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Nusliere eve ln the history of bread-

atutfs uci a mniuilest iui ry ta be Il offto
nmaiket," even wlen vhent was up to

1.50 and $2.00 per bushel? Never. No

sooner did Brother Jonathan understand

that other countries than his own lad
plenty of wheat ta sell, then ho Il hurried

up,', and let his cargoes slide, on orders
when he could get theni, and on cou

signmllent wien he couldn'ti and not ta
be outdone in the keenness of the com-
petitive struggle he ie actually under-
selling Englisih and fioreign iwheail, in the
sliapie of' Ninnesota, Wisconsin, Texas,
and Missouri'flour, his only regret being
that lie clid not do it belore. The price
of wheat is begi·ning to bes regarded in

its true light, -spart from that confusion Of
ideas existing in the nminds ofi many until

very rcentlv, and vhich failed to com-
pirlehend thaït wheat. was sellinIg at ils prO-
per value because it had previoisly com-
nianded miucli higler rates. Rtuined

speculators now understand the terrible
cost of attempt.ing to vioate the natural
law of' supply and demand, but it is very
dubitable il the lesson tiis tiaigit thei
will piove a salutary one. Speculation in
when t. ii not dead, ui l iserely latent, and
iyill llash.itli ftle again upon the first

occasion calculated ta stir its impulse.
'lhe visille siupply of wleat in Cansula
and thie United States alis been augmuent-
ed :by neariy 2,U0i,Oo busliels, being
nowv up) to 360,U0Ut0U bushels.

TITE WEST INDIAN QUESTION.

Notlhing can be nior ui'nfair tlian the
systemlatic atteinpts whîicih have been
madetby the Oppositioni press to create

a niipessitn on tie public min d tlhit
the Dominion Nlinisters, and especiaIly
the Premier, Sir 'Johin A. Ma cdonalil, are

favo'lde to the annxan aof He Island
ofJanaica to t.Ge Caiaudia Dominion. 'l'lie

discussion ao the Jamaica question is-quite
premunature. A.il tiat is k nwnu is LIKat Mr.
Soloron, vho it rmay be presumed is a
gentleman of local influence in Jamaica'
dui-ing a recent visit to il igliui<l ndioachedi
a scheie of annexiig that Colony toCan-

ada,and t.lît on his lettin n haome lie
visited Ottatwa, with the viewo ai stcertbil-
nig, i' pasible what proliability ,there

was Of its being enter'taited by the Cai-

adian Goverunmeit,. L . a matter. a
notorixtyý that Mi.oSlomon .was much

d5isapipted at l xindirg tliat he couldi no
obtain any * information whatever:as , t
the views ofilie CnadIiaun Govcrtinient

Si r J iin A. Macdonail acted precisely a

a yI prudent statesaiiau woul llilie dou.1

uiier the ciircustances, nvbi wa

simîjply ta declin. tîo.,lisuss the iubjcc

with one, who had no credentials, and
o wis vholly unautlhorized ta nike any '

proposition whatever. Mr. Solomon was,
we have heard, inforied of the proper
course ta be followed if any proposition
slould be thougit expedient. Janiaica

is a Crown Colony, and. its Legislature
would have, in the event of its seeking a
constitutionai change, ta apply in the first
instance ta the Secretary of State, request-
ing the intervention of the Inperial
Government ta propose the desired
change, wlhich it is highly probable migit
not meet its approbation. A t ali events
the proposed change must pass the or-

deil of the Imiperial Government and of

the Jamaica Legislature before it can be

offered for the consideration of the Carn-

adian Cabinet.
The question, looking at it friom a West

Inudian point of view and witlout refer-
ence to Canada, is suirrounded with difli-
culties. ILt is tolerably well kiiown that
Jamalica is not the only West Iisdian
Colony desirous of a closer coinnection
witl Canada. 'l'ie group ai Islands kiown
as the Leeward Islanuds of lhich Antigua
is the most important, vould join as
readily as Jaiiaica, as maîuiy be learied
fron a piîiublihed! letter frou Mr. Berkley,
one Of the ofiiOals af that Island. ILt huis
long been kniown that Barbadaes ie most
anxious ta be annexed ta Canada, and
that on the least encouragement it would
take the iecessary steps ta formuilite its

wisies. Of the various Islands Jgtmaica
is cleairy the ane that it is leas, ilesirable
for Cana ta o connected withwhile, ifit
acere tiionidt deeirud)le teanunex a cingle
West liidia Coioxiy. Bai'iuadaes wouid have

iiiticli ta 2'OcaaiienIu it..
.l2nuiing tlîo ieceit ai' farîlier iafor-

niation it nay lue vIi ta consider tuic
question as an Imîeî'ial Minister will have
ta doa. 'i'iat the Wdest ludial Colonies aie
ah icu etoaii ta tua sluîiorniliily
law lixce ofsugFur, us a i'uct Haitit is t1riiiis-

îiutC(i. Ail haîve ,'emanst'ate'il tiîîougb
Hidi' Louîdclu generai conîitteeamin
)lave denianiled thi adopîtian ai' a iiew
fica~l polie>'. wvlicii I hP>cy lul bai ieve

Vvouid tiflou'd ibern reliei', but %viiici c lieue
is î'eisoa to lécar wauld ie. absoîuteiy urse-

*less. 'lî qîuestion, liauever, le lion, far
*tse, Impieial Cx'verrîimerit %vould deenl if

souîid 1oiicY ta einigle aut aile -ont ai' a
f gru'xp of cuiul lilteeu Colonies, sud. te

iuncx it lao a Coiouy like Canuada, lilichî
libas ai lîluted il tar-itlUt lu ,t le p 'ahilibitr oi' a

ô àevýeml decscriptiouns aof Britishmui'c

*turues ahieililare lit itisexît, consuiulen ir
'Janiict Tu, lhils is lfi' Iroin ýtii c auly dili

etcuiity., Thie avoa'ed 01liut ai' Jausaica ai

s ta purocure us miarket 16i' its sti"sr'1fiee a.
t du.ty, thea ellléat ai' nhidil .vould be.to dis

cr'iminate against the sugairs of the other
British and Foreign Coloiuies. I would
Most assuredly be looked on with disfavor
by Spain, ivith which country our High
Commissionier has been eigaged in nego-
tiating a treaty. We have not referred ta
the very important eulject of defence.
People in Canuda have got but a slight
idea af the responsibilities entailed on the
ImperialGoveiiinent in connection with
the delence oi' their Colonies. We can
ecarI'cely doubt that, in the event of
Janmica seeking a new constitution, and
if minor difliculties vere removed, the
Imperial Goverinient would insist on b-
inig I'lievec firom ail further responsibility
for its foreign relations. It is but a year
or two ago tlat a case Occurred of a seizure
Of a foreigi shipi by the Jamaica Govern-
msent wiichî uit inately, not being sustain-
ed, led tas bill of costs. 'ie Ilperial Gov-
eiment <lirecte hat th lis charge siouild
be defriayed by Jamaica, as w'as reasonable
and Proper, but Mlr. Solomion and otiers
p'otested strongly that it should be bom ie
by the luiperial Government. This case
led to muli dissatisfaction. We (iw that
'al toiil te comprelienil any coiceivable
oljec t t hat Canadi couli have in ailinnex-
ilig sieh si island as J arnaica with the
ce'rtaiiîty of giving mortal offence ta ail
lier other custoaers. Can it le imagined
that if Jamnaica suars were admitted dl ty
free and heavy duties imposeil oi tlise
froni other colonies the latter would not
retaliate by imposing discrimiiating dut ies
on ali Canadia exports? The subject is
One requiring the gravest consideration
but it is preimature to discuss it, and quite
unfai' ta impute to Sir John A. Macdon-
ald a desire ta support it.

'TH1E SUGAR BOUNTY QUESTION.

There is probably no higher au tlhority
in regard ta st.atistics than Mr. Bobert

ife, the ex-presidenit of the Royal
Statistical Society. 'rhose wlo hiffer
nVst widely in opinion witl Mr. Gifyen
On his thîeoretical views on the subject of
Fiee Trade wîvl readiliy admit thathe is
quite incaspable of uisrepresenting facts,

dI amist thuei>eor tach great wyeight
to the coiclusion at %Vhiclh he lias arrived
on the stbject of the lâte serious depres-
siola in the irice of sugar. That depres-
eSion has been feIt so severely in the
sugar producing colonies iin tise West

r luidies as to have led ta urgent repre:
sentations ta the - Inprial Govern-
nienst tô aioptmeasuies. ta neutralize he
eftfct of the bounty, allowed by (;u r

ianiy, Fr'anîce and otier States on thé
f export of sitgai, andon the failure of

those represenrtations,-toa ai gitation for


