess some of its best attributes,
These writers draw the contrast between the present style of clo-
quence, compared with its palmy times in Athens and Rome, and
in the age uf Chatham, Lox, and Burke. They do not deny to the
spo;.k(-xs of this day excellencies, even of a refined
order. It w ‘ould be indefensible to say that cloquence has Jost all
her powers of i inspiration, while Lyundburst, Brougham, Stanley,
and Ilarvey, are masters of the British - Senate—while Benson,
\ld\llle and Chalmers charm their oudlenees with thelr sublime
|llUst1atxons of the Christian doehmc—\\ ‘hile Follett, T dllourd and
Lhilips are the leaders of the English Bar—while Clay and - Web-
ster rule by the influence of mind the destinies of the great Repub-
)u.,—-and the French and Irish.Bars have edch a host of men, litted
by their. persuume powers, to perform the high and responSIble
duties of an intellectual and noble profession, s

The orator of the present day is more closely confined to- facts, |
truth, and logical induction ; he spe.xks to the yndnmc.\t—-he ad-

We have:no

d and exquisite

At present I know.of :no master spiritin *West-
We look in vain for an Lrskine or a Brougham,”

\
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dresses men whr{,reﬂect—-the reporter is there~to convey«tofm@ress
the words and metaphors as they fall from the tongue; and al-

though he may address an audience upon whom he might suc-

“When the great inass of i cessf;u]ly try some iof the trong and lxrrhter arts of; rhefonc—he iis

restrainéd by thé conscicusness.that he has'to pass through a wider
-ordeal, and to stand, with his opinions and Janguage recorded, be-
fore a readmg and crrtlca] public.

Why then, it may be‘asked, has oratory declined?
cause the luman intellect has deteriorated? No.

Ts it De-
In-all-the

pursuits of science,. and- literature—in gennine and, substantial

knowledge—iwe arc superior to the classic ages. They had then
no correct knowledge of the laws of Nature. In physies and “In
logic, or the science of.mind, their knowledge consisted in theo-
ries, which it has been.our pursuit to investigate and reject. ' In
the'two fine arts of architecture and statuary they have enjoyed an
unquestionable pre-eminence ; but even this may.be ascribed to
peculiar causes—to climate, mythology, and the. power of com-
manding, for one great object, the energies and labours of a peo-
ple. But-in all the other fields of intellectual ‘enquiry—philoso-
phy, poetry, history, thd belles-lettres, tragedy, and novel-writing
—a species of literatureto the ancients unknown—we can produce
names .who far surpass any rivals to be found in ancient times,
Eloquence.then, it may be fairly argued, has not reached-the
same, perfection—if perfection* it be—which it 'did in Athens or
Rome, beeause thepublic man addresses himself to a different au.
dience—is not animated by similar excitements, and cannot expect
tlic same rewards.  Let such men as:Brougham, O’ Connell, Lynd-
hurst and Stanley, be subjected to’ the'same exclusive and elaborate
training, and cultivate one single oration for a- period:of months—
give to them such a throng as‘gathered around Demosthenes or
Cicerb, when they spoke on the affairs of the state—Ilet them have
an audience who would respondy with such exquisite sympathy,
and reward with such boundless and enthusidstic applause the
boldest figures, and the chastened and ripe expressions of a patient
and claborate study—Ilet the destiny of a nation depend upon the
one effort to persuade and guide—and let their triumph be reward-
ed by nationul confidence, intellectual power, and’ the highest ho-
nours of the state ; and such is my belief in the mysterious bene-
volence of Providence---such the nature and inherent elasticity of
the human mind---such its powers and facility of meeting the uni-
versal principle of means to ends, that these men would rise
to this.other and higher standard, and equal, if not surpass,
the fume of the great masters who have preceded them. The say-
ing is significant, “the Schoolmaster has-been abroad,” and intel-
ligence und reason have come to controul and restrain the imagi-
nation, - e U I v
1 Afram no question now is settled:by the smrr]e ,omtoncal dis-
play of one master mind. . The. people’ réad and think. - London,
Paris, New York have no rostrums, to which the nation comes
from all points of the compass. Each County, District and State,
has its public men and its bustings.
metropolitan. - There are Elections, Debating: Societies and Insti-
tutes, planted in every little cirele. -+ The volume, the pamphlet,
the review, the newspaper, scatter abroad the seeds of enquiry and
intelligence---transfuse through the mass the essence of genius---.
implant the comprchensive thoughts and. the speculations, however
far they may reach into futurity, of the statesman into the broad
field of the national mind,---they are reflected upon---reproduced
and re-published ; and while knowledge is thus more generally
diflused, there is less labour to be -achieved, and less honour to
be acquired, by any one mind, however highly gifted or cultivated.
Are not these causes sufficient to account for the differences be-
Aween ancient and modern ¢loquence, and to vindicate the theory
I have endeavoured to reason out, that if Demosthenes or Cicero
‘had Tived'in this ‘age, their fume as orators would not have been so
_brilliant and trunscendant.  Be it remarked, however, with becom-
ing humility, that pon.this subject we can only speculate. It is
a pure question of metaphysics which:we are unable to ‘reduce to
Naturc may bave created only one Demosthenes---one
‘upon these she

certainty,
Cicerv---one Newton---a- Shakspeare and a Scott
may have conferred higher attribuates of divinity, there is a curtain

‘beyond which we cannot pierce, and before it we must bow,---

for, with all our knowledge, we know little of the lamp which
- burns within, :
To conclude, in my first p'lrdffraph I ventured to say that our

* ¢ In the ﬁrst place, then, we find it impussible implicitly to
agree with Mr., Hume or Dr. Blair that eloquence has declined in
modern compared with ancient times. The eloquence of .the two
puriods is certainly difterent : “but its difference consists entlrd) in
the means now and formerly employed, by orators, to win the con-
.sent of their auditory.
"Lstcd by the condition of society ; which is itself dependent upon
the state of the intellect and its developement in the men or nations
who are to be persuaded or convinced.  Now cert'unl_‘, thcuatxons

‘of antiquity were more governed by their sensations and passions,
- more by their feelings and less by their. reason, than those which
Thave risen to greatness and civilization in modern Europe. The
“entire differeiice in the state of past aud present oratory is owing to
“this single cause—for, from it, Have arisen a variety of modificatiotis
in the forms of Government, and consequently of debate, all of
| which have a tendency to diminish the influence- of enthusiasm in
national councils, nnd to bring the concerns of men, ‘as much as
may be, within the pale of ratiocination. Impassioned cloguence,
loss frequently resorted to, because less effective now, may have
:declined j but the eloquence of reason never* ﬂounshed as in later
nntions.?—-L’dmbwgla Review, vol, xxxv, p..160.

Governments are no longer

‘These means must, at all times, be sug- -

_par]mmeutary carcer are too important to be omitted.

‘profession.

R

p{'esent enqmry would not be ﬂthhout JtS uhhty herc. .lou h:n'e
seen one curious effect of diffused intelligence. It would be im-
proper and indelicate to point out the characteristics of the speak-

ers in our own Provmce, andyto inquire, by personal reference, if "

% ‘
they come up 'to the standarad of modern times. I venture not to

touch them, although if I were I believe I would carry, )our tgstl-
mony in saying, that whether we tars t to our speakers in thé Le-

gislature, the Bar and the Pulpit, and to' some fresh importations

from a land famed for oratorical brilliance, there are to be found
indications of that spirit of improvement, that progress of mind;
which is pushing forward this rising Provmce so rapidly. _Let me
part with the same tone of kindly suggestion so often rcpeated
Let us go on and improve ourselves, and thosewho are to
Let us. cu]ti\ ate here,‘ as\ve have done, a know]ed ze

e e

here.
succeed us.
en the judgment and refine the taste, for be assured that your lec-
turersand speakers will both:improve from the respect you will
naturally inspire,—and that in each revolving season you will thus
work out more happily the beneficial influen ce this Institute must
exercise upon the education, prosperity, and social relations of the
capital. -

LAWYERS IN PARLIAMENT.

The reason that more atte,ntioh has been directed to the failure
of great lawyers in the 1louse of Commons than of other people,
grises from the fact, that few lawyers enter the house, without be-
iog preceded by a high 'repgltotion,‘if not for positive eloquence,
at least for a dexterous use of their learning and  powers, acquired
in other fields, and directed to other objects, High expectation is
thus excited, which is scarcely ever realised. It is well known
that Canning originally belonged to the Whig party, and ' was to
have been brought into l’allmment under the1r auspices. When
some observation was made on Mr. Jenkinson (afterwards Lord
Lwerpoo]') avery young man, w ho had just then becn introduced
by the Tories, Sheridan rose and said, *that“his friends,. too,'in
that house would be able to boast a youthful supporter, whose ta-
lents and cloquence would not be inferior to those of the eleve of
the ministry.” Tt is said that Sheridan at this time knew that
(,anmurr was no longer with bis party; and thus . chaunted his
praises only to awaken e}.pectatxom that he trusted might discon-
cert the youthful aspirant when he shou]d take hisseat. rskine's
hxcrh reputation at the bar was the cause ofl.xs failure in the house.
Lord Thurlow, who succeeded in ‘making a «rcatunprc.s.sxon in the
house, is always thoucrht to ha\e done s0 because his veputation as

asa ]awyer had not precedcd hun Itrxs not( t10 be,,demed how.
ever,‘ that the ha.lnts of iorensxc oratory do not_qualify, or rather do,
in some degree, dxsquahfy an mdmdual for success,in Parliament.
Wlt and bumour, 50 forextrn to the severe reasomnrrs and close de-
ductxous to whlch the la\vyer habrtuates hrmself are_the pume ele-
ments of suceess in the llouse of Commons When somebody
asked Sheridan how it was he succceded so well in the‘house, he
rephed “Why, er, I had not beLn there very long before I found
three-fourths of the members were foolc, and the whole. loved a
joke. T resolved, therefore, not to shock thern by too much seve-
rity of argument, and to amuse them by a sufficient quantltv of
humour,—this is the secret of my success,”

Erskine’s career in parliament greatly disappointed his friends
and the world,~w ho expected great things from the brillant advo-
cate. The first time ¢ when he rose to speak inthe House of
Commons,” says Mr. Espmasae, ‘“he was received with marked
attention, and expectation was high in every part of the housc.
It was a total failure.  Mr. Pitt had prepared himself to take notes
of his :peech, and had leaned forward, as if to catch every word
which fell from hlm After listening to him for a few <econds, he
flung the paper on whxch he had prepared to take notes, on the
ground, witha look of lofty supercilious contempt so pecuhar]y
his o“ . Elsmne was one of the party opposed to kim, and it was

said to be a ruse de guerre to lower the estimation in which his ta-
Lord Brouﬂhum s observations on Erskine's
A+ It ‘manst

Tents were held.”

be admitted,” sayshe, « that, had he appeared in any other period

than the age of the Foxes, the ths, and the Burkes, there is little

chance that e would have been ecllpsed even as a debnter ; but
he never appears to have given his whole mind to . the -practice of
debating, and he possessed Lnt a very scanty ])I‘O\ISIOII of political
information. Xarlier practice, and more devotion to the pursuit,

would, doultless, have vzmqurshed all these disadvantages;. but

‘they sufficed. to keep Mr. Erskine in a st tation far beneath his ta-

lents aslong as he remained in the House of Commons,”

So great did '\Iurmv show himself in parlmment that the minis-
try. drspl.x)ed no inclination to part with him, When ‘the  Chicf
Justiceship became vacant by the . dedth of Sir Dudley Ryder,
Murray natur.xl]) expeeted to have been appointed to it.  Offer
after offer was made, to mduce him to continue in the llouse of
Commons. He was oﬁ”ert.d the chancellorship of the Duehy of
Lancaster for life, w1th a pension of £2,000 a year; permission to
remain Attorney General (worth, with the private practice it
brounht £7,000 a-year), and the reversion of the first tellership
of the Exchequer for bis nephe“, Viscount Stormount: He re-

‘fused this offer, reminding the ministers of his repeated declara-

tion, that he would reccive no appointment not connected. with his
Hoping to subdue his obstinacy by raising their bid-
dings, they offered him.a pension of six thousand (instead of:two
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