METEOROLOGICAL (BSERVATIONS taken at 26 Besaver Hall, Mentreal, by

Tavs. D, Kixg, for the week ending Jan. 25, 1873,
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Tur subject of an increase of the ralaries of the civil ser-
ants of the Dominion Government has for Rome months past
excited very geperal attention, [t wasg, believe, first
mooted by the (ttawa daily papers; and has since been dis.

we

cuseed Inoavery feic and sopr licod manoer by alwost tiye

Lt ;‘;,'_. o othes (o in ol this

e lstatinn

the

matter, politics have for thy nonce been - laid aside, and the
newspapers, with but very few exceptions,” have united in
advocating the cause of a body of men, who, to say the least,
are not as well used as they should be, 1t cannot by denied
that at the present cost of living the members of the Civil
Service are very inadequately paid.  During the last three or
fouv years the prices of all the necessaries of life have risen
very considemably, while no corresponding inerease has been
made in the salariex of the public secvants, Al other clusses
are earning wore than they used to earn, but the Civil Ser-
vants remain, in this matter, just where they were, Itis in
the case of the subordinate officers that this grievanee is more
particutarly felt. On these falls the largest amount of wark,
aud that of the most wearisome kind, while their pay is of
the smallest.  And they, therefore, are the most entitled to a
But, at the same time, it must be admitted
that & general increase of the salaries of all Governtent otfi-

cials, from the Ministers of the C
dc.\:ml‘.u

spwrd}' relief,

Crown downwards, i most
; and this advance, as the Spectater very justly
poiuts out, should not be bised on the percentage system—
that is, on a fixed and general increase of ten, twenty, or
thirty per cent.—but should be equitabiy apportioned out.
Each case shoulld be considered by itself, and upon its own
merits, and such an increase allowed as the circumstanees of
the case seem to warrant.  Such an arrangement would, we
are convineed, weet with geueral approval.,  We trust, there-
fore, that the matter wiil, next session, be made the subject
of a thorough Parlismentary ioquiry, and that, the public
wind being sutistied of the justice of the claims of the Gov-
ernment giffclals) they will in future

remtineration for their servives,

receive & proper mte of

While upon the question of salaries we cannot refrain from
drawing attention to the very inadequate pay received by the
vast majority of school-teachers, In this matter the teachers
have quite as much grouwd for complaint as the Civil Ser-
vants.  Anyone curious on the subject has only to turn over
a file 0f the Glode, and search in the column of ‘Situations
Vacant, to ind some facts that are rather astonishing. He
will there see that the larre majority of country schoaol-
teachers are in the receipt of remuneration at which day
labourers would refuse to work, and that moreover these un-
derpaid situations are only open to those who have passed
through a rezular system of toaining
lity by u
that the man or woman who spends wouey in preparing for

atid proved their capabi-

pdergoing the test of an examination,  That isto say

this profession, makes

less vut of the capital sunk than the

man who purchases 8 spade and goes

pur

¢ to work at excavating
state of things which we have already meae than
once denoancsd, as retlecting little credit on those concerned,
snd contrasting strangely with the manner in which edue mxn.ml
matters are conducted in our citicd. We are glad to remark
that s step has at Jast been made in the direction of remedying
this evil, and that the inkabitants of some of onr Western
villages have at last oponed the fact that the
cutitled to higher

This is )

thelr eyes to

insteuctors of their chibiren arc wages than

their tarm labourers,

The question of immigration hus once moré been brongsht
into prominence by 8 motion recently made by Mr. Rykert in
the Ontario Legislature for information respect
tion agents in the emplov of the

ing the emigra-
Provincial
That the agents seut by the varions Governments to Kurope

(Government

for the purpose of promoting emigration to this conntry have naot

always bLeen the right men for the work hasg already been abun-
dantly proved.  In fact the whole system of appointiug these
ageuts is, as was shown a short while age in the fouder,
utterly wrong, and caunot possibly be produ
stantial resalts,

vtive of any sub-
In this matter our fricads acro s the Hae are
very much alewd of us—a boast they canunot justly make
the other branches of their public service, The Amurican
emigration agents in Furepe are men cut out for their work,
carefully selected, who owe their positions to their vwn guali-
fentions, and not to personid influence or party interest,
how is it with us? ¢ Agents in Canada,”
«d without any

And
says the jourual
regard to their qualifi-
which the people of Canade expent
For example, let us suppose s case © Mr.
s A has been an uusuceessful

mentioned, Hare selo

“eations for the slatie
“othem to perform.
camdidate for Patlinmentary
¢ honours in the interest of the Government of the Dominion
#or of Ontario.  He has been put to a great deal of expense
¢ while prosecuting his canvass, and the only way the geveral
« Governments have at their disporal to recoup the wasted
¢ axchequer of their friend, or to quict his qualms of con-
“ geience for sacrificing himself on the altar of party, is to
“ appoint him asan Emigration Agent to Europe” Naturally
&uch a syatem cannot be praductive of auy great results, and
the sooner it is dropped the better.  The United States, with
their admirable immigration organization, nre attracting
thousands of new-comers to their ghores, who in a fuw years
will prove the strength of the country, while we, thanks to

our own bad gystem, look on with envious eyes. Letus have

a speedy and a radical change in this matter, and the resnlt

will soou be vixible in onr immigration atatistics,

T'he Dominion Parliament has been summoned {or the dis.

pasted o busisisa on the tinte of Mk

l nuuum’ ]
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EDITOR'S

AN 8 IMPRESSIO)

AMERICA PICTURENQUE.

The following is the first of a seriex of articles written for
the New York Eeensng Post, by Mr. Heory Blackburn, former.
ly editor of Londan Sueiety, uml who is now the agent in the
United States of the English Water Colour Society. Thueideas
set forth in the italicized passages (the italics are our owu)
will be new to many of our ceaders, but of their correctnuess
there can be no doubt., Acting upon this theory of Hon simpler
aud better form of illustration for < * * puwspapers amd liter.
ature of the buttertly kiwl” the proprictor of the Cuncdian
Hlusgtrared News nud tive other metabers of the ¥ Graphic Pab.
lishing Company about to issue in New York a daily
iHustrated paper, to be known as the f2aly Graphie,

: Mr, Blackburn—

nre

Coming on an art misston to Ame llul, KNS

to see snd describe the lving art of its prople—ofticial duties
vonnected with the approashing
pietures have Kept we so closely
to-day tound tae to recand vven
began upon the stewmship Cuba,
York.

{uternntional Exhibition of
to task that I bave not until
tirst impressions.  But they
betwern Liverpool and New

In the stormy pussage there 13 one day's interval of
rtive culmy ol sunshine and rest. "The ship still rolls
heavily, and so, to keep steady el secore, wjironp of lttle
children are vollected in the middle of a hrm- u;xl of rope
near the forecastle, They aee singing to one of your favourite

airs a rather startling song, tnvelving & most unnecessary
warning to our captain, recondiog how
= Noah was chatt and th

When bamp e went again=2 Arar .z .

Scated a little apart are two figures, one 4 fair Baglisk
child, seven years old, dreased i white, with o blue hood of
the Ked Ridinghood pattern, snd by her stide Kaduhi—thy
negro boy who came to Amerion with Staniey, the discoverer
of Dr. Livingstone,  The sun shines upon Uiene two fhures,
upon the awe-struek fuce of the child sod the delighted Kue
luly, upon the weather-beaten mist azaiost whickh they leag,
and ujpon the sea which rises and falls behdnd them, The
picture id complets for & paiuter &d suggestive feom other
points of view. If, for fostance, an mh-lh;:-. bl motkey were
on board and sat down on the other of Kaluta, would
there appear at first sight o greater patural atfinity betweon
Kalulu and the beantifel child, than with his tuteliioont
neighbour on the other side of hitme—espectally if the laiter
wore the costume of mesdern civilization in whivh Baluh s
now adorned 7 I aadd at stght,” for stureiy here the
watter etnds in spite of Darwin's fatest theortes, Costiltie
has much to do with it,” savs Dro Livingstone, who amnses
Bimself in Central Afiiea by a pieture in bis mind of the
fNaires of Darwin, vwen, and othet great men, drossed Like
Inedinns witho o helt of feathors o 0t peither costiine Hor civi-
Haation adeot the nnalterable faw whdeh o Kalula the
Light of rewson and the Divine form of hands and fect, He
was bmitating the motions of amonkey a woment age, to
niunse the child, and the nction of his Hmbs was curionsiy
anital, but now he s deseribing s wandbedings with
raster and poitting onut hiv own portrait in the 7Frpdic news.
paper. Shall we tod o the Amedican coatinent  mauy
1.1:qu--~.imxim: disciples of Charles Darwin ?
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nrst

Y
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In tendays we az\lxt tand, and atthree o'eloek fn the morn.
ing the pilot kuocks at our door and tells us that Boston is
bnmm.l to ashes, Reveral half-roined men in the state cabins

¢l up on Learing the news, dress themselves deliberately,
, during brmln..h\. [ unslr wt their elty,  They Iny down
ne .w steeets, build larger warehouses and pave the

faraer fortanes than betore,

A‘Al'
Way 1o
imake All this seunds
dreatn, but it is cnacted before ot eyes, The strangest sich,
however, (to an Eugitshunan and an editor)) is yet to cote,
As we eater your beantiful hurbour there comes towands uea
press steame-yachkt with o litthe red ilag at the mast-head | bear-
iz the words < Weloome Standey ™ and a packet of news.
pajrees is brought on board contaiting elabarate iHustruations
of the Boston tire, frem every possible and dtapossible point
of view. The first lmpresaion is one of astonishment at the
unneeessary anonnt of labour and talent bestowed upon th
drawings, to chronicle so many phuases of the calamity; a
this brings we to the point of my fiest letter, There i some-
thing, [ venture to ray it radically wrong in this system of
Htustration,  Let me cxplain how we view the matter
Fnuland, and quaote from an anticle in the London 44 newm
of thotober 12th, Speaking of the prevailing system of book
an-d pewspajers Hlastration, we say this: » Tae greas wunt at
thas rr v soapderased Lot forva o (lustraion for norels tales,
W GALInes, i Dteratu-e cr dhe buttooiy Aed. e
present siystesv i oo cumbrous, Loy coatly, el oo absurd fo fast,
It isan abaurd ty, tor instance, cimmitted evory day,
rlaboiate drvwcing of furatturs, made outto the ezt
Jeaue, for the prrpes. ot expressing @l ver's dovotton | or, worse <07
to make a carsful view of Hyde Pari an London, s the ceavod-
work for o pun,  But the remedy for this is in the artist's
hands alone,  What we ask for, and often askin vain, is better
wark -ond lecs vf t—cleverer dranings or skelches on puper, if
nced b, that can be reproduced fae-simide nt the least cost.
Hals the common accessorien ta subject pictures are worthizss, Al
the workicg-up of effrc s ux 1t ds called (cansequent often upon tm-
perfect owloney, mere waste of time, the cost of enuraving
which discourages enterprise in publishers, and sometimes
puts themn into the ffazet’e,” Theae were my words, ax nearly
a5 [ can recollect them, writton fn England, with the sorrows
of «diting an illustrated magazine still fresh upon the mind,
They were meant to apply ouly to that country (for Frauee,
with Cham, Randon, &c. ) has long been abend in this matter),
but oiarrival in Amerien they appear more to the point thau
ever, [ donot, it is true, find want of enterprige anywhere,
nor much fear of what wein England call ¢ fear of the Gazette,”
but 1 do fiud the same waste of power and misdirection of
talent that is conspicuons in London.,

like o

ne ""',inlj/‘. ri,

toeogravs an

wquare N

To works of great and permanent value theso remarks do
not, of course, apply ; but the mass of illustration which is-
sues daily lrom your wonderful press, ix neither intended to
bie permanent nor required to be valuable, - The average life:
of an illustrated book s three years, and of s newspaper a
week, Let us then look the matter in the face, and azk our

dmm‘htnnwn i€ they canuot give us hetter work un:i lrxg of st
There is more ‘dnferet in a elever outline (or inn drawing in
Llack whivh depeuds solely npon the truth-of cutline) by your




