APRIL 20, 1892.

THE CHULCH GUARDIAN.

The Threefold Ministry of the Christian

Church 3

From time to fime the notion has bzen pat
forward in certain quarters, that, so 1ar as the
apostolic aged is coucerned. no particular form
of Church government was established ; that the
Aposties of Christ laid down no form for the
oniginal constitution of the Christian Church ;
and some actually go so far as to affirm that it
could not have been Episcopacy, or what is
krown as the three O.ders of ministers—Bishops,
Priests and Deacons. ‘T'hat in short, no ranx
or order of ministers in the Christian Church was
above or superior to any other in authority, but
that they were all on an equality so far as autho-
rity 1o minister in holy things is concerned. It
cleariy follows that if the foregoing is the correct |
and tree statement of the matter, cither that
there was no visible organization called a Churcii |
—in fact, no church at all—left by Divine ap-|
pointment or Divine sanction in the world, cach |
man, and each woman for that matier, has \hus{
a perf-ct and absolute right to found a church;
o:, that the clear and unmistakable statements !
in the Book of Common Prayer are historically !
incorrect, inaccurate and false. l.est there should”
be any lingering doubt in the minds of any of .
the readers of THE CHURCH MoxTtHLY as to.
whether these views and notions conflict with'!
and contradict the historic accuracy and truth |
of the statements in the Prayer Book, it may be
well to quote here the words of our Book of-
Common Prayer. In the first place, it may be
said in passing that if anyone wishes to know what |
position the Anglican Church takes with regard |
to this or any similar matter, the voice of the
Church as a whole finds its expression in the’
Prayer Book itself, not in somzone’s notions or |
opinion of statements found therein.  What is
called “The Pretace to the Ordinal” or, “The
form and manner of making, ordaning and con-
secrating, of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons,’ runs
as follows : It is evident unto all men dili-
gently reading the Holy Scriptures and ancient
authors, that from the Aposties’ times there have
been these orders of Miuisters in Christ’s Church:
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. Which Offices
werc evermore had in such reverend estimation,
that no man might presume to execute any of
them, except he was first called, tried, examined
and known to have such qualitics as arce requisite
for the samec ; and also by public prayer. with the !
Imposition of Hands, were approved and ad-
mitied thereunto by lawful anthorily. .And
therefore, to the intent that these Orders may
be continued, and 1everenily used and estecmed,
in the Church of England, no man shall be ac-
counted or taken to be a lawful Bishop, Priest.
or deacon in the Church of England, or suffered
to excute any of the said functions, except he be
called, tried, examined, and admitted thercunto,
according to the form hereafler following. or
hath had formerly Episcopal Consecration or Or-
dination.” Here is set forth in clear and un-
mistakable terms the position which the Church
takes in regard to those who are to minister in
the congregation, and at her altars.  No one
does she allow as a lawful and proper Bishop.
Priest, or Deacon unless ordained by a vahd
Bishop. Not only here, but in her Articles we
find corroborative cvidence. In Article NXI111
“Of Ministering in the Congregation,”is sct
forth at least two fundamental principles. Lirst,
that the Holy Minustry is not an order or office
10 be taken up by any Christian who feels dis-
posed to do so, but on the contrary that it be-
longs to a regularly constituted order of men,
* Jawfully called and sent to execute the sime”
Second, that the call and mission of such men
is by means of those “ who have public (z ¢ offi-
cial) authority given them in the Cungregation
to call and send Ministers into the l.ord’s vine-
yard” Again in Ariicle NXXVII, the Church
declares that this call and m s»ion belongs in no
sense to the Royal Supremacy. To the Bishops
of the Church, the Successors of the Apostles,
belong the power, in virtue of their office, to
call and send. We have thus placed side by

side. the statements in the Book of Common
Prayer, and those notions which contlict with
them or contradict them. Either one may he
hisiorically correct, but it is clear that both can-
not be true.  One must be right and true, the
other other wrongand untrue.  Either a Church

cwas founded and a Mmistry organized, or it
. Wias not.

If one was founded and a Minisury
organized then it is a matter of evidence—histu-
rical evidence—what its original constitution was.
All reasonable and intehigent people who ¢

~nunds are not too firled with prejudice to sce tiie

truth must surely admit the wuth when they
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“ THE KING'S WITNESS.”

DREAN.

A
Thy hawble servant, Lond, my feeble voice
I jealous raised amidst a throng of foes,
Who fain did question Thy almighty power
To heal, restore and Lless humanity.

Deed< of Almightiness I ¢laimed for Thee

As ne'er before were seen in Israel,

With ail the passion urged of my poor tonzue

The truth that thou couldn’st make a lnme man's reet
Leap like a hart’s, a dumb man’s lips to simg,

A Lfeless budy live and live alway :

That Thon conld st all things do, fer Thou wer't God.
Todignaut at their slowness to believe,

[ warm!y bore my witness to the Lord.

In etaunchest faith, with tirmly planted foot,

Closely I grarped the banver in Thy Nawe,

And waved them backward all discotited,

Feeling that Thon wert uear and helping one

To brave all perils, ro thut 1hou Le presched.

Cowering they fell to hide for shiame and fear,
And grudging left me victor for the while
Stand ing alone ander Thy Buuner.

Then
From out the shadows onmy left arose
A form and stood betore me wondering,

LA form as in au amber glory bathed,

Kingiy and strong vet womlerfuliy meck.

Soft fell a cream-white vesture rowud his fect
Goll-edged, amd overineed with quivering rays
Of ro-e-resd light, o cineture ut b waist
Lou=ely contining this must princeiy rohe,
Gold-burred, and waving downwards to the sude.
Above, about his neck, the cream-wihite robe
Lauy clorely down in unduluting folds

And shaped it-elf abont the heaving breast.
Rising and falling with it, every breth

The token of areal true hife within,

Hix Jocks, gold brown, npon each shoulder feli,
And oer his haad awrentn of ombient hight
Disposed itself inontline of n erown,

And lightly sat upon his noble brow.

Hie face to me was wondruus beantiful

And rofdy sad, vet over full of joy,

Of heavenly peace, and angel sympathy

With eves that secmed to thrill me through with love,

e stepped toward me with a courtly grace,
1 bent before him as he raised his hand :
Nearer he came, friendly his bearing secmed,
His breath fell as & warm dew on my head,
Lower I bent ity nnd he kiszed 1t onee.

A sense of the Divine seized wll my sond

Aund I was at Hix feet in copious tears,

Such tears as I had never ~hed befors,

A welling flood of tear<. T knew “twas joy,

But chietly lack of worth that made me weep,

Aund while my full heart throbbid, yet once sgain

I fel: is lips on my bowel head descend :

Again welled forth my tears, that ne'er hal cea-ed.
Crurlied 1§ His love ! Sneh unearned Llessing mine !
*I'was Heaven to be kueeling at Hiv feet,

I would not, if I counld, have moved away,

Naught el-¢ couid I but weep, and weeping——woke.

"T'was buta dream.  But leng I lay in thought

Seized with a sense of great unworthiness:

'Twas Thou the Master who didst come to me,
Who nothing sm though thine amnbassador.

Ob! worthier make nie to uphold Thy Name,

Ir my poor service Thou wilt deign to use.
Though near the ground, may 1 be beld for Thee
And own Thee for my own most Glorious King.

And when from this life’s dream I «hall awake,
May thi= my dream of Thee be realized:
Ounly the joy without the tears be mine,
When Thou Thy blessing on my work bestow,
And on my sinful head Thy kies of peace.
W. B. Loxdnvnsy,
Granby, . Q., Lent, 1502,

BAPTISM.

Baptism 1s a covenant, in which there are two
contracting parties, God and the Catechumen,
both pledging themselves to certain conditions,
and both having a certain part of their own to
This is very forcibly brought out by
both for the Baptism of  In-
fant<, and of Adults.

perfoi.
our Formulares,
In the first place, on the
part of the Cateenumen, there is self-dedication,
impiying complete suirender  of the will, nay, of
He

declares war agunsy) all sing from whats

the nan's  whole self o God. renuunces

{1
seever avenue it may make s assault; he avows

[ G

implicit beief, of all God savs, and he puts him-
seif entirely at God's  bidding, to = keep Ilis
Loly will and commandment’s, and walk. m the
same all thedays of his hfe.” Tt is very impor-
ant 1o remark, that icis not simply behef, but
also a preparedness of the woddf, which he, if an
infant, by his
surctics, is required to profess. The terms are
by no means to be construed as a promise that

adult, in his own person. if an

will nevar sing which would be w rash and
unw.iiraniable hut  are exactly
civatent to an act of selfsurrender, and might
serpiurally be represented thus s 1 present my
body ¢Ias o bedyo on which the seal of Toly
Bapiom is now to be impreased) a0 hiving saeri-
fice, ey acceeptable to Gody which is mv rea-
sonabie 1t s the Cheistan offerinyg
Limseid as a0 victim ai God's aluar, = Lo, T come
16 do Ty will, O God o

Bt o that the whole Baptism? By no means,
not cven the chicl patt of i, The vicim must
not oniy be presented. but fire must fall from
Heavan upon itz there Is God's paat as well as
man’s part o be considereds There s agif o
he bestened, wn well as @ poar to be wade, and
the candidate himsell cannot possibly do God's
gttt be done for hig, and upon hi,
No an ever heard of a person’s baptizmg Inm-
selt s that wouid be indeed anabsurd mpossibi-
Iy : e may dedicate himsell” to God by an
act of scifssurrender, which some purpose to be
the whole of Baptism, but to be b of water
and ot tne Spint 1o be recaved o Chrsts
Boty Chinche and be nide o hvely member of
the same,” this 1, far above—out of Ais reach,
The Ciinrehr of his day. or ather Christacting
throush the Church. confers upon i Baptism,
with s grace and s i howsoever that it
may be detned. I he s aninfant at the tune
of receiving i, (as we b were) and Baptisin is
to be of the smallest avinl to i ultimately, he
must reatize his Baptism espernimentally, and
that as to both pans of the contact @ he must
new by his own act and doed sarrender hiniself
baiterty and unreservediy, too God, which is the
teachnzg ol Confirmation. although thousands of
confinmed persons Tave never done 1t and for

his gowth i prace. his spiri-

he

vow ndeed :
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his sancttication,

Ixxml fruittlness, his intenor qualiication for
il:lt,ry', he st lock 1o Chirist and Chnst alone,
tin whom by the Iathers appointment *all ful-

"ness dwedls,” usimg diligently  the means, of
course, beeause Christ enjoins themw, but not
Lputtng the means in Christ's place. 16 he will
‘not dedicate himself, the Lord will not send
down the fiery Baptism of the Toly Ghost upon
s him o f he will dedicate himself and will expeet
trom  the act of dedication the gift of the
Holy Ghost, he will  find himself  bitterly
Ldisappointed 3 but if he  will beth dedi-
"eate himself, and at the same time look to
CChrist's fulness for the  progressive work of
{sanctification, as well as fur the completed work
_of justification, then of Christs fulness shall that
man receive, and “grace for grace.”  Holding
“the Mead, Be shail have nourishment ministered
ithrough the joints and bands of the appointed
means, and increase with the increase of God,

"—VYoulburn's Personal Keligion.



