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the phrase used by ovr blessed Lord, injHis
parting injunction to His disciples immediately
pefore His Ascension: ‘Go ye, thcrefore, und
teach (lit. make disciples of) of all nations, bap-
tizing them iu tho name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,; teachiug
them to observe all things whatecever I have
commapded you."! This Divine rule is followed
in every branch of the Ca*bolic Church, the two
cssentials of the Sacrament of Bapti<m being
regarded as the use of water, and the recital of
the names of the Holy Trinity.

3. We have an interesting picture, given us
in the Acts of the Apostles (viii. 26-3Y), of the
conversion and buptism, by St. Philip, of the
Ethiopian magnate. After the deacon had cx-

ounded the Scriptures, and shown how all the
0ld Testament prophecies had been fulfilled in
Cbrist, the stranger at once asked for udmission
mnto the ranks of the Church. *Seo, here is
water ; what doth hinder me to be buptized?’
And Philip suid, ‘If thon believest with all
thino heart thou mayest,” And he unswered
and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God,' This reply embodied the great prin-
ciple of Christian truth, and was tuken as a
sufficient guanrantee of the thoroughrness with
which he aceepted it, and as an earnest of his
sincerity.

3. In his letter to his couverts at Corinth
(L Cor, xv. 3 ff.) St. Puul lays down a very
excellout and comprehenrive summary of belief
for the use ot his dieciples. I delivered unto
you first of all that which 1 also rec:ived,
how that Christ died for our sins according to
the Seriptures; and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures; and that He was seon of Cephas,
then of the twelve; after that, he was seen of
about five hundred brethren at once, of whom
the greater part remain unto this present, but
some are fallen asleep. After that He was scen
of Jumes, then of all the Apostles; and last of
all He was seen of me also.’

- Now the point to notice here is that the
Apostle, while he recounts the death and burial
of Jesus Christ, laye the greatost stress upon
the fuct of His Resurrection, and upon the
completeness and variety of the evidence, which
placed the event above the possibility of doubt
or dispute, The reason for this is easy 1o find.
The cnemies of Christianity, including the
heathen rulers as well as the Jews, at once real-
lised the vital importance of the question. Just
as the dirciples of Jesus were content to lei the
wholo (ubric of their faith stand or fall by the
truth or otherwise of their Master's Resurrec-
tion (because this corroborated or fulsiied His
¢laim to be the Son of Gud), so the opponents
of the * uew superstition ' made the most stren-
uous etforts to expluin away the disappearance
of the risen Lord trom the tomb. Thoy even
went about and openly bribed the soldiers who
had beon stationed near the grave Lo accuse
themselves of dereliction of duty in sleeping ut
their posts, 8o that it might be said that the
dis¢:ples had come by night and stolen the body.
St. Matthew tells us that the whole matter wus
well known : ‘So they took the money und did
18 they were taught ; and this saying was com-
monly reported among the Jews until this day.’

Now St. Paul, writing some twenty-five ur-

thirty years later, lays down a challenge. He
dares any one to disprove the reality of Uhrist's
Rosurrection: and mentions by name rasny of
thoss whose testimony was trustworthy, who
actually saw, and wet, and talked wich the Lord
in His risen life, and were slill alive. Wecun
thus see why the greut eveut of Hastor Day
forms one of the special articles of the Christiun
Croed.

4, In his Bpistle to the Romans (vi. 17) Se.
Paul speaks in a way that shows the existence
umong the Christians in the Imperial city, even
in those early days of the Charch, of a profes-
sion of faith, Ile suys, ¢ God be thankdd, thai

yo were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed

from the heart that form of doctrine which was

delivered you.'! And when writing to the Gala-

lians, the same Apostle thus speaks : ¢ As many

as walk according to this rule (Gk. canon) peace

ge é)n them, und mercy, and upon the Israel of
od,’ '

5. In the Epistle to the Hebrews, the writer
enumerates some of the arlicles which would of
necessity be comprised in a summary of Chris-
tian truth, ¢ Therefore,’ he says, *leaving the
principles of the doctrine of Christ (lit. the word
of the beginning of Christ), lot us go unto perfec-
tion; not laying again the foundation of ro-
pentance from dead works, and of faith townrds
God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of luying
on of hands, and of resurrection of thodead, and
of eternal judgment.’ He expresses a similar
thought in the pr- vious chapter by ibe phrase,’
the principles of the oracles of God.” No words
more suitable could be choren to describe the
purpose of a Creed. [t was intended to be the
basis of the Christian life, which must be laid
with all thoroughness, including those essentin]
components which he wmentions, before the
superstructure of the ideal and perfect pattern
ot the Saviour's example is built up on this
foundaltion.

6. Once more we must notice St. Paul's vords
in his letters to Timothy. whom he describes as

*my own son in the faith,” In the peroration ’

of his first Epistle, he malkes an impassioned
appeal to the young bishop to hold fast the
treasure of the Christian definition of the faith
in spite of sll opposition and difficulties. ‘O
Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy
trust (lit. the deposit), avoiding profane and
vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely
go called, whi-h some professing bave erred
concerning the faith,’ In the second Epistle
St. Paul gzivee the charge concerning the ' form
of sound words ’ which was quoted at the com-
moncement of this paper.

The ubove references are sufficient to show
that we have clear and unmistakable traces in
the New Testament of the existence of a Chris-
{ian Creed. And the intelligent student will at
once understund why these *symbols' are not
given in greater detail by the Apostles, The
object. of the immediate disciples and followers
of Christ was to win men over from heathenism,
or £ om Judaisw, W o belief in Jusus the Son of
God, tho Messish, Tlence all that was required
of themn wur 8 declarrtion that they accepted
Him as their Suviour, and aseonted 10 the truth
ot Lhone facts in Hix life which bore upon His
Divinity, * the word made flesh.” These were
H Incarnation, His Pussion, deatb, and burial,
and His glorivus Resurrection and Ascension,

As yours went by, and the Church of Christ
increased, and spread its influence from country
10 country, fulse teachers arose, who perverted
the truth, and led away wany into error. Then
it bocame nocessary, from e to time, to make
additions to the existing form of Creed, defining
in cleurer lunguage and at greater length, the
special points on which the promoters of heresy
bad gono astray. We shall trace in the subse-
queut p.pers, the growth of the most important

_of these bereries, and the influence they bad in

causing new cluues to be grafted on to the ori-
ginal and Apostolic definiton of the Christinn

taith.

NEW YEAR'S THOUGLTS.

“ That ye put off the old man . . . . that ye
put on the New Man "—Ephes. iv, 22-24.

The cummencement of the ecclesiastical and
civil year doon not coincide; but there is some-
thing very suggestive in the fact that New
Yenr's Duy falls within the vctuve of Christ

mas, aud is observed by the Church as the Tes-
tival of the Cirouscision. Qur Christian poot

has given expression to this thought in the well
known touching words—

The year begins with Thee,
And Thou beginn'st with woe;

Happy shall we be if, throughout the year,

we realise more and more of the presence of
Emmanuel, for thus shall we be enabled to go
on our way rejoicing, doing the work God gives
ns to do humbly and heartily, ‘as unto the
Lord and not unto men.’

But we dare not shut our eyes to the truth
set forth in the remuaining lines of the verse just
quoted—

To lot the world of sinners see
That blood for sin must flow;

that thus we may be filled with a deep hatred
and horror of sin in itself, and may duily fight
against it. For, though the Lamb of God has,
by the shedding of His blood, - taken away tho
siu of the world ' so that we arc indeed ‘alive
unto God in Jesus Christ our Lord,' yet the
conflict, with sin in our members continues, and
will continue until *this mortal shall puton im-
mortality.’ Hence the exhortation of St. Paul
to the Kphesians in tho wovds quoted above,
beeause our old nature still asserts its power,
and has to be kept down by the power of the
Holy Spirit Who dwells m us as the Spirit of
Chiri~t, 80 that woe ‘muy not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of our mind.’

In this work of *transformation,” wo are to
bo fellow-workers with God, and by our own in-
dividual act and will to * put on the whole ar-
mour of God, that we may be able to withstand
in the evil (ay,” and thus ‘ overcome the temp-
tations of the world, the flesh, and the devil.’
And we do well to remember .l o reulise that
this conflict ia always going on,—that if we
would live as the children of God, we must not
expeet what is called an ‘easy lifo,” but must
be prepared, when God calls us to do so, tofaco
the world, and to make a determined stund for
Him ugainst the wickedness (open and secret)
which wbounds on all sides. This can and must
be done in no proud or ostentatious mannor.
Christiuns are the * light of the world,” and it
is by showing their light that tho world will
tuke knowledge of them that * thoy have boen
with Jesus. If ¢the old man’ has 10 be put off,
‘the New Man' has to be put on. In othor
words, while sin has to be uvoided and ovor-
come, the fruit of the Spirit has to grow and
bocoine manifest in us, ~All this can unly take
place as we faithfully make use of all those
mo: ns of grace which God has put withio our
reach, We are not all circumstanced ulike in
this respect, and therefore must notl julge one
unothor though watchful and jealous over our-
selves, lest we ‘receive the grace of God in
vain,” Our spiritual life needs sustenunce—it
will funguish und dio if this is not given. But
while God has bountifully provided every meuns
to this end, it too often happens that we fail to
use thum,—or we use just thoso which wo like
best, and wh;ch perhaps give us the leust trou-
ble. A new yeur is the time fos ‘a new start
and new resotutions, May 1805 then see in ull
ot us incroused lime given for private prayer
and study of the Word of God; more diligent
attendance at His House, and especially ut Holy
Cummunion ; and may the Lord’s Day be more
carefully observed, thit it may indeed prove to
us a resting place, a day of refreshment from
tho tils and labours of the week. Thus shall
wu ‘grow in grace and in tho knowledge of our
Lord and Suvivur Jesus Christ,” and be made
ready for His coming and kingdom,

Tulke our hearts and circumcise them,
Honoceforth may Thy children be
Subjeet to Thy will in all things,
Yeu in loyal sonship free.
A. B. C. in Family Churchman,



