
granits until its nio:iey '.aluc i. now eitiniated at miore than
£C3.000.000. No wonder that the niedal r(omn of thec Britisb
Miaseuin. ini whichi are lioarded. besidL, mcdaî'; properly Sn
called-i.., nietal nîctuorial,. struck, tnt for 1purp)o-e..; of coin-
*îîerce, but solely ini comininoration of Ilistorical pers.onaiges.
anxd tuxets-coinis ancient ami nîodxcrn. boule and frrign.
inany of tivin of extremne rarity. atnd soine evecn unique, bas
alway., beeti, asnd SOi guarded with hiardly less jcaloutsy,
tîtaii dt:e bullion cellars of te Banik of Enîgland or the Mlint.

'lO the public ait Iargc thi., iintere-tisig and instructive de-
î>artnîient of our national collection bas long been a scaled
book. no visitors heistg adinitted wvitlîiî the niy'terious prc-
ci ncts of t le nme(lI roni witlîout special persihission. Nuanii.:-
miatîc studetits. îivvr find tiu difficulty ini obtaininig tli'.
wbether natives- ofli British Empire or f(rigners. Onice pro-
perly introduced, ai whio reqtuire to examine the cabinet,; can.
of coîtirc. reekon upon rececivitlg the niost cotirteotsý attentioni
anid iiu;t efficienit lielpl ilîcir learnied re-ze.rch<:s frc>tii the
Lkccper (if the coinis anid incdll. Mr. R. S, Poole, or, in biis ab-
Secec, froin as-s,.tints. Thîis diWtisiction tliert: is il() intention
of breaking dowmî. But altiiongli tlie -encrai public will not
bc admiitted lu the tnedial rootu, the crowds wlho flocik at
dte loliday seasons of the ititt>etu lvilI find as thie, enter
lice King's Library Cotir gla.s case, on the leÇt-lmand(. -sidc (il-
le(l wvitl ail invaluable Sclectioti or mle(lais illustrating the
la.st tour cenîturie-, of otîr national lîîstçory,

Tis inr. dt! it: li p>pulariation of our numisinatic co!-
leetiotis is îlot the Icast ilnteres.titig anid Ilopefttl of thie valui-
able reformis for wlîich dte nation lias; to thank the ilw pr1)ia
cipal librarianl and secretarv to the tr1tesM . dNa.rd
Auguistus Bond. Tliat tliik- ste> i., to be followed by others
ini the saîine direction viIl he ,eti by a glance at tite case.-
on dt!î ri-ht -;ide. tviiere a bc-,întîingr lias been mnade of a simi-

lar Italian series of ile(als. I ligher than 4o0 )-car., ago dte
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