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parish or mission, who sball fail to duly keep
the registers and make the entries, therein of
the acts of civil status, to wit, baptisms, mar:
riages and burials, shall be held to have com-
mitted an offence against the Canon of Disei
pline of the Diocese, and be subjest to trial
thereunder.

Enregistration by Laymen.—A question hav-
ing been raised s to the validity of Registration
by Laymen or students of acts of oivil status,
the following opinions were read : '

RxaieTERs AND REGi18TRATION OF AgTs 07 C1ViL
SraTUs,

These sre required by, ard the provi
sions applicable thereto are set forth inm, the
gsecord title of the Cede of Civil Procedure, ar
tioles 39 to 78, explained by artiole 5499 of the
Revieed Statutes of the provinoce of Qnebeo.

Article 42, 0.C., provides that aots of oivil
status are to be inscribed in two registers of the
same tenor kept for each Roman Catholio parish
ohurch, each Protestant church or congrogs
tion, or othoer religions community entitled
by law to keep such registers,

Artiole 44, presoribes that the registers are
kept by the Rector, or other priest or minister
having oharge of the churches, congregations,
or religions communities, or by any other officer
entit'ed so to do,

Article 5499 of tho Revised Statntes of the
Province of Quebes is explanatory of article 42
a8 to ‘wbat is included in the term Protestant
churches or congregations, and declares that
they comprire ¢ sll churohes and congregations
in communion with tho Church of Eogland or
Scotland, and the scvoral religions commanities

- or denominsations in the province mentioned in
the rpecial acts concerning them, and the priests
or ministers thereof, who may validly solemnize
marrisge, and roay obiain and keep registers of
vivil status, subjoct to the provisions of the said
acts with reference to each of them respoctively,’
This explunstion is imporiant in conneotion
with the question of who may or may not sign
uutg.‘r'-f buptiem, marriage aod burial,

Ailile 46 of the O C. requires that aots of
oivil staintos * as soon as they are made” shall
be insoribed in the two registers in successive
order, snd without blunks; and the special
provisions under the several titles of acts of
births, sots of marriage, aots of burial, requires
that those several auts shull bo signed in both
registors, smongst others ** by the officer offi-
oiatirg" (acts of baptism), * by the cfficer who
golomnizes marrisge” (aots of marriage), ** by
the poraon performing the burial serviee’
(aots of burial).

From the terms of tho explaining article
5449, ebove referred to, and indepondently of
the ruler of the Church itsclf, as to who are
oapable of porforming smoh aots as haptism,
marriage and burial, it would scem to follow in-
dubitubly that the oivil Jaw regards the person
referred 1o under these seversl expressions as
8 priost of tho Charch of England, or a min-
ister of one of the religious budies other than
the Churoh of Eogland referred to therein,
Bat the quoestion has been raised whether a
catechist or lay reader in the Charch of Eng
lund hes authority to keep ro sisters for aots of
oivil ststus and to enter therein and to sign
such sots, if employed in any parish or mission.
It would seem, as above said, that under the
oivil law, as explained, he would have no snoh
right, and any such aot of his wouald be invalid.

COan s oatechint, layman, or lay reader be
regarded in uny senso as such cfficer [or minis
ter, if you will] under the law and practice of
the Churoh of Euglond ?

1. It is indirpatable that, thongh the Church
of Xngland does recognize lay baptism in oases
of extreme necessity only, her form of service
snd the faot that she requires the presentation
of the child so baptizsd in the Church and its
reception thero “ by the minister of the parish”
and the distinot reference to the officer as &
priest, would militate against any suoh pre-

tension a8 that alay reader, catechist or student
could make and sign aots of baptism.

2. As to acts of marriage, there would seem
to be no shadow of opening for a discussion a8
to these. The Church has ever recognized
that marrisage must be performed by ome in
Orders, and therefore no questions cau arige in
this connection as to the action by & layman.

3. As to Aocts of Baurial, though no distinct
‘declaration in the Burial service, as in the Bap-
tismal office, for emergency is to.be found, yet
1t is only necessary torefer to the Order for the
Barial of the dead to see that throughout that
service the presence of one in Orders, as the
officer performing the act is clearly "and
definitely rocognized. Throughout the service
the reference is to one in Priest’s Orders, and
without entering upon the question whether a
Desncon can validly say portions of the service,
there can be no ressonable question that & lay-
msan is pot qualified so to act; therefore he
conld not validly make entries of aots of civil
etstus in the registors nor sign the same.

L, H, DAvipsox.

Montreal, 12th June, 1891,

I am deoidedly of opinion that no layman,
bas & right to record an Aot of baptism, or of
marriage, or of burial, in the register kept by
law for that purpose,

StRAcHAN BrTHOUNN,
Chanoellor,

It was then resolved—That His Lordship be
requested to appoint a committee to consider
the guestion of the rogisters of baptism, mar
riage and burial in missions in oharge of
students, as to such points as these—in whose
name they shall be made ont, in whose church
they shall remain and how far can students
make entries therein and report to the Synod;
and”that the opinion just read, of Dr. Davidson,
atd concurred in by Chancellor Bethune, be
printed for the information of the Churoh in
this Dioocese, pending the report of the com-
mittee,

DIOCESE OF TORO2NTO.

Tamniry CorLEGE—The annual meeting of
Convooation took place on the afternoon of the

26th ult., when the Convocation Hall wus filled
to its utmoet capaonity with reiatives of stadents
snd friends of the College, to witness the con-
ferring of degreva and other honors, The Hon.
G. W. Allan, Senator, Chancelior of the Institu-
tion presided and there wero also present with
him on the platform, Ven, Archdescon Jones,
Revs. Professor Clark, Osborne, Nichol, Short,
Caswell, Langtry, Lloyd, B:oughall, Cayley,
and others ; and of the Iaity Chief Justice
Haggerty, B, Martie, @ C., R. T. Walkem, Q O,
and others. The gold medal for the year was
taken by Mr, W. R. Herbert, The degree of
B. A. was conferred upon twelve persons,
amongst whom were two ladies, Mise M Elliots
and Miss M. C, Nation. Mies A M. M. Graham
obtained the gold medal in the second exami-
nation in Masie. One M. B. was conferred,
namely, upon Mr, J.T. R. Kertland. Three
B. C. L. degrees were conferred, one upon G.
H. Muirhead, who also took the gold medal,
and the others on Messrs, Clement and Gault,
Ton dogrees vt M.D.C.M. were granted to stu-
dents who had passed the examinations, amongst
whom was Misz J. Thomas ; and ad eundem
degrees were conferred uporn James Ogilvie, L,
R. C. 8, Edin of Bishop's College, Lennoxville,
and on Wesley Robinson of Mo@ill, Montreal.
The degree ot Lic, Th. was conferred upon Mr,
F. Heathoote and the Rev, J. H. Ross; and
that of D.D, upon the Rov. Alfred (sborne of
Markham. The dogree of D.C L. was conferred
in honorig causa on the Rev, Professor Olark,
Edward Martin, Q C,, Chancellor of tho Diocese
of Niagars, and R. T. Walkom, Q.C., Chancellor
of the Dioocese of Ouatario. Bosides these
degrees seventy-seven had been conferred during

the year, The Matriculants in Arls number 63,

amongst whioch the names of several ladigs
appear ; in Law, eleven ; music, fourteen,

Miss Amy M. Graham, of Fort Erie, who
received the gold medal in the second yesr
eXxamination for the degree of Baohelor of
Musio, is the youngest candidate who has yet
obtained this distinotion: She was & pupil of
the Toronto Conservatory of Music, and ia re.
sident at Fort Xrie. She obtained the highest
number of marks possible on one of the papers,
and was the first upou the list of both English
and Canadian candidates.

The Chancellor in his address briefly sketohed
the work whioh had been-done at Trinity Col.
lege during the year, and referred to the com-
pletion of the new wing of the Oollege, and also
to the successfnl raising of the amount neces-
sary to claim the important grants from the §,
P.C.K., which would enable the corporation to
add to the number and incresse the teaching
staff of the College in the fail.

In the new wing there were 22 additional
rooms for students besides new lecture rooms,
laboratory and Professors’ rooms. The amoant
raised in order to obtain the grants referred to
was some $17,000, and this bad been secured
mainly through the vigorous canvass made by
Rev, Prof. Body, Heannounced the resignation
of the Raov, Prof. Lloyd, who had accepted the
Head Mastership of Trinity College School,
Port Hops, vacant throngh the resignation of
the Rev, Dr, Bethune, who for 21 years had
filled that important position, In closing his
address the Chancellor referred to the country’s
loss through the death of Sir John A, Macdon-
ald, and expressed the sympathy of the corpo-
ration and of those present for Lady Maodonuld
in her bereavement, The Liord Bishop of the
Diooese closed the proceedings with the bene-
diction,

Bi-Bor STRACHAN SoHoOL,—The ¢ osing ex.
eroises of this admirable inesitution for the
education of girls, tock place on the 25th and
26th ult., under the presidenay of the Rev.Dr,
Duavies, Canon Dumoulin, Rector of 8t. James,
presenting the prizes to the suooessful oaadi-
dates and delivering a short address. On
Thursday and Friday evening a concert was
given by the pupils, at whioh an exoellent pro-
gramme of music was reniered, The school
has had a very successfa! year, and will doub:-
less re-open in September filled to its utmost
oapaoity.

DIOCESE OF HURON.

S¥nop Nores.—Sunday Schools.—117 par

ishes reported, and it appeared that there were
4806 male, and 1,285 female teachers, or & total
of 1,766 ; Sunday Sohool scholars, 17,906, being
7,796 boys and 10,096 girls, There had besn
an inorease of pupils of 957, and of 52 teachers
daring the year; 211 Sunday Sohools had re-
ported with an attendance of 17 906, the average
peing 12,726, It also appeared that the number
of soholars over fourteen years of age, and Bible
oluss members was 3,444 ; indicating that the
older scholars still continze in the Sunday
Schools or Bible olasses to a considerable ex-
tent. The Suanday Sonools raised during the
year aud expended iu their own work $5,980 60;
for other parochial work $798 33, and for exlra
parochial purposes $1,625.20, or a total of
$38.414.13,

The contribntions to Missions from the S.8.
showed an inorease over ‘last year of $195.61.
Christ Church S 8., Chatham, heading the list
with $206. This school numbers 532, and is
the largest single school in the Diocese. The
Momorial Charch parish, Loodon, has two
Sonday Schools numbering together 687,

Church Consolidation —The proposal sub-
mitted by the Winnipeg Coaference engaged
the attention of Synod for one afternoon and
was strongly supported by Mr. Chas, Jenkins,
of Petrolia, who, seconded by Mr, Imlach,

moved the adoption of the scheme, Finally,



