Memoirs of Hugo Grotius. -

“This employment, however, did not fill

ap his "whole time ; on 1he contrary, he

found. leifure to publifh, the fame year
1599; another work, which difcovered as
much knowledge of the abtiadt fciences
in- particular, as the former did of his
learning in general. iStevin, a mathemati.
cian to prince Maurice of Naffau, compo-

fed a fmall treatife for the inftru@ion of .

pilots in finding a (hip's place at fea ; in
which he drew up a table of the variations
of the needle, 2ccording to the obfervations
of Plancivs, a famous geographer, and ad.
ded direftions how to ufe it. Grotius
granflated into Latin this work, which
prince Mau.ice had recommended-to the
colfege of admiraity, to be Audied by all
officers of the navy ; and becaufe it might
" be equally ufefal to Venice, .he dedicated
, his tranflation to that republic.  In 1600,

he publifhed his * Pheaomena of Aratus.’..

“This book difcovers 4 great knowledge in
phyfice, efpecially in aflroncmy. ' The
correflions he made in the Greek are very
" jundicious : the notes fhew that he had re-

vicwed feveral of therabbies, and had fome . -

infight into the Arabic tongue ; and the
verfes made to fupply thofe of Cicero that
were Joft, have been thought equal to
them. "In the midft of thefe profound ftu-
dics, this prodigy af a young man found
time to cultivate the mufes, and with fuch
fuccels, that he was elleemed one of the
beft poets in Evrope,  The profopopeeia,

in which he makes the city of Oftend -

"fpeak, after having been threc years be.
fieged by the Spaniards, is reckoned a
maiterpicce. 1t was tranflated into French

by Du Vaer, Rapjny Palfquier, .and Mal.",

herbe ; apd Cafauben turned itintoGreek.

Nor did our,youth content himfelf with'

- writing fmall pieces of vetfe; he rofe to
 tragkdy. We hava three written by himi;
the firlt, calledr * Adamus Ixul,” was

: printed in Leyden, in 1601, . He was in-

deed diffatisfied with this performance,
and would not let it appear in the colledti.
on of his pcems publithed by his brpther.
" ® Chriftus paticas,” was his fecond trage-
dy ; it. was printed at Leyden 1603, and
- much approved. Cafaubon greatly ad-
* inires its poetical fire. | Sandys tran{lated
it into Englifh verfe, and. dedicated it to
LCharles 1. It was favourably received in
Tingland, and in Germany propofed as the
- model of perfet tragedy..  His third was
‘the flory of Jofeph, and jts title * Sophom-

‘phanceus,” which, in the language of E- _'
gypt, fignifies the Saviour-af the'Warld 5

- he'finithed this in 1631, and 1he following
© yeasy st Hamburgh, o

. But.ta'return 4 in 2603, theglory which

the United Provinces had 'obtained by

. their-illufirious defencs agsinft the whale

- Holland.

" knowledge,

. prefept. . )
try carried him inro fome miflakes, which
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power of Spain, after the peace of Verving, -
determined them to tranfmit to pofterity.
the fignal exploits of that memorable war
and for this purpofe they foughtost a pro-
per hitorian,  Several made great intereft
for the place ; among others Baudius, the
profeflor of eloguence at Leyden, But the,
ftates thought young Grotius, who had
taken no fleps to obtain it, deferved the

. preference ; and, what is flill more fingus

laf, Baudius himfelf 8id not blame their
choice, becaufe he looked upon Grotivs
1o be already a very great man,  All this
while his principal employment was that
of a counfellor, and he acquired great ho-

. nour therein, THowever, upon the whole,

the profeflion did.not pleafe him, though”
the brilliant figure he made at the bar -
procured the place of advocate general of

the fifc for Holland and Zealand,” which

becoming vacant, was immediately con.
ferred on him by thofe ‘provinces. * He
took pofieffion of this important office in’
1627, and filled jt with fo much reputati-
on, that the flates avgmented his falary,
and promifed him a featin the court of '
‘Upon this. promotion, his fa. =
ther, began to think of a wife for him,
and fixed uppn Mary. Reigefberg, a lady
of a firft family in Zealand, whofe father
had "been a burgomafier of Veer. The
marriage was folemnized in July 1608,=
At the time of his marriage be was em-
ployed in writing his * Mare liberum,i. e,
the Freedom'of the Ocean, or the Right of
the Dutch to trade to the Indies.> This .
work was printed: in 160g, without his
and publifned withour his-
confent. Indeed he appears not to hatve
been quite fatisfied with it ; and’ though
there came cut feveral an{wers, particu-
Jarly that of Selden, intitled ¢Mare. clau-.

fem, feu de dominio maris,’ yet being

foon after difguflzd with his country, he:

_took no further concern in the controver-

fy. - The enfuing year, he publithéd hisg -

< piece, *Deantiquitate Reipublice Batave,”
. His defign is, to the'w the ‘original inde- .

pendence of Holland ‘and Friefland, ‘a-
gainft the Spanif claim ;. he dedicated |i¢
to ‘thafe fates, March 16, 5610. - They
were extremely pleafed with it, returned
thanks to the author, and made him.a
However, his love to his coun-
he afterward owneds . 7 Tl
‘Elias  Olden, Barnevelt, penfionary of

. Rotterdam, and bfother to the grand pen-’
“fignary of Holland, ~dying in 1613, the .
- city of Rotierdam offered that important
" place to.Grotius 5. but it was fometime’

before he acoepted the offer,s By the fess

_ment of men’s minds, he forefaw, that

great commiotions would fpecdily hake .
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