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the phrase used by our blessed Lord, inQHis
parting injunction to His disciples immediately
before His Ascension : ' Go ye, therefore, and
teach (lit. make disciples of) of ail nations, bap-
tizing thern in tho name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,; teachiug
them to observe all things whatsoever I bave
commanded you.' This Divine rule is followed
in every branch of the Ca'bolic Chure h, the two
essentials of the Sacrament of Bapti<m being
regarded as the use of water, and the recital of
the names of the Holy Trinity.

3. We have an interesting picture, given Tv;
in the Acts of the Apostles (viii. 26-39), of the
conversion and baptism, by St. Philip, of the
Ethiopian magnate. After the deacon had cx-
pounded the Scriptures, and shown bow sll the
Old Testament prophecies had bean ftilfilled in
Christ, the stranger at once asked for admission
into the ranks of the Church. ' Seo, bore is
water; what doth hinder me to be bi ptized ?'
And Philip said, 'If thon believest with all
thine heart thou mayest.' And ho answored
and said, 'I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God.' This reply embodied the great prin-
ciple of Christian truth, and was takon as a
sufficient guarantee of the thoroughrness with
which ho accepted it, and as an earne:t of his
sincerity.

3. In bis letter to bis converts ai Corinth
(I. Cor. xv. 3 ff.) St. Paul laye down a very
excellent and comprehensive summary of belief
for the use ot his disciples. ' I delivered unto
you first of ail that which I also received,
how that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures; and that He was seon of Cephas,
then of the twelve; after that, he was sen of
about five hundred brethren at once, of wbom
the greater part remain unto this present, but
some are fallen asleep. After that He was seen
of James, thon of ail the Apostles; and last of
all lIe was seen of me also.'
;;.Now the point to notice bore is that the
Apostle. while ho recounts the death and burial
of Jesus Christ, lays the greatest stress upon
the fact of His Resurrection, and upon the
completeness and variety of the evidence, which
placed the event above the possibility of doubt
or dispute. The reason for this is easy to find.
The enemies of Christianity, including the
heathen rulers as well as the Jews, at once real-
lised the vital importance of the question. Just
as the disciples of Jesus were content to lot the
whole fabric of their faith stand or fall by the
truth or otherwise of their Master's Resurrec-
tion (because this corroborated or falsified tiis
claim to be the Son of God), so the opponeuts
of the - now superstition' made the most stren-
uous efforts to explain away the disappearanicu
(f the rison Lord from the tomb. Thoy even
%vent about and openly bribed the soldiers who
had been stationed near the grave to accuse
themselves of deroliction of duty in sleeping ut
their poste, so that it might b said tlat the
disciples had come by night and stolen the body.
&. Matthew tells us that the whole matter was
well known : 'So they took the money and did
as they were taught; and this saying was com.
monly reported among the Jews un Lil this day.'
Now St. Paul, writing some twenty-five or
thirty years later, lays down a challenge. lie
dares any one to disprove the reality of Chris t's
Resurrection: and mentions by name raquy of
thoso whose testimony was trustworthy, who
acLually saw, and met, and talked wi&h tue Lord
in lis risen life, and were stili ahve. We can
thus sec why the great eveut of Eastor Day
forms one of the special articles of the Clristiun
Creed.

4. In his Epistle to the Romans (vi. 17) St.
Paul speaks in a way that shows the existence
among the Christians in the Imperial city, evei
in those early days of the Church, of a profes-
sion of faith. l1e says, ' God be thanktd, that,

ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine wbich was
delivered you.' And when writing to the Gala-
tians, the same Apostle thus speaks: ' As many
as walk according to this rule (Gk. canon) peace
be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of
God.'

5. In the Epistle to tbc Hebrows, the writer
enumerates some of the articles which would of
necessity be comprised in a summary of Chris.
tian truth. ' Therefore,' ho says. 'leaving the
principles of the doctrine of Christ (lit. the word
of the b•ginning of Christ), lot us go unto perfec.
tion ; not laving again the fnndation of re-
pentance from dead works, and of faith towards
God, of the doctrine of baptisme, and of laying
on of bands, and of resurrection of the d end, and
of eternal judgment.' He expresses a similar
thought in the pr- vious chapter by Lbe phrase,'
the principles of the oracles of God.' No words
more suitable could be chosen to describe the
purpose of a Creed. It was intended to bu the
baw.is of the Christian life, which must be laid
with all thoroughness, including those essential
components which ho mentions, before the
superstructure of the idîeal and perfect pattern
ot the Saviour's example is buiit np on this
foundation.

6. Once more we muet notice St. Paul's vords
in bis letters to Timoethy. whom ho describes as
• my own son in the faith.- In the peroration
of h;s firet Epistle, ho makes an impassioned
appeal to the young bishop to hold fast the
treasure of the Christian definition of the faith
in spite of ail opposition and difficulties. 'O
Timothy. keep that which is committed to thy
trust (lit. the deposit), avoiding profane and
vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely
so called, whi' h some professing bave erred
cuncerning the faith.' lu the second Epistle
St. Paul Live ilte charge concerning the ' form
of sound words' which was quoted ut the coin-
ientcement of this paper.

The above references are sufficient to show
that we bave clear and unmistakable traces in
the New Testament of the existence of a Chris-
tian Creed. And the intelligent student will at
once understatnd why theýe ' symbols' are not
given in greater detail by the Apostles. The
object of the immediate disciples and followers
of Christ was to win men over from heathpnism,
or f uni JuiJ.ism, to a belief in Josus the Son of
God, tho Nessiah. Ilence all that waq required
of i hem wîas a declarationîî thtat they accepted
him as their Saviour, and astented io the truth
ot thote facte in fis lie which boro upon His
Diviniity, ' the word made flesh.' These were
FIs Inernation, Hie Passion. deuth, and burial,
and His glorious Resurrection and Ascension.

As years went by, atnd thc% Church of Chriqt
increased, and sproad its influence from country
to country, taise touchers arose, who perverted
the truth, and led away mîaîny into error. Thot
it bocane ncessary, from i iîe to time, to make
additions tu the existing fouri of Creed, defining
in clearer language and at greater lengtb, the
special points on which the promoters of heresy
had gone astray. We shall trace in the subse-
quenit p .pore, the growth ofthe most important
of those heresies, and the influence they bad in
causing nîew tclauses to be gruftod on to the ori-
ginal and Apostulic detiiition ut the Christian
faith.

NEW YEAR'S THOUGUTS.

" That ye put off the ola man . . . . that ye
put oun the Yw 1 3ian "-Bphes. iv. 22-24.

The commencement of the ecclesiastical and

civil year doos not coincide; but there is sone-
thiîg very suggestive in ibe fact that New

Yenrs Diay lals within the octave of Christ

mas, aud is observed by the Church as the Fes-
tival of the CIRouMcsIoN. Our Christian poot

has given expression to this thought in the well
known touching words-

The year begins with Thee,
And Thou beginn'st with woe;

Happy shall we be if, throughout the year,
we realise more and more of the presence of
Emmanuel, for thus shall we b enabled to go
on our way rejoicing, doing the work God gives
us to do humbly and hoartily, 'as unto the
Lord and not unto mon.'

But we dare not shut our eyos to the truth
set forth in the remaining lines of the verse just
quoted-

To let the world of sinners sec
That blood for sin muet flow;

that thus we mav b filled with a deep hatred
and horror of sin in iteolf, and may daily fight
against it. For. though the Lamb of God bas,
by the shedding of His blood, • taken away the
sin of the world,' se that we are indeed ' alive
unto God in Jesus Christ our Lord,' yet the
conflict.with sin in our members continues, and
will continue until ·tiis mortal shall puton im-
mortality.' H1ence the exhortation of St. Paul
to the Èphesians in the words quoted above,
because our old nature still asserts its power,
and has to bc kept down by the power of the
H1oly Spirit Who dwells in us as the Spirit of
Chri-t, so that we ' may not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing
ut our mind.'

In this work of ' transformation,' wo arc to
b fellow-workers with God, and by our own in-
dividual act and will to put on the whole ar-
mour of God, that we may be able to w-thstand
in the evil day.' and thus ' overcome the temp-
tations of the world, the flesh, and the devil.'
And we do well to romember and tu realise that
this conflict is always going on,-that if wo
would live as the children of God, we must not
expt et what is callod an 'easy life,' but muet
be prepared, when God calls us to do so, to face
the world, and to make a determined stand for
Him againit the wickednoss (open and secret)
which aaounds on ail sides. This cai and muet
bh done in no prond or ostentati"us inanner.
Christians are the 'light of the world,' and it
is by showing thoir light that the world will
talke knowledge of them that • they have been
with Jesus. If' the old man bas o be put off,
'the New Man' bas to be put on. li other
words, while sin has to be avoided and over-
com, the fruit of the Spirit has to grow and
becone manifest in us. All this cuit only tako
place as wu faithfully make use of all those
me: ns of grace which God bas put wiibin our
reach. We are not ail circumstanced aliko in
titis respect, and therefore must not judge one
anoLlit though watchful and jealous over our-
solves, lest we 'receive the gracte of God in
vain.' Our spiritual life neods sustenance-it
will ianguish and die if this is not given. But
while God has bouttifully provided every moans
to this end, it too often happons that we fail to
u-c them,-or we use just those which we like
best, and wh;ch perhaps give us tho least trou-
ble. A new year is the time fos a new start
and unw rosolutions. May 1895 thon see in ail
ot us incroused Lime given for private prayer
and study of the Word of God; more diligent
attOldatce Ut H is House, and especially at HEoly
Communion ; and may the Lord's Day be more
caireftilly observed, that it may indeed prove to
us a re,ýtinig place, a day of refreshment from
the tod., and labours of the week. Thus shall
wu 'grow in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and 'Saviour Jesus Christ,' and be made
ready for His coming and kingdom.

Take our heurts and circumcise them,
-I etceforth may Thy children b

Subject to Thy will in ail things,
Yet in loyal sonship free.

A. B. C. in Family Churchman.


