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A VERY imporiant piece of news.
According {o the new French tarifl, Cana-
dizn vessels on enteringa French port will
be required to pay a duty of only two
franes a ton instead of twenty as here-
tefore. Thisepens a new channel of trade

at once.

WE have just time before going to press
to inviie the patroosge of the public for
the performance ¢f © 1. M. S, Parliament,”
at the Academy of Music. 1t is a very
clever parody indeed from the pen of Mr.
W. H. Frrrer, well. known to the readers
of the News, and the performers are doing
it adeqnute justice. In our next we hope
to be able to give an anpalvtic review of
this remarkable Canadian piece.

WE fondly imagined that ghosts were
efieetually laid in the light of the nine-
teenth century, but we were mistaken and
are rather glad of it, for ghosts are a
delightful relief to the monotony of our
vrosaic modern life. D Jessup, an
English antiquarian, gives an aceount of
an apparition in the library of the Earl of
(OxrorD'S country seat. And now Rev.
W. B. Wesster, of Quebee, writes that
he hus no more doubt of having lately
had a visit from the other world than he
has of his own éxistence,

We take pleasure in informing our
readers that we shall have during the
zession a weekly parliamentary letter from
the same correspondent whose missives
were ‘so much noticed last -year. For
accuracy of information, moderation of
tone and ¢asy grasp of all political ques-
tions on their merits, we venture to say
that thege letters to the News cannot be
surpassed by any contributed to other
journals, - In addition we shall give a
weekly analysis of parlismentary. work,
according to date. .

SoME time ago a remark was made in
the NEw to the effect that leading men of
science are . sceptics. . This, of course, I3
true of many, but not of all. . Take; for
example, Dr. Dawsoy, of Montreal ; Dr.
Wirsox, of Toronto, and Prof. Riowarwy,

of “Eugland.. These gentlemen -ocoupy
very high places in the world of science,
yot they are the very reverse of sceptics.
Hucm Mirper; Sir Jaxes Siupsgoy and
MicniEr Faravay who have all lately
passed away, © delighted in the law of the
Lord.”

A CORREsTONDENT informs usthat on
the 31st of December last, a friend of his
in Jersey City, in the State of New Jersey,
mailed a letter to him addressed, * M-—,
Province of Quebee.” It arrived five
weeks after, by the way of the Dead
Letter Office at Washington! The post
oftice folks in Jevsey City plainly do not
kuow where the Yrovince of Quebee is
Those in Washingion seem to be better
versed in geography.  Well, we need not
be surprised at the ignorance regarding
Canada shown by many in Britain, when
those in the post office in fersey City, in
the State of New Jersey, do not know
where the Province of Quebec is. though
it is a good deal less than a thousand miles
distant.

WEe have received a double tly sheot
containing a long and earnest controversy
between James Camrrert & Sow, pub-
lishers, and Mr. Witiay Warwick, of
Toronto, on the School Book Question.
We have no dispesition to enter inte the
nerits of the question, but the conclusions
arrived at by Mr. Wanwick, even if they
can be successfully contuted, are worthy
of record. He maintains frst, that a mono-
poly exists in the publication of author
ized text books; sccondly, that tho price
of these books might be reduced nearly
one-half if the copyrights were owned
by the Government; thirdly, that the
Province might thereby save not less than
250,000 annually : fourthly, that it is the
duty of the Government
authorized books on

will make their publieation free to all,

thereby encouraging such competition as
would secure to the public school books
at the lowest prices,

IRISH IMMIGRATION TO CANADA

It seems a harsh measure to recom-
mend  emigration as a remedy—and in
many cases the only remedy—for Irish
distress.  Dut there are such things as
blessings in disguise and this is one of
them. Indeed it has been truly said

that emigration partakes of Shakespeare's

quality of ierey in that it blesses him
that takes snd him that gives. Rather
is its benefit threefold—to the land from
which one emigrates, to the land to which
he immigrates, and to the person himself.
It is also a remarkable fact that, as a rule,
Irishmen do better in Canada, especially
as farmers, than they do in the United
States, and henee we have the more reason
in inviting them over to ws.  lrishmen
should be informed that in the Dominion
of Cunada there are free grants of land
from 160 {o 200 acres.  In the Provines
of Manitoba some of the finest and wost
fertile and in the world is given away, in
lots of 160 acres. Starting from this fact,
Mr. Cuarres Foy, the energetic agent of
the Canadian Emigration Dupartient at
Belfast, makes an appeal to his country-
men. He assures them that farmers, with
means to tide over the fust vear, and to
take out the first crop, are independent,
if indusirious and sober, for the remainder
of their lives and leave an independence
to their children. e informs us that
from “Anirim a small colony. of farmers
will leaye -in March for Manitoba. - They
are all men  with capital  from £5,000 1o
£1,000 cach. From the County of Fyrone
another colony - will “probably leave.
Indeed, we are assured that this coming
spring” there will ‘be from the North of
Ircland the largest emigration of the well-
to-do class of farmers: that has been:for
twenty years, »

" Addressing the farmers who are practi-
cally without means, Mr. Foy affirms that
any man able to work as a farm labourer
can get wages in Conada amounting to more

than the value of the produce of ten wcres

z biested Canacda is 8 catse for the deepest thankfuloe
[ and 1 beartily congrutulate you on the evidenses which
fanreonrd us of & fecovery trom the commercind and in-

to put alliu
such a footing as

of land in Ireland. Ho has engaged men
at £40 a year and thoir board—meat threo
times a day, and he guarantees that really
good hands will get £50 a year and their
board. In a short time, with care, a man
should save £100, and then he has capital
sufficient to goon a free grant farm, or il
he prefer it he can buy a farm, partinlly
cleared, at £5 an acre (frechold), pay n
deposit of .£100, and get a term of years
to pay the balance, or £50 would be eapt-
tal enough for a hard working man to go
on a free grant.  Mr. Fov has sent some
thousands of emigrants from the North of
Ireland, and he has again and again defied
the enemies of immizration to find out one
case of an industrious farm labourer or
fartuer who has not succeded tar beyond
what he promised, aml far heyond their
hopes, wlile he has numerous lettersthank-
ing him for his advice, and in many cases
thanking God that circumstanees compelled
them to leave Ireland.

PARLIAMENTARY.

The Sccond Session of the Fourth Parliament
of Canada opened on Thursday, February 12,

The members of the Commons being asnmbied in the
Senate Chamber, His Exealioncy the Goveranor.Goeneral
was pleased to deliver the tollowing Speech from the
Throve:—

Homourable Gentirmen of the Senale,
Fentlepien of the House of Commons

1 havs great pleasure in meeting vou again for the
despatch of the badinesa of the country,
The abundant Barvest witt which Providence has

dustnad depressinn which has ao long weighed down the
energies of the peaple.

Our resurning prosperity shonld, Tothink, direet oar
D attention o the Jeas fortunale eircamesxuaces of nar
| fetlow-ruhieets in lrelind, whers o mueh dontitetion
| pravaiis, and 1 invite your consideration of the Lest
| means of sbowing practical symypathy with their Joe
} tress.

We bhave teasan 1 congratuiste aurselves og the
nnmbes of settlers who have during the pust vear comps
into our North-West fram Great Dritain avd the United
wrll as from the older Provinces of e
! The visiz o twa members of the Hoval
i sios un the agriciliiural distreds in the Mother
i} Constry and the Livour biv reportal the tenant farmers
D seno, af the iustanes of my Governmant huve exsminel
inta the farming capabilities of the Dominian witd, Jtis
befieved, lareely incredse the pumber of immigrants
during the present year. Preparatians must be mude
for thetr reveptiog, wnd your aPentivs will be apecially
calind to the subject,

Every effort has been made 1o hiastes the constrartion
of the Canndian Pacific Rallway from Luke Naperiot o
Hed River, and no donbtis sutertalond ot the ratiwny
will he openad for ralle betwees those g
the time specifind in the contruets. Usder the e Yy
given by Pariiament {ast psaton. oeurly une hundeed
miles from Red aver o the Westarn Bonodary of
Masitoba has been pinced under contrict abd tenders
are about heing askal foz. forthe cunstruction of anothes
hondred miles from the boandary westwand,  The vow
pletion of thees two sections will at an early day ailoed
raieway facilities throogh twn huodred miles wl tiee
mast furtile Innd i the North-West, After an expioee
atory surcey of the hine fraan Purt Simpeon 3 the }“Sgw

iver Pags and throngh the Pearw River souptry, it ks
been rdecided to adop the location of the Hge to Bareard
Iniet, and rontmets have bean awanted for vur busidred
and twepty-sever miles 6f the railoway betwonn Eowry s
{ Bar wn the Fraser Rivir asd Savonas Feery,  Uhis
work will be vignronsdy proceeded with wo sodnoae the
spring opons,  Jia constructive Wil complere (e miost
ditfieuis partion of {he Caradian i%a :
teeitre the eutinection by sten . of the feriils
Ramloups with the capital of Rritich Columbin,

The adoption of & sigid syaiem of economy in the
managewment of the Intervoliiinl. Ratiway has, wi
impatring the edicieney of its warking, efvcrm] o
dimiontion of expense an ta warrant the balief 2
eauutry wul in futues, be relioved from any conxideralle
buarden jo contection with it operaticn,

in consenpuence of the sutien fallure of the noggd fooid
suppliy of the Todinns of she North - West, o {aree e s
ditrite Las bern aevétrarily focazted G save tham Jron
starvation. It s hoped that the effarte whivh are pnw
being mdide to settle the serveral bamds on the tewrpce
and o icduce them Lo betake thomiselves s the onltivn-
tion of the suil, may prevent the teewsily of winilar
calis for relief in the luture,

Genliemen of the Hour 4f Cammens -

The estimates {or the ensiing year witl be laid befars
you. They have bevn prepared with ail das regurd 10
sronOny, X

You will he pleased to learn that the effect of the 1
of Inat session in the development of the varied indias.
trien of the country has, on the whals, heen ney. agtie.
factory. The experlence nequited since it rame into
operation fn Mareh Jast. hae snggentod (e expectivney
of sotne ameudments to which your atlestion will he
directed.

Honnurable fentlemen of the Sknulc,
Gentiemen of the Hnage of (Comimons :

Bilin for the ewtter'orgnnization vl the Civil- Kepvipe,
for the consolidation of the Tnlind Bevenus Inws, god
fur the smendment of the Acts retating (o the Daminion
landa, to the Pablic. Waorks, to the Tndinns of the. North.
West, - and to the Mounted Police force, wiil ba Juid
befurs vou, : -

The Acta Ineorpornting the. Banksof the Dominlon
expire next youar, nnd the presant would seetn a favour-
abile time for a fall consdderntion of pur bankiog wyatem.
nnd of -the sulject of the curreney g connected with
that system.

The subject. of the-lawa relating tn tnsnlvency ‘will
doubtleas eugiuge your aftentinn,

The increaning foreign trade of Canadn, and the pros,
peet that Her Majesty'a Governwent will ere long sntor
into negntintions with forsign. vationn vn the subijert of
their trade and cummeralal relationa, demanid out ciovest
altention and whatchfulness, whils the rapid developrnent
of the Domirdun is continunlly givicg. rise to impsrtant
matters requirtiz tha support nad aetion of the tmperial
Aaverviment.  With the cuncurretice of Her Mijeaty, |
theratore, recommend yau to sanetion the nppuiuum:m
of 8 prrmanent fepresentitive of Canada s London to
guard her various interests, . . :
© Tho aubjects 1 have meutioned are of great tmport. .
anee. .1 command: them with. fuli confidance In your
wixdowm wad jatriotsia 1o your best gusiiderative.

e e

- The Speaker took ‘the chalr at'3 pom, ;
On the return of the maembers from the Senate Cham.
ber, AR
The Speakor rend the list of vacaacias which had oo.
enrresd in the . representation in - the House daring thy
reaess, ae alio the returans ol the now elections, The (o1,
lowing new members were then Introduoed 1—

- Mr, Barnard, membor for Yale, by llon. Mr. Langevin

and Mr. Thompson (Caribno) ;

tlon. Mr Ruyal, member (o, Provencher, by Sir
Charies Tappoer and Hou, Mi, Masson § }

Mel-Heauckesns, member for Boonventure, by Haoo,
Mr. Langevin and Hop, Mr. Portio ;

Mr. Viunasse, member 101 Yumnaska, by Hon, M,
Maoxson nod Mr, Maksue;

Mr. MeLead, memsi o for Cape Breton, by Sir Clinrles
Tupper amd Mr. W MacDanalid;

Lr. Bergin, member fur Cornwall, by 8ir Charles
Tupper nud My, Melenoun

How  Fdward Biake, member for West Durham, by
Hon, Mr. Mitls and Me. Bechurd (houd applause) ;

Mr 12, £v. MacDhenuell, by Huno A, Mackenzio apd
Hon, Mr, UGeoffrina, :

1 was decidesd that the midress Lo reply 10 the Specch
from the Throne be tahen (ot consideration tosnorrow

Sir John AL Macdenaid moved the appolntitant of the
wsnal standing cwmmiltees.

Sir Joha AL Macdooald rmoved that the Hovse do vow
adjonrs.

Hon. Me. Mackenzia desired 1o know what course the
Jeaders of the Govirgment inlended 10 pursne with re.
feronee 10 {he breack of priviieges of Parlinment com.
mitted tost aesafun by Mro Machonoetl,

sir Jobt A, Mactosald satd lie wenn glasd that attention
had bern ralled ta the aintter, a1 he had quite firgutien
i, He would 1ot the aco. gentietnan know to-morrow.

The 1Touse then adjourned.

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.
tFrpm aer Sperinl Coreeapdent )

OPENING
NOTES

DERATE ON THE  ADLRESS.
SDRAWING-BOOM, KO,

THE

Orrawa, Felruary 14—-The second sexsion
of the Fourth Darhiament of the Dominion of
Caniula was opened, on Thursday last, by His
Fxecileney the Governor-Genesal, and Her Royal
Highuess the Princess Lonise graced the cere.
mony by her prosence. Jowas marked by the
ohseryvance of s}l the timehononred, ancient
furtps.  There was a large conconrse oatside the
bailding, and alse inside, g0 far as the admis-
stons would petmay, bul the number of tickets
ixsned was fiwited, and many  were disappojut.
ed.  The volunteer mihitary diplay, the musae
atnd saintes were the «ame as 1 desenibed them
tavon fast vear.  His Excelleney and Her Roval
Hizhness drove up, escorted by the Dragoons,
preciseiy a0 3 o'cleck, procerded to the Senate
Uhamber and teok their seats upon the throne,
The Honse of Commons was sutumiened o the
uaual manner, sud the Speech elearly read in
the twoe lanuages.

This Xpeeech was lomked for with altmost eurious
innterest, aud 18 opening wonds were the cherry
wrrnid of nonpratalation on returning prosperity,
and of thenkfuloess for the abuudant harvest.
Coupled with s thete came i recotnmendation

i 1o alford some relie! Jor the distreas in leeland.

The wvists of the Royal Commissioners and
Tenant Farmur Delegates were well referred 10
as fants of great impwrtance to the Domininay,
the etfect of which woubt probably very much
trerease the fnpmigeation of 4 verr valuable rlass
of settiers) of whom we have hitherio not had
very many.  The jnapartant raslway operstions
ol the rowere next sketohed, and a kindly
reference was  made e the comldition of the
Paedivne of the Novth-West,

Cordug to the Jegsiation foreshindowed, such
tarfl amendments were promised ax the ex.
prrienee of the year had demenstrated 1o be wise
This was frank and ealy natural, i view of the
fact of ao prest an experiment as that of the
legislation - of iast session. A review of the
banking sxstem was promised, in view of the
expiring of the bunk charters pext year, and it
was annsneed that the approval of Parliament
woubl be asked ferthrappoiidiment of a resident
Canading repreentative in London to gnad sue
variaus imterea Bilts fur the recorganization

- of the Coril Service, for the Consalidation of the

Intand Heveune Iaws, and the amendment of
the Tominten Lasds and Pablic Works Aets,
wity alsn peamised. There s fn this quite
enough. work ent out for a sessjon, here
will, of conven, bey, further, the bills introdoesd
by private menibers,  Nutine has been already
given of tiea fmportant anes rolnting ta the In-
aolvent Laws }.:y Mewsrs, Colby and Béehard
The latter desires stmple repeal @ the former may
probaldy repew his very carcfully-considered hill
of last srssion, . Notiees have also been given
for returns of the particolars respecting the
Printing Contracts, and expenses of Ministerial
tripsto Englard, So the fire ey be il to
Lave thus eatly tegrin. . Bat there is one mest
amusing notice. Mr, Mills, who ix called in joke
the “Philosopher of Bothwell)” and who is n man
of ability, has actually given formal notice that
be will imove—f 1i Qe opinion of this House
that the people nf. Manitoba atl the North-West
should by permittod to tmport cows and oxen
frowd the United States " Why, they ave per-
mitted, Nohady' pvor prevented, . But what ]
faney he meant to do was to oltain permission to
take pattle in trapsit through the United States
from Ontario to Manitola.  The recent 1. 8.
regulations will nut permit thia)

1t was noticeable that Mr. Bloke ‘was not in-
troduced by Me, Mackenzie, but by Messrs, Mills
and Béchard, the former, at lcm;t, hin apecial
UOntario friend, and in syinpathy with him oun
number of thuoretic and sweeping palitical prin.
ciplew, Tt is further notiesd that Mr. Blske
modently tonk hisseat-in'a hack row, while Mr.
Mavkenzio oceupivd the. pluce of  Opposition
lender apd acteit ag-auch,

v

1 ennnot saythat 1
expected anythiug eles bat iis, notwithstauding -

e e ———————— )



