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MY CREOLES:

A MEMOIR O TIID MISSIS=SIPPI VALLIZY.

Bv JOHN LESPERANCE,

Author of ** Rosalha,” < The Bastonnais,” &ec.

Book 1Y,

THE DREAD ALTER

L

THE MARIGNY hKaaMs,

NATIVE.

On the eastern side of Second street, between
Pine and Chesinut, there stood at the time of
which 1 write, a little brick house known as the
Marigny Heoms.  They were so named from
their owner, Theadore Marigny, one of the first
citizens of 81, Louls.  His own children e d the
puwerous flock of his nephews and nieee ke
had married my mother's cldest sizter—eadied
Lim Mon Yeup,  Agenial man was he. Sondl
in stature, with hamdseme, mabile foatures,
Joep black
carling hair, mon-gray at the e that 1 koew
Rim, an andent tenperament and manners of ex-
guisite gentility, Mr. Maniguy was distingnished
i every virele, With his own family and re-
istives Lie was a particular favourite.

After retiring from active husiness pursniis,
with an independeni fortune, he devoted the
cvening of his days to literatare, of which he
was passionately fond, and to the soeivty of his
iriends.
came a favourite haunt.  All the oid French,
whao have died within the Jast five and  enty

vears, gathered there by a sort of muty . at-

iraction.  There they came to rest amd smoke.

There mauy of them sat, Hke Irving's Dutek- |

watching the noontide and eventide
There they told stories of the early
cowmny, seasoning them with vomie
amd expressing thon 3o that pietur.

ua i,
shudiows,

days of the
anecida

Sy

ewitis, Hauid Creole dialect, the flavour of which |

Yia~ nearly died out. There they bewailed to.
cethier the good old Spanish and Freneh times.

They were rure velies of a past age, but kept
their ddentity o the bast, They never hesame
Americans.  They cleng to their ancieut jan.
snage, mauners. cestames and nations of the
vighteenth century,  The heterogenconsness of
American soclety presetls mwany contrasts, but
nene eould be more singular tlan the existence
s dasimn ppbors s vea I Fsiesds suairdntha St Lonie
wf u quarter of a century ago, : i

1 have distinel . remembrance of several of
them. - Thers vas one littie dried up man, with
2 big head, a fair round belly and. shrivelled
legs. - He wore immense gogeles mounted in
horn. - He was the notary public of the com-
pauv.  He Kkuew on his Hugers’ vnds the gene-
v of all the Crecle familivs of the settlement
from the beginning, His stories of drame in.
taie ight have atforded material for more than
wne sansational novel, - If the Missouri Histori-
val Rociety had been in existencs then, Lie sarely
would have been its first presidint, 1 recollect
that Lie was the only oue of the whole assemblags
who <id not smoke, . Dut he took snuff. . That,
he sabl, was more prof
Pére Duprez. -

There was another little man of whorn 1 had
w superstitions fear.  Te his vounger days he
ol been conueeted with the Hudson's Bay
Company, and it cue of-Lis frequent czeodnters

with the Tudinns kol had biz windpipe damaged
by a musket ball. He spoke with a kind of hiss.
ing, Lis words being baked out one after another,
He was very eld awd wrinaled,  His hair, brows
wiat faskies wers s white as suow, and the roots
af his stif, white beard, whoen he was not - clean-
~haven, gave his face & harsh, winiry appear-
anee,  But be was the gayvest of thegayv,  His
stories, not always the most gelect, invariably
provoked roars of laughter; aprd he never re-
pratesd the came story twive, as ohd men are apt
e ddo.

Another character was Bonhomme Papish. A
tall, awkward old man, with a stoop in his
stonlds s and enorinous hands,  Heusad to km-}.r
o littfe candy shop arcund the corner, which
scived s tempornry stopping-place to the jat.
viarchs on their way to Maon Peup'’s Roowis, The
aged gonfectioner was very foud of children.
Many is the tine thatafterselling a “picayune’”
or a “long Bt " warth of drops and Tozvnges,
the old gentleman weauld take e on his kneror

inRf
hoist me on hiz counfer and tell me stories of
the Spanish governors in their fricaracsset with

hilies, of the ancient missionaries with brass

erncifixes fixed in the girdles of their gowns, of
the first Awerican copnmissioner who come,in the
name of the President, to take possegsion of the
territory and proclaim the first municipal elee-

tions, The Bophomne hald a simple way of
narrating, which dmgressed all he sabdl on the

wmemory, while his half-closed eyis aud smiling

liyw, an he spoke, indneed the childrar 1o listen

to him Jong after their sngar<plams or candy-
sticks were cansumied.

But the most original figure in that cirelo was
Unele Pascal. He, too, was near four-seore, but
lively as 1 humming-bird.  He wasalways sing-
ing snatehes of seng, sueh as Lo Poul & Avignon,
Ma Normandie or Ne veames plus, o belle bate-.
Hare,  He was a Gaseon and w Parisian roliedin

‘e, a fine forehead eneireled with !

For the latter the Marizuy Rooins be.

tonal.” His name was !
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one—a rare amalgam evenin France, His talk,
when he was in the mood, sparkled with epi-
gram.  His sallivs of wit and the vivacity of his
retorts were remiarkable in a country where the
art of conversation, as understood in the safoas
and clubs of Enrope, wasw—and for that matter is
still—unknown.  Yet there was nathing of the
modern Frenchman abeut ham. He was o 1ype
of the age of Louis NV, He might have teen
taken for a steur of Port Reval transiated o the
western world,  And why not ¢ Disd not Fron.
Ptenae and Vaudrsuil transplant the spiriv - f
P Versailles to the Chatean St Lowis at Q by
famd the vice-remal nmnsian at New Orieans
PAnd have npot iravellers found rure exoties
P bloomdng amid wild flowers on our praivies ®
Pk aseal wore koneebreeches. He powdered

Vhis hatr, Hesported o oquene that wonitd have

ne honour to Beaumarchais,  He find the
wbit of ralking to himselt and gestionlating
vith great anboation. Tt was the extberauee ot

its mind reacting on his museies. 1 have seen
Chim, while sweeping his dovresteny stop short, ¢
s throw himeel! nto an attitude and opastrophis
: his broowm-stick. ol man wamised usg v U
¢ we all respeeted bi Thonzh T lovad 1o hear
; him diseourse, Dstund in awe of his wicked ratl
{ery annd his hansh eriticism of young people.

§ It was preelsaiv ke whom T met ot the Marigny
; Rooms, as Tdropped in there o one of my first
{ramwbles after my tiiness.

It

ASMODEUS.

{

He was alone, busy paring his nails. Just the
worst occupation, after shavine, in which s ir.
seible old mentbrian can be foundengage L
As sqon as be <aw e enter e ered, in his
shrili voice :

“ Halleo ' Herr is S]!{.\u!m}'.“

“O0h Y Unele Pasealt!” 1 exelaimed, depre-
eatingly.

O Well, pud what of w?
stek ¥

41 have, sir”’ .

CAnd hadn't you twe foolish girls waiting
Capecin voa wllihe tirpe 0t .

ST hal twe Kind friens a
nurse me' ce
L Two kind! fri
mother tonurse vou ¢ Pshiaw™t T The i
big ealf Yike you wanting to be nursed.”

Psaw it was no use explaiving further, <o |
Jaughed.

SO Huaw P ocontinued the old man, “and wha
were the two kind friepds 3

“One was my cousin. Mimi.”

ALY Andthe other

My mamma’s god-daughter,”

“That is o diplmmatic answer, Your nuomuia
has god-daughters at fnasta scare,*”

i 1 smiied at the compliment. to ny shirewid.
ness.,

* But what is this other thing | hear abour

Havew't you been )

ting mammin £

T4 bt i

o

=

e afoa

vou? Consorting with the Paadines * I that
s0 1
“Yes, Unele Paveal, 7 have made the e

quaintinee of M. Poladine”

S What ! Hector Padadine 27

T rame, sl

“Amd you Lave gone to visit him

COSaversl times

“Then vou are ws zoml s blown ta the
devil," said the o)d mon, paffing has cheaks,

“1don't fearthe devil, at all,” | replisd, with
@ hearty laugh. ¢ Alittle holy water and the
Asprrges, you know, Uncle Paseal,”

“Yes, I know. These will drive of Satan,
but they have no effect on Asmodeus.  Paladine
is Asmodens, Consult the old demonologists for
the difference.” ’ o
~ My only answer was a peal of laughter.

The perverse: oll man laughed ajso.” Closing
his penknite, he rose and said slyly .

“Pretty daughter, though, eh ¥ At least she
ought to be,"” :

“ Why so, sir?” e

““Becausa her mother was 2 beauty. . (0 all
the pretty Creolesof her time-—and I'nmajudge,
Carey-—she was seeond to mone-hut your poor
dead mother.” Al t your incomyparable mother,
my hoy. :

L. What pity she was bory in this brek wnodd;
Far from the sight of prinees aad of lords,

She thut wis fit to stand where qreens have stood,
Aud be the prize of heroes conquesing swords, "

RE

Ieguld have thrown my arms aréund the old
man and hugged him for this gennine outhurst,
“1f the girl is anything like lier mother,” he
continmed, holl onto hier,  She is a-prize.”’
¢ She is very beaatiful, nele Paseal.”
*¢ Hasnu't she particularly fing eves 7"
* Yes, mir.” . : : :
* S0 had her mother, . Then hold on to your
advantage.. And remember, besides, that Pala-
dine is as rich s the devil.. This is ot pro-

[ERI RN AT LY

ends . assisting your:fostsrs o

part of our colloquy by the entrance of Mon
Poup. :

ARt Carey,” said her ““Weoll ngain? Glad
to seeit.  Come to{lin old place t 1t always
in the same tumble.down condition. How is
vour mother ¥ 1 owe hera visit, Have not seen
bev for several ‘weeks,  The Mountain boat is
coting fu, Paseal.” Will youw walk down to the
levee to see her land 7 Old acquaintances on
board. T am sure there isa lot of pemmican von.
signed tous, which we will manage to eat, theugh
we hare lost our teeth,”

Unele Puseal vefused to go.

Ol s just noon,” said ey “and Thave been
promised a plate of gumbo soup, if T am pune.
tual to diuner,”

<0, 1 understand,”  answered his friend ;
“ vou wonld forswear your ancestors aml walk
to Vide Poche nnd back for a dishof gambe,”

1 well made, Marigny.  Buat that isa ravity
to be et with not more thau onee oF twice in a
season,”

“Then yor will come with me, Carey,” said
Mow Pamp.  Let me just gt these pmpets from
iy sdesk. One, twey thiee o there, now, Lot us
111.

ON THE LEVLE,

eye

Phe  Mountadn boat ™ was
maede ane wip every vear fiom

Ye

<teamer which
Lauls ta the
awstone and the hiead waters of the Missouri,

a
i

Plestated in ;\]'ril. loaded with l-ln‘v‘ixinu\ arpd

stores for the different teelingposte b 1t
i nud returned fu August or September with
s and peltries. Tt brought back,

1l

Py, fora briet visit to civilization, wmany of thoss

bacly adventorers swho explored the Far West
and spent wost of their lives treating with the
ol man. The wrrival of this boat was always
aw event in 8t Louds, av that fime the chief
centre of trade with the Rocky Mountains and
New Meyico, }

When we reachind the Jeves we found o vast
multitteds assembled, The stesmer hadd figed off
s eantin and wis slowly ereeping to the shore,
gadly bdeekad withitlags. A< soan as -the first
plank was thrown ent, Mon Ponp, with stores
of others, vushed on bourd, Jeaving me on the
bouhiers to take care of wmvsell. | rewaiund in
wmy position cagerly watching the scene. Ther
were i bastieand an excitennnt whiel intereated
me deeply. Finally. when the crowad hud boen
leared g bittle, the disembarkation commenoed,
Al kinds ef trunks, boxes, bags and pareels were
brouzght < wt. A procession of stonr, bronzed men,
wearing biati-new elothes, in which they looked
acttthe awkward, passed to the share, o Jess

than half wn hour the boat was enaptied of its
})fﬁ")’(
state,
de

rers Al the levee returned to s norma)l

wan-about to go off when Lobservedione
atedd travetlers making his way 1o the

Lo,

ally hiddesn

v acslouchied hat, T osaw
encugh of Wis- feattires, however, (i observe that
he appearend fagaed and sickly,” His eve, too,
was dull snd almost expressionfess. He appearest
ti-be astranger, . He passed througli the erowd
ou the boat and on shore without receiving 4
sign of recognition: from aaybedy.  When he
came hearer § noticed that he Jogked at me very
hard, Even when be hwd gone on, he turneid
tack to glanes at me agadn. Awd, strange to
ay, | serntimzed him as sharply. [t sommed o
me thiat neither that face nor that fiuvre was un-
known teme, T rausacked my memary to find
where Thad seen the man before. But, as su
aftrn happeny when eur enriosity is keenest, the
mere | osearphed, the ) Ioeoald remembor,
Meantime, the youth walk
the frve

vd

adled nearriage, gave soms directions
to the driver, threw his rarpet-bag on the frong
saat, witered the vehicle anid drove ol mapidiy in
a sontherlv direction. < ' disappeared, iy
attention was deawn elsewhers and 1 soon furzot
all abont ki, A fow moments Jiter, seeing that
M. Marigny did not return, Fwalked up 1o the
ety o

Iy,
NI,

I went to the warchonse of the Ameriean Fur
Company, than oue of the prineipal institugions
of thi city, situated on Washington avenue, he-
tween - Second and Main, This was another
resting-place for Creoles, “and on this day, of all

others, wassure to be fall of life aud noise, The
buibling was o ‘musenm of coriosities, © There

were seen pileg of pletured “builalo robes, hnge
elk-horns, & beavers " imprisonsd S large  tin
boxes, grizzly bears chained “in the cotrt-yard,
heaps of bullalo tongne and chipped meat, most
delicions when dished with the: small-grained
Indiau corn, which at thatl time grew only in the
Mountaius, e ‘

Al deseriptiotis of queer people hannted the
spol, speaking every - varisty of lingo.  There
were Crenles from Portage des Sioux, Cape Gir-
ardeau snd Prairie du Chien—bright-eyed, agila
frllows and very ‘garrulous ; Coyadian eapreurs
dey bois fromy the St. Lawrence and the Ortawa
~—dark, thick.set, “great  walkers, and forover
sinking - Mexican trappers, in lenther suits.
copper-eolourad, - monstachioed,” good marks.
men, woudarfnl riders, treacherous and ‘vindies
tive o Wiestern hunters, of the Daniel Boone ar
Davd  Crockatt type, chiefly from Kentucky

fanity, Carey, according to my estimate of Hee:

tar's character.”’

and Mussouri—tall, lank,  great stoiy-tellers,

Bart cweae w6 indefatigable’ tobacesclinwein,
ivn i viston aned intallible gaides,  These

Wi were interrupted in this very interesting | were the mes eutployed by the Chonteaus, the |

. He was a slight -young man whose:f{ane -

Gp- to the top of
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Sires, the Sarpys, the Ticottes, the Papius, the
Duchouquettes, the Gironxs, - the Kipps, the
Chardons, the  Beanvais,  the  Labuerges, aud
others in the annmal exeursious among: the In-
dians of the Upper Missouri,

As Pentered the front otlice,” 1 et Henry,
the yonngest. souy of M. Marvigny. He was in
bis shirt slerves, with his pen behind his ear,
taking advantage of o woment’s lull in the
lusiness of his ddesk o ook about him,  After
shaking hands with me, he inquired whenee |
eame, 1 replied that T hind just witnessed the
Tamding of x,\n‘ Mountain bont. )

AL said he, 1 have been copying the
captain’y manitest amd the Hst of passengers. A
great many of the old codgers hav e come down
this year”

And he tan
them, ‘

* But,” he continned, ' the oldest passenger
of all is Honair Paladine,””

*amair Paladine 7 1 exelaimed,

Ve, son of old Paladine of The Quartives.
A havem-searem kind of o fellow, not more thun
twenty vears old, but who has gone through
adyentures encugh tor a man of fifty. In his
vonth, he was the wildest sort of a seape-grace ;
plaved some awful shindies on his father's fan,
and when the ald wan threatensd to turn him
out, volunteered in the army. He went off o
Mexica, somewhere, stayed there awhile, came
buek - somne say honorably, others dishonerably
dizclrged, and almost inmediately after start.
wl off for the Mountzins, where T thonght he
would temain forever.  But heve he is azuin, |1
have not seerr him vet, bt hie mast conme down
Bere to settle it acceounts with the company,
amd then Dwith Lave & talk with him. They
sy heis balfoeraay ™

My wonder s hearing all this was fntense,
but Tdid ot care to et my cousin Henty knaw
it.  leantented mysell with saving :

¢ 1.0id onee hear, 1 believe, that such a being
existed, but 1 had fergatten it comphetely,”

“Yes. You see old man Paladine married
ag forty-seven a yeung girl not much more than
seventeen. It Jooked like an ill-sorted mir.
riage, and everybedy eried out againstit.  But
for n wonder, it turned out all the eontrary.
The old man adored his child-wife and made her
very happy.  Bat shie had uo health, and died
in the fourth vear after her marringe.  Her it
child was this Boaaire  Her second was Ory,
Thit sevond birth cost her her lfe.  Yeft to the
vitre of their father, it was only natural that
these children should be spoiled. However, the
girl inkerited Ler mother's virtues, awd, bestdes,
she was xent at an esrly age to a convent in
Marylen:d, where shie remained il within a
eanple of years aga.  The bayg, on the eontrary,
wiuy kept at home, whers the old mau wnder-
took to teach him.  OF gounrse he could not
profit much by this, and he soou began to dis-.
tingnizh himsell by his cayers.”” SR .
225 W hy, Tidwelare, you ssem thoveaghly posted
an the subject of the Paladines,” [ said. 11
had kpown that betore, T sheuld have come to
you for information,” e R

HOh Y there has been tos much fuss made
abaut these pesple. T don't dislike ol Pala-
dine myself. o He s something of a philosbpher,
wit Irather admive philosophers, -Owing to his
quurrels with onr gramdfather it has been the
lashion in. our fowily’to taboo even his name,
but | yraess that will die out beforestong, 1 1
were not stehu riae gareon amd half énthagled
in suvother guarter slready, 'would nat lissitate
to throw ont my nets to Ory.  She'is confound:
edly pretty. ‘

Pshonld hiave Hked to prolong the convers

over the names of several of

tion on sa azreeable a theme, bt anfortunately
# business visitor enteréd the offfve, wnd we had
to break 1tait, .

Another word about wy eousin Henrv Mar.
igny before going further. We  caliad him
Diim. He wis the faverite of all the vounger
claldrine of the family. ] wag part wlarly at-
tached o hum o He lived with us ‘for many
vears, and we bath slept du the sane room, |
rewetnber with pleasure the many lessons he
mieve e, of evenings 3 the assistanee e Kindly
furnishindd in the beginuiug of wy stinhies: fle
was o hoely educated man, of exquEaile Laste
amd with an artistie fondness for poctry amd the
highest forms of iterature,  History was his de-
light,  Whenever we axked him for stovies, he
would alw draw fram his historical recollees
tiovs and wake np narratives which were as en-
leriaining as romnoees, At theage of eight, |

ed him e name o hKistory that 1 shauld
rends e pravely told e to tike Horodotna,
FoBd so, awd to this day the koen prssion with
which Didevoured the Nine Mnses is fresh to iy,
mind,  Ever sinee, 1 have retained 0 weakness
for the legeudary historians, ag oppiosed 1o the
imi.\‘or.-xhiy critical setiool of Niebuhr wimd Ar-
nold. i .

V.
; PIOUR PROFANITY, N
There is no nealto sny that my euriosity was
rouse:d by what Djim hind just told wme convern-
ing vonug Paladine. 1 bheemne still grenter
when, apon recollection, 1 eannected him with

“thestranger whom T had ohserved on the levee;

Wern'these one and Lhe ‘same person ¥ And- if
s, did 1 know that person 2 Was'it .Pnssible
that 1 had gomewhere seen - Ronnir Paladine
hetore ¢ ' c T e
My fisst jinpulse was to repair to The Quar.
sivent onen - That' would be the simplest. way

of seiving the riddle. But L'was detorred from
this, fist, beeawse it would be intruding on the




