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tory is inconsistént with avery high degree ofrcivilization, and, for
the sanie reason, that the drana,.however great may be the excel-
lence of the writings or the actbrs, cannot again flourish in Eng-
land ta any thing like its former extent. hVIen the great nmss of
the people think for themnselveq, and whénever the middlc'classes

are very far advanced in general knowledge and acquirements, they
have naturally adisilC e ta every thing vhich depends for its effect

upon delusion."
t r " The present deficiency may, however, be partially

ascribedto another cause, 'that vice of' much speaking, . which is

the fashion of the present day.' Every man representing a popu-
lar"Tonstituee"is expected ta-say somcthing' On the Hstings,
in lis owfnltown, the admired of aU admirers, possibly the inost

vealth.y, frequently the most personally beloved man inhis neigh-
bourhood, holding political sentiments in accordance with the ma-

jority of those whom eli addresses, every successful candidate is a
triton among minnows."

" The favourable audience ta which lhe lias been in the habit of
addressing himself, charmed with his ready command of words,
rememnber not the old and trite, but ut the sane, perfectly just re-
nmark, that it.is not every ready or even cloquent speaker who is
an orator. They applaud him ta the very echo, lie fancies that he
lias succeedd,-he takes but little farther pains,--he, upon almost
every ocepsion,'poirs out in his place in Parliament lis empty
verbiage, or his common place obsevations,-he is deliglited at sec-

ipg himselfiat duè length in the reports of.the following morniig,
-a few more ctap-tratps, or well-pointed personal remarks, have
procured from his party some learty cheers; and for.these loqua-
c ovs babblings, this accomplished persdn and applauded speaker
is proclaimed ta the world as an orator. But of oratory, in itspure
sense-of that lucid arrangement of facts-of that convincing me-
tlid ofselecting details-ofithat ready flow of the best chosen words,

placed in the most appropriate situations-of that keenness, of per-
ception which detects the weakest points in an adversary's state-
inents, and either puts old arguments in a new liglht, or discovers
yet an unexhausied fund-of that fertile imagination, whiclh can,
attlie same time, win the attention, niove the passions, and enlist
the sympathy of the hearer,-but above ail, of the extensive, the
copious, the nervous, the majestic orator, there exists at the present
day but few examples."-Dublin Rlevieivfur. October, 1838.

In,another modern publication entitled the Benclh and Bar, by
the authorof the Great Metropolis, lie gives thé following sketch
pf the present state of eloquence ait the Bar,ad iiin the Senate :

" 1 cannqt conclude,these volumes vithout adverting to the fact,
that truc eloquence bas,of late years, iost grievously declined at
dIe English Bar. lan not sure rwhether there be iot - nowa

sgreaiter number of sound lawyers in Westminster 1-all, than àt
aiyformnerperioçl; but surely, noi ne who.knows any thing of the
subjeet will pretend that, in point ofgenuine eloqiieneé, the Bar if
the lpresent day caii admiit ofa momcnt's comparison with:tlhat:of a
former period. At present I knov.of :io master spirit in West-
ininster Hall. We look in vain for an Erskine or a Brougliam,
ve look in vain in our Courts of Law even for such men as but

lately conferred alustre on Scotlandand Irelad, by the brilliancy of
their forensic displays in cither country. We cannat boast either
of a Jifery or of an O'Connell. Wlience is this ? What is the
cause of this declinie in the truc eloquenuce of the Emnglishî Bar?
I have heard various reisons assigned for it, but I cannîmuot concur
ini any aile whih hlias yet been mnentioned to me. 'lme mîîost comn-
mnau hypothesis is, that there is now a greater niumber of cases
before our Courts, and that consequently those Barristers who pas-
Me2s the greatest abilities arc retained iii so many cases, that-they
are, ta a certain extent, obliged ta make their forensie exhibitions
a mnatter of mere business, whichl, it is said, preciludes that atten-

ion to thicir mnatter and style whîichl is iudispîensiLle ta the loftiestr
order of eloquence."

* . "It is worthy of observation, that there is at the

present time, and lias been for.a number of years, the' sanie dearth
uf genuine eloquence or oratory-for in this case I regard the terms
as synonvions-i the Legislature as at the ]Bar. We have na
Fox amongi the present niembers of the House of Commons-noie
tiat cau for a moment be compared witlm the Burkes, or Sheridans,
or Pitts, or Caînings, who, night after night, were formnerly in
the habit of entrancing that Body by the splendours of their elo-
quec."-Vol. 2. p. 208.

1t is not ta be inierred fromi these extracts, that public speaking,
at the present timie, does nut possess soie of its best attributes.
These Vriteis draw the contrast between the presenît style of clu-
quelice, comparel wit its palmy times in AtMens and Roine, and
in the agc ut' Chatham, Fox, and Burke. They do not deny ta the
speakers of this day excellencies, even of a relinîed and exquisite
order. It wvould he indlefensible ta say that eloquence lias iost al
lier powers uf inspir'ationi, w hile Lynmdhurst, Broughmaîn, Stanley,
andc HIarvey-, arc umasters af the Britishi Sennîte-whmile Bensoni,
Melh-ille and Chalmners choam their audiees with thîeir sublime
illustrations af thec Chiristian doctrine-while Follett, Talf'ourd an~d
1'bilips are thme leaders oftthe Englishm Bi3awh~ ile Clay and .Web-
ster rule by the~ influence ai inmid the destinies of the grea't Rtepub-
Jic,s-~and thme French and Irishî Bars have each a lînst ai' men, litted
bys thmeirpersuamsive powecrs, to performu theo highi and respansible
duoties ai an inîtcllect ual anud r noble pîrofession.r

• The orator ai the present 'day is mare closely confmîed td facts,
ti-uth, and logical induction ; he speaks ta the .indgmîent--..he ad-

dressermenwhorefleét-tliereporter is'therèto cdnve'tol presas
the words and metapliors as they fall from the tongue ; and al-
thlough he may address an audience upon whom he might suc-
cessullytry sontie;,of theîtróng and lighter ar of' rlhedric-be ;is

restrainé'd by'thé caonsciousness.that'he has-to paass~through a ivider
-ordeal, and to stand, with his opinions and languagerecorded be-
fore a reading and criticàl publie.

Why ilien, it may b'easked, lias ýratory declined? Is it be-
cause the uman intellect lias deteriorated? No. Inall the
pursuits of science, and, Iiterature-in geupine and, substantial
knowledge--we arc superior ta the classie ages. They had then
no correct knowledge 6f the laws of Nature. In physics an in
logic, or the science ofrmind, their knowledge consisted in theo-
ries, which it lias beenour pursuit tO investigäte and reject. In
the'two fine arts of architecture and statuary they have enjoyed an
unquestionable pre-eminence; but even this maybe ascribed ta
peculiar causes-to climate, mythology, and the power of con-
manding, for one great object, the energies and labours of a peo-
ple. But in all the other fields of intellectual enquiry-philoso-

phy, poetry, history, thd belles-lettres, tragcedy, and novel-writing
-a species of literature-to the ancients unknown -we can produce
nameswho fur surpuass any rivals ta be found in ancient times.

Eloquence then, it may be fairly argued, bas not reached:the
sane, perfection-if perfection* it be-which it 'did in ýbthens or
Rome, because the public man addresses himself ta a different au-
dience-is not animated by similar excitements, and cannot expect
thle same rewards. Let such men as:Brouglham, O'Connell, Lynd-
hurst and Stanley, be subjected to the same exclusiVe and elaborate
training, and cultivate.one single oration foi a-periodof months-
give ta them such a throng as'gathered around Demostlmenes or
Cicerb, when they spoke-on the affairs of the state-let theni have
an audience who would respond with such exquisite sympathy,
and reward with suchu .bondless and enthusia'stic applause the
boldest figures, and the chastened and ripe expressions of a patient
and elaborate study-let the destiny of a nation .depend upon the
one effort ta persuade and gui de-and let their triumphi be reward-
ed by national confidence, intellectual power, and the highest ho-
nours of the state ; and such is my belief in ite rnysterious bene-
volence of Providenice---sueli the nature and inhîerent elasticity of
the human mind---such:its powers and facility of iMeeting the uni-
versal principle of means ta ends, that these men would rise
ta this other and Ihigher standard, and equal, if not surpass,
the faine of the great masters who have preceded them. The say-
ing is significant, "the Cichoolmaster hasbeen abroad," and intel-
ligence nid reason have come ta controul and, restraid the'imagi-
nation.

r Again, no question now is settled by the single 'oratorical dis-

play of one master iind. . The people' rad and thitk. r London,
-aris, Nev York have nu rostrumns, ta which the nation cones

fronm all points Of the compass. Each Cou'nty, Distrièt and State,
has its piublic men and its hustings. Governmnents are no lon;rer
metropolitan. There are Elections, Debating Societies and Insti-
tutes, planted in every little circle. h'eli volume, the pamphlet,
.the review, ithe new'spalier, scatter abroad the seeds of enquiry and
intelligence---transfuse through the mass the essence of gemnius---
implant the comprehcensive thoulights and the speculations, however
far they may reach imto futurity, of the statesman inta the broad
field of the national m ind,---they are reflected upon---reproduced
and re-published ; and while kniowledge is thus more generally
diffused, there is less labour to be -achieved, and less honour ta
be acquired, by any one mind, however highly gifted or cultivated.

Are not these causes sufficient ta accoumt for the differences be-
tween ancient and nodern eloquence, and ta vindicate the theory
I have endeavoured ta reason out, that if Demosthienes or Cicero
had lived'in thmis ragie, their fame as orators would not have been sa
brilliait and transcendant. Be it remarked, however, with becom-
ing hIumility, that upon this subject we can only speculate. It is
a pure question of inetaphysics which we are unable to reduce ta
certainty.-i Nature may have created only on e Demosthenes---one
Cicero---une Newton---a Shakspeare and a Scott ; upon ·these she
iay have.conferred iglier attributes of divinity, there is a curtain
beyond vlichl we cannot pierce, and before it we must bow,---
for, with all our know'ldge, we know little of the lamap whichi
burns w'ithin.

To coiclude, in my first paragraph I ventured ta say that our

* " In the first place, tIen, we find it impussible implicitly to
agirec with Mr. Hume or Dr. Blair that eloquence lias declined in
modern compared with ancient tiies. The eloquence of the two
periods is certainly difflerent : but its difference consists entirely in
the means nowr and formnerly employed, by orators, ta vin the cou-
sent of their auditory. These means must, at aIl times, be sug-
'gested byv thme condition af society ; which is itself' depenîdemnt upon
the state ut' thme intellect anîd its deveclopemenit ini thme muen or nîationis
w-li are ta be persuiaded or convinced. Now cèrtaiuly the nations
ai anmtiquity wvere more governied by' thueir senisations anud passions,

rmore lby thîeir feelinugs anîd less by their reason, thian thxose wvîihi
hamve riseni ta greatness and civilization la modernx Europec. 'fle
entire differenîce ini he state ai past anmd presetit oratory' is owiung ta
:this siiigle cause--for, fromi it, liave arisenî a v-ariety ai' muodificatioís-
ini the forums of Governumemnt, anud cansequenîtly ai debate, ahi 6f
whuich have a tenîdency> ta dimîinishî the inftluence ai enthusiasm inu
nautionial councils, and ta brinug the concerns af menu, r as unch as
muayl be, wiu'thiin the pamle cf ratiocIiation. Impassionmed eloquence,
less freq'uenitly resorted ta, because less effective nowî, niay' bave
declinîed ; but the eloquenîce of reasonu nef'eriffourishmed as iii later
nations"--Edibur-gI Ret'iewc, vol. xxxv. p. 160.

.-p,ïsenten tiiry would fiot be withoutits.utility her'..You haye
seen one curious effect of diffused intelligence. It would be im-
proper and indelicate to point out the characteristics of the spak-
ers in our own. Pi-öihceiaidtÔ inquire, by personal reference, if
they ccn*e up'to'the standa rof modern times. I venture not to
touch them,:although if I were I blieveIvouldcarryyorary'
mony in saying, that whethe'r we tdr¯tò our speakers ii thë Le-
gislature, the Bar and the Pulpit, and to some fresh importations
from a land famed for oratorical brilliance, there are to be found
indications of that spirit of improvement, that progress ofnind;
which is pushing forward this rising Province soarapidly. Let me
part with the same tone of kindly sugestion soaoften repeated
here. Let us go on 'and improve ourselves, and those 'hd are to
succeed us. Let us eultivate here, as we have doue, a knowledge
of philosophy and letters-let us widen our own acquisitions; sharp-
en the judgment and refmue the taste, for be assured that yotir lee-
turers and speakers wvill both improve from the respect you will
naturally inspire,-and that in eaci revolving season you will thus
workout more happily the beneficial influen ce this Institute must
exercise upon the education, prosperity, and social relations of the
capital.

LAWYERS IK PARLIAMENT.

The reason that more attention has been directed to the failure
of great lawyers in the Iilouse of Commons than of other people,
arises from the fact, that few lawyers enter the bouse vitliout be-
ing preceded by a high.reputation, if not for positive eloquence,
at least for a dexterous use of their learning and, powers, acquired
in other fields, and directed to other objects. -Jigh expectation is
thus excited, which is scarcely ever realised. It is well known
that Canning originally belonged to the Vhig party,ý and: was to
have been brought into Parliament under their auspices. When
some observation was made on Mr. Jenkinson (afterwards Lord
Liverpool), a very young man, who had just then heen introduced
by the Tories, Sheridan rose and said, " th'at his friends, too,'in
that house would be able to boast a youthful supporter, wiose ta-
lents and eloquence would not be inferior to those of tie eleve of
the ministry." It is said that Sheridan at this time knew that
Canning was no longer with bis party- and thus , chaunted bis
praises only ta awaken expectations that lie trusted might discon-
cer t the youthful aspirant'wihen he should take his seat. Eyskine's
bigh reputation at,the bar was the cause ofhis failure in the.house.
Lord Thurlow, whosucceeded in'making a great impression in the
bouse, is always thought tohave done so because h reputation as
as a lawyyer had not preceded hima. It iis not, to bedenied, how-
ever,, that thehabits of forensi oratory do not qualify, orrather do,
in some degree, disquialifyan iidividual for success iniParliament.
Vit and humour, so foreoen to 'the severe reasonings and close de-r

ductions toawhich the lavyer.lhabituates hiinself, are. the prime ele-
inents of success in the H ouse of Coninons. When somebody
asked Siieridan lhow it vas lie succeeded so well in the:house, lie
replied, "- Why, Sir, I had not been there very long before I found
thrce-fourths of the members were fools, and the whole loved a
joke. I resolved, therefore, not ta shock thei. by too much seve-
rity of argument, and ta amuse them by a sufficient quantity of
humour,-this is the secret of my success."

Erskine's career in parliament greatly disappointed his friends
and the world,-who expected great things fron the brillant advo-
cate. The first time " when be rose ta speak in the House of
Commons," says Mr. Espinasse, "he was received with marked
attention, and expectation was high in every part of the house.
It wras a total failure. Mr. Pitt had prepared himself ta take notes
of his speech, and lhad leaned forward, as if ta catch every word
which fell fron him. After listening to hin for a few seconds, he
flung the paper on which lie had prepared ta take notes, on the
ground, with a look of lofty supercilious conteipt so peculiarly
bis own. Erskine was one of the party opposed to him, and it was
said to be a ruse de guerre to lower the estimation in which bis ta-
lents were held." Lord Brougham's observations on Erskine's

parliamentary career are too important to be omitted. d" It must
be admitted," says lie, "lthat, had he appeared in any other period
than the age of the Foxes, the Pits, and the Burkes, there is little
chance tîlat he would have been eclipsed even as a debater ; but
lie never appears to have given his wholeini ta the practice, of
debating, and lie possessed but a very seanty provision of political
information. Earlier practice, and more devotion ta the pursuit,
would, doubtless, have vanquishîed:all these disadvantages; but

they sutliced ta keep Mr. Erskine in a station far beneath his ta-
lents as long as lie remained in the House of Commons."

Sa great did Mlurray show himnself in parliament, rtbat the minis-

try displayed no inclination ta part with hîin. Whîen the .,Chief
Just iceshipî became vacant by the death of Sir Dudley ilyder,
Murray nîaturally expectcd ta have been appointed ta it. Offer
after offer was made, ta induce himi to continue ini thme House of
Commons. Hle was offered the chancellorship af the D)uchy of
Lancaster for life, withm a pension of £2,000 a year ; permission ta
remnain Attorney General (worth. with ,the private p)ractice it

broughbt, £7 ,000 a-year) rand the reversion af the first tellership
af the Exchequer for bis nephe~w, Viscount Stormount: He rre-

fused this offer, reminding thme ministers of his repeated declara-
tion, thmat he would receive na appointmnent not connected.withm bis

profession. Hloping to subdue lis obstinacy by raising their bid-

dings, they offered him.a pension of six thîousaad (instead of' wo


