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parish or mission, who shal fail te duly keep
the registers and make the entries, therein of
the acts of civil statue, te wit, baptisme, mar-
riages and burials, shallho beld to have com-
mitted an offonce against the Canon of Disi
pline of the Diocese, and he subjeet to trial
thereunder.

Enregistration by Laymen.-A question hav-
ing been raised ase te the validity of Reaistration
by Laymen or students of acte of civil statue,
the following opinions were read :

Rzarsenas AN» REGISTaATION O AoTs o? CIVIL
STATuS.

These are required by, and the provi.
ioens applicable thereto are set forth in, the

second title of the Code of Civil Procedure, ar
ticles 39 te 78, explained by article 5490 of the
Revised Statutes of the province of Quebec.

Artiole 42, C.0., provides that acte of civil'
statue are te ho inscribed in two registers of the
same tenor kept fer each Roman Catholic pariah
church, oach Protestant church or congrega
tion, or other religions community entitled
by law to keep ench registers.

Article 44, prescribes that the registere are'
kept by the Rector, or oiber priest or minister
baviug charge of the churches, congregations,
or religions communities, or by any other offloer
entit'ed se ta do,

Article 5499 of the Revised Statutes of the
Province cf Quebec is explanatory of article 42
as te -wbat is includcd in the term Protestant
churches or congregations, and declares that
they comprise ' all churches and congregations
in communion with the Church of England or
Scotland, and the soverai religions communities
or doenominations in the province mentioned in
the special nets concerning thom, and the priesta
or ministers thoreof, who may validly solemnize
marriage, and may obtain and koep registers of
civil statue, subjeoct to the provisions of the said
nts with reference te eaeh of them respectively.'
This explanation is important in connection
with the question of who may or may net sign
auty f baptiem, marriage and burial.

Ai Lhlo 46 of the O C. requires that acts of
civil etatutes " as soon as they are made" shall
be inscribed in the two rogisters in successive
order, and witbout blanka; and the special
provisions under the several tiLles of sets of
births, acts of marriage, acte of burial, requires
that these several aus shall b signed in both
registers, amongst others " by the offioer offi-
ciatirg" (acts of baptism), " by the officer who
solemnizes marriage" (aote of marriage), "by
the person performing the burial service"
(acte of burial).

From the terme of the explaining article
5,499, sbove roferred te, and indepondontly of
the rules of the Church itielf, as te who are
capable of porforming sncb acte as baptisim,
marriage and burial, it would seem te follow in.
dubitably that the civil law regards the person
referred te under these several expressions as
a priest of tho Charch of England, or a min-
ister of one of the religions bodies other than
the Churoh of Englaud referred te thercin.
But the question has been raised wbether a
catechiat or lay reader in the Charch of Eng.
]and bas authority te keep regiters for acts of
civil statue aud to enter therein and te sign
such acts, if employed in any pariah or mission.
It would seom, as above said, that under the
civil law, as explained, ho would have no such
right, and any sncb set of bis would be invalid.

Can s cateohit, ilayman, or lay reader be
regarded in any sense as such cfiocer [or minis
ter, if yen willI] under the law sud practice of
the Church of England ?

1. It e indibpntable that, though the Charch
of Engiand does recognise lay baptisam in cases
of extreme necesaity only, ber form of service
sud the fact that sic requires the presentation
Of the child se baptized in the Church and its
recoption thero " by the minister of the parish"
and the distinct roference to the offoor as a
priest, would militate against any such pre.

tension as that a lay reader, catechist or student
could make and aigu acte of baptism.

2. As to acte of marriage, there would seem
to be no shadow of opening for a discussion as
to these. The Churb bas evor recognized
that marriage muet be performed by one in
Orders, and therefore no questions eau arise in
this connection as to the action by a layman.

3. As te Acte ef Burial, though no distinct
declaration in the Burial service, as in the Bap
tismal office, for emergency is to.be found, yet
it is only necessary to'refer to the Order for the
Barial of the dead to sec that throughout that
service the presonce of one in Orders, a the
officer performing the act is clearly 'and
definitely reognized. Throughout the service
the roference is to one in Priest's Orders, and
without entering upon the question whether a
Dèacon eau validly say portions of the service,
thore can ho no reasonable question that a lay.
man is not qualified se to set; therefore ho
could net validly make entries of acte of civil
statue in the rogisters nor aign the same.

L. H. DAViDsN.
Montreal, 12th lune, 1891.
I am decidedly of opinion tbat no layman,

bas a right te record an Aot of baptism, or of
marriage, or of burial, in the register kept by
law for that purpose,

STRACHAN BETHONE,
Chancellor.

It was then resolved-That His Lordsiip be
requested to appoint a committee te consider
the question of the rogieters of baptism, mar
riage and burial in missions in charge of
students, as te sncb points as these-in whose
name they aball be made out, in whose charch
they shal remain and how far can students
make entries therein and report te the Synod;
and*that the opinion just read, of Dr. Davidson,
ard concurred in by Chancellor Bethune, ho
printed for the information of the Church in
thie Diocese, pending the report of the com-
mittec.

DIOCESE OF TORYNTO.

TaiNITY CoLLEGi.-The annual meeting of
Convocation took place on the afternoon of the
26th ult., when the Convocation Hall was filled
to its utmot capanity with relatives of students
and friends of the College, te witness the con-
ferring of degrees and other honors The Hon.
G. W. Allan, Senator, Chancellor of the Institu.
tien prosided and there were also present with
him on the platform, Ven. Archdeacon Jones,
Reys. Professor Clark, Oborne, Nichol, Short,
Caswel, Langtry, Lloyd, B:oughal, Cayley,
and others ; and of the laity Chief Justice
Haggerty, B. Martin, Q C., R. T. Walkom, Q O,
and others. The gold modal for the year was
taken by Mr. W. R. Herbert. The degroe of
B. A. was conferred upon twelve persons,
amongst whom were two ladies, Miss M Elliott
sud Miss M. C. Nation. Mise A M. M. Graham
obtained the gold modal in the second exami-
nation in Music. One M. B. was conferred,
namely, upon Mr. J, T. R. Kertland. Three
B. C. L. degreos were conferred, one upon G.
H. Muirhead, who aise tok the gold medal,
and the others on Meeprs. Clement and Gault.
Ton degrees ut M.D.C.R. wcre granted te stu-
dents who had passed the examinations. amonget
whom was MisaE J. Thomas ; and ad eundem
degreos were conferred upon James Ogilvie, L.
R. C. S. Edin of Bishop's College, Lennoxville,
and on Wesley Robinson of MeGill, Montreal.
The degree of Lic. Th. was conferred upon Mr.
F. Heatheote and the R8ev. J. H. Rose; and
that of D.D. upon the Rav. Alfred Osborne of
Markham. The degree of D.C L. was conferred
in honoris causa on the Rev. Professer Clark,
Edward Martin, Q C., Chancellor of the Diocese
of Niagara, ànd R. T. Walkom, Q.C., Chanceller
of the Diocese of Ontario. Besides these
degrees seventy-seven had been conferred during
the year. The Matriculants in Arts number 63,

amonget which the names of several ladies
appear; in Law, eleven ; music, fourteen.

Mise Amy M. Graham, of Port Brie, who
received the gold modal in the second year
examination for the degree of Bachelor of
Music, le the youngest candidate who bas yet
obtsined this distinction She was a pupil of
the Toronto Conservatory of Music, and is re.
sident at Fort Brie. She obtained the highest
number of marks possible on one of the papers,
and was the firet upon the list of both English
and Canadian candidates.

The Chancellor in his address brieflysketohed
the work whieh had been-done at Trniity Col.
lege during the year, and referred te the com-
pletion of the new wing of the Colegoe, and also
te the successful raising of the amount neces.
sary te claim the important grants from the S.
P.C.K., which would enable the corporation to
add te the number and increase the toaching
staff of the College in the fail.

In the new wing there were 22 additional
rooms for students besides new lecture rooms,
laboratory and Professera' roome. The amount
raised in order te obtain the grants referred te
was some 611,000, and this had been secnred
mainly through the vigorous cauvass made by
Rev, Prof. Body, Ho announced the resignation
of the Rev. Prof. Lloyd. who had accepted the
Head Mastersbip of Trinity College School,
Port Hope, vacant through the resignation of
the Rev. Dr. Bethune, who for 21 years had
filled th¯t important position. In closing his
address the Chancellor referred to the country's
loss through the death of Sir John A. Macdon-
ald, and expressed the sympathy of the corpo-
ration and of those present for Lady Macdonald
in ber beroavement. The Lord Biehop of the
Diooese closed the proceedinge with the bene.
diction.

B1nor STR&ezAN SoooL,-The c'oing ex.
ercises of this admirable institution for the
education of girls, took place on the 25th and
26th ult., under the presidency of the Rtev. Dr.
Dàvies, Canon Duamoulin, Rector of St. James,
presenting the prizes to the successful candi.
dates and delivering a short address. On
Thursday and Friday ovening a concert was
given by the pupila, at which an excellent pro-
gramme of music was ren iered, The school
bas had a very successful year, and will doubt.
less re-open in September filled te its utmoet
capacity.

DIOCESE OF HURON.

SYNoD Nous,-Bunday Bohools.-1 17 par.
isbas reported, and it appeared that thora were
480 male, and 1,285 female teachers, or a total
of 1,766; Sunday School scholars, 17,906, being
7,796 boys and 10,096 girls. Thoro had beon
an increse of pupils of 967, and of 52 teachers
during the year; 211 Sunday Schools had re-
ported with an attendance of 17 906, the average
being 12,726. It also appeared that the number
of scholare over fourteen years of age, and Bible
class members was 3,444; indicating that the
older scholars stili continue in the Sunday
Schoos or Bible classes to a considerable ex-
tent. The Sanday Sonools raised during the
year and expended in their own work 65.980 60;
for other parochial work $798 33, and for exlra
parochial purposes $1,625.20, or a total of
63,414.13,

The contributions to Missions from the S.S.
showed au increase over 'last year of $195.61.
Christ Church S S., Chatham, heading the list
with $206. This school -numbers 532, and is
the largest single school in the Diocoae. The
Memorial Charch pariah, London, has two
Sunday Shools numbering tgether 687.

Church Consolidation -The proposai sub-
mitted by the Winnipeg Conference engaged
the attention of Synod for one afternoon and
was strongly supported by Mr. Chas, Jnkins,
of Potrolia, who, seconded by Mr. Imlach,
moved the adoption of the scheme, Finaliy,
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