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£ © - dhetwoniiddle fingers'ofone “hand; was ‘heting time to ‘the tusez

wourng gitl sung to ‘hush:a bdby tosleep. - The landlord with znather
ditfle .cherab on his' kiee—wliose: efforts were «directed to “rubbing
sleep from 'its eyes,” sat poring on the blazing fire; either” ‘¢ogitating

; ronthe’ waysiand meansto jprovide for his fumily, or ‘perhaps : arguing
i .HaThisniind some néw schenie, ‘more likely 1o bring hif'en” indepea-
3N “dance-or-encrease Tis ‘wealth ‘than that inwhich he was now:embark-
L

ef. Wis wife “with frugal carc” was putting aside the velics “of the
v ‘evening ripast they had jiist * finished.—Several other personages, of - -
I . miore ‘Or less noté-occupied their station 3n this:circle; but theseit is
i ‘unnedessary todlescribe.  ‘Our party having entered were respectfully
5 . amd kindly received.: “Thehost depositing his little charpe—rose and

“handed chairs; while the landlady with equal assiduity attended ‘to the

young Yemale, “procuring 2 \candle and cobducting -her-to -anather

¥oom.’ o e
w e+ 6 WhoereThasstravdll'd Tifds Aull roand.
oo ©. - -+ "Wherd'ere’his weary steps have been,
. May sigh to think, ‘heialways found
.t o ow oy e wammestwelcometan Innte
b Supperwas:ordered 4nd soon madle “its appearance. It was ‘with

wqual celerity dispatched and theparty retired to reposefor the night,
But as the sweet Bard haglekpressd it - IRt
BT ; o ;"Uaﬂéii}mbmé;);gr‘ﬁgﬁﬁa' -
Teer T B Whenthe drumsbeat-at the dead of niglit
Co : ‘Commanding @ires of death to light,”
v - The darkness of hier stenery.” - .

. ;. ‘There was-sufficient -interest in the scene. ‘they had -witpessed to
awdken.a.reflection:ip; the minds-of curtravellers had thiey beenina .
! - mood foritz put the influence of the air. liad that effect, upon them
I avliich ‘has been felt by all who have been exposed. to it..” Lhey were
i ‘but a.short time in'bed when **when all ‘were steep’d.inantire’s sweét
ii wepose.™ :But: what o -contrast, did the confision ensuing in a few-
i ‘hours present.to the tranfuility of the evening’s scene. At the dead
o ‘hour of midnight the whole inhabitants:were aroused by the appalling
i wry-of “Fire.” . It had originated from some imperfection in the chim-
wey:in the roof of the Inn, Allthe buildings Were of wood ;:and at this’
season of the year perfectly dry as tinder. . There were o -anginesé but
. . Tew hands to carry water ;.and evenbeforethey liad ‘been discovered the
“flames had made such progressas to be completely beyond the power
of all their efforts to check. . In'the. short, 'space «of one minute  the
. whole house. was -one huge. mass.’of flame. . The inmates with our
travellers among themhiaving ‘barely-thme to cscape with their lives.— .
“Theijostling, crowding.and confusion spoiled the best effors to render
any assistance.,  Bvery.man was bustling in ‘his meighbours way. The
P women were shrieking, amidst the glorm; and ¢lasping their. children
i . 313 théir'déarest treasures: to - their nsked bosoms. While the at--
‘ tention -of .all were directed to the Inn, nosw reduced to a heap of liv~ -
. ing ‘coals; & cry was set up ﬁ-o;g}:énotber'«';uartexﬁ; -another house had
E“ eaught fire; belonging to one.of the poorest but most industrious and’
? : ‘
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