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Was ihere ever'in the history of bread-
stuffis such a manilest Luiry to be # oft' to
murket,” even when wheat wasup to
$1.50 and $2.00 per bushel? Never. No
sooner did Drother Jonathan understand
that other countries than his own had
plenty of wheat to sell, then he  hurried
up,” and let his cargoes slide, on orders
when he could get them, and on con
signment when he couldn’t; and not to
be outdone in the keenness of the com-
petitive struggle he is actually under-
selling English and foreign wheat, in the
shape of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Texas,
and Missouri flour, his only regret being
that he did.-not do it before. The price
of wheat is beginning to be regarded in
its true light,-apart from that confusion of
jdeas existing in the minds of many until
very recently, and which failed to com-
prehend that wheat was selling at-its pro-
per value because it had previously com-
manded much higher rates. Ruined
speculators now understand the terrible
cost of attempting lo violale the natural
law of supply and demand, but it is very
dubitable if the Jesson thus taught them
'mu proye a salutary one. Speculation in
wheat is not dend, but is merely latent, and
will flash.into life again upon the first
occasion calenlaled to stir its impulse.
Thie vlsnhle supply of wheat in Canada
and the United States Lins been augment-
ed by .nearly 2,000,000 bushels, being
now uj» 10 36,000,L00 bushels,

'J ]T WEST INDIAN QUESTION.

: I\Olhmg can be more unfair than the
systematic attempts which have been
made:by the Opposition press lo create
£n’ impression on the pullic mind that
the. Dominion Minigters, and eapecially
the 1‘rmmm, Sir John A, Macdonald, are
favorable to bhe annexation of the [stand
of Jamaica to the Canudian Dominion, The
diseussion of the Jamaica question is-quite
premature. All that is knoww is that M.
Solomon, who it niay be presumed is a
gentleman of locgl influence in Janiniea!
duiing a recent visil to England lno,u,hcd
a scheme of annexing that Colony to Can-
ada,and that on his retwin home he
visited Ottaws, with the view of nbeertain-
ng, 1fpossxble, what pmb'lhllltv IThere
wias of its_being . enlextmned by the Cau-
adian (-ovemment, It is; a matter.of
nolonuty that Mr. bolomon was. much
disappointed atlinding that he could not
ohtain any " information whatever:as -to
the - views of'the Canadian Government;

Sir Jotin A, Macdon:ld acted )nem:ely as
a0y prudent statesman \\ouhl hxwe dong

under th cucumstqnces, J\lndl wus
simply to decline g, dlb(,uss Ahe nl]bJQCL

with one, who had mno credentials, and -

who was wholly unauthorized to make any
proposition whatever. Mr. Solomon was,
we have heard, informed of the proper
course to ba followed if any proposition
should be thought expedient. Jumaica
is a Crown Colony, and. its Legislature
would have, in the event of ils seeking a
constitutional change, to apply in the first
instance to the Secretary of State, request-
ing the intervention of the Luperial
Government to propese the desired
change, which it is highly probable might
not meet its approbation. At all events
the proposed change must pass the or-
deal of the Imperial Government and of
{hie Jamaica Legislature before it can be
offered for the consideration of the Can-
adian Cabinet.

The question, looking at it from a West
Tndian point of view and without refer-
ence to Canada, is surrounded with difli-
culties, Itis tolerably well known that
Jamaica is not the only West Indian
Colony desirous of a closer connection
with Canada. The group of Islands known
as the Leeward Islands of which Auntigna
is the most important, would join as
readily as Jamuica, as muy be learned
from o published letter frow Mr. Berkley,
ouneof the officials of thut Island. It has
long been known that Barbadoes is most
anxious to be_ annexed ‘to Canada, and
thai on the least encouragement it would
take the necessary steps to formulate its
wishes, Of the various I[slands Jamaica
is elearly the one that it is lenst desirable
for Canada to be connected with,while, ifit
were thought desirable to annex a singls
West India Colony, Burbadoes would have
mueh to recommend it.

Pending the receipt of further infor-
mation it may be well to consider the
question as an Imperial Minister will have
to do. That the West India Colonies ave
all discontented, owing to the abnormally
low price of sugar, s a fuct that is undis.
puted. All have remonstrated through
their London general conunittee and
have demanded the adoption of a new
fiseal policy, which they doultless believe
would alford them relief; but which there
is reason to fear would be. absalutely. use-
less, The question, however, is - how far
the Imperinl Government.would deem it
gound- policy to single out one-out of a
group of some’ filteen  Colonies, and to
anuex it toa (,olnny like Cmmdn, which
has adopted a tarifithat i is plolnlulory of
several (lescnptmns ‘of British manufac-
tures which are at jnesent consumed in
Jamaiea. This i is fur from the only dllh
culty., T he avowed oh]vLL of Jumaica is
to p]()(‘ul(‘ a miarket, for: its sugar hee ‘of
duty, the eflect of which would: be.to. dis:

crmlmat.e against the sugarg of the other
Dritish and -Foreign Colovies. It would
most assuredly be looked on with disfavor
by Spain, with which country ouor High
(fon.lmissioner has been engaged in nego-
tiating a treaty, We have not referred to
the very important suhject of defence.
People in  Canada have got but a slight
iden of the responsibilities entailed on the
Impéerial Governinent in conuection with
the defence of their Colonies. We can
scarcely doubt that, in the event of
Jamauica seeking a new constitution, and
If minor diffculties were removed, the
Imperial Government would insist on be-
ing relieved from ali further responsibility
for its foreign relations. It isbut a yenr
ar two ago that a case occurred of a seizure

ofa foreigu ghip by the Jamaica Govern-

mentwhich ultimately, not being sustain-
ed, led toa bill of costs, I'he Imperial Gov-
ernment directed that this charge should
be defrayed by Jamaica, as was reasonahle
and proper, but Mr. boiomon and others
protested strongly that it should be borne
by the lmperial Government. This case
led to much dissatisinction. We own that
we.. fuil 10 comyprehentdt any couceivabla
f)Mect- that Cunuda could have in annex-
g such an island as Jamaica with the
certainty of giving mortal offence to all
her other customers. Can it be imagined
that if Jamaic asugars were admitted duty
free and heavy duties imposed on those
from other colonies the latter would not
retaliate by imposing discriminating duties
on Hll Cunadian exports? "The su,l—)jecb i

_one requiring the gravest consideration

but: it is premature todiscuss it, and quite
unfair to impute to Siv John A, Macdon-
ald w desive to support it.

" THE SUGAR LOUNTY QUESTTON.

There is probably no higher anthority
in regard to statistics than Mr. Roberb
(tilfen, the ex-president of the Royal
Statistical Society. Those who differ
most widely in opinien with Mr, Giffen
on bis theoratical views on the subject of
Tree Trade will readily admit that he is
quite ‘ineapable of misrepresenting facts,
and must thevelore' nbtach great weight
to the coticlusion at which be has arrived
on the sulject of the lite gerious depres-
sion in the price of sugir.” That depres:
gion hias ' been felt ‘8o severely in the
sugar produung colonies in the West
Indies as to  haveled - to urgent repre:
sentations to the * Imperial Governs
nient to adoptmeasures  to nentralize the
effect of the bounty, allowed by Ger
many, France and other Siates on thd
export-of - sigars,’ nd; on-the: failure of
those representations, to-an agitationfof



