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it hag been assumed and used, on the :most scleron cocations, as
the standard of the Christian faith. - :

‘This form of sound words. we should, therefore, repext with &
dively faith and with humble shanksgiving—with Gith, as in the
«loctrines essential 10 baivation ; and with devont gratitade for the
infinitecondescension of God eur Saviour in hes fisnishing ns
with the way and the means 1o cternal Jife. And this devomt con-
dession, I belicve, although attached only to the first zrticle and
afterwards but ‘once repeated, is, nevertheless, 10 be wentally an-
nexed 1o every several article containéd in this sammary of eur -
faith,  More espeeially, whilst this confession is.made with our
mouths, we are tf beliezewith our hearts unto righleousness—auot to
sepeat it as a dry forwulary to which we yicld a mere histonical
and difeless assent, but te resolve 1o regulate our practice accord-
ing to the solemn.prefession we make fhberein. But the close
alliance which showld subsist between oir conduct and this our
confessian—the correspandence of our lives te the momentous doc-
trines of which we here profess our belief, wiil more clearly ap- -
prear {row an examinatior of its eeveral articles.

1 believe in - God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
carth—ia the first article of the Creed, and that on which we pro-
pose, at present, to muke some remarks.

It is only necessary to stand still and consider the wondrous works
of God in arder Yo make the confession which constitates this
firstarticle of our faith ; for, tosuppose that the stupendous fabric
of the universe sprang up out of nsthing of its ewx accerd, or
that its harmonious cperations were directed by chance, isan ab-
surdity which has always been regarded as manifesting a perver-
sion of the understanding, and a depravation of the reason.

Some philosophers of antiquity and some modern 2ssertors of
this” unmerited title have attempted to contradict the uaniverssl
opinivn which, in language of striking sublimiy, is thus espressed
by Mases, In the beginning (3od created the héaven and the varth—
with a presumpiuous arrogance, they have endeavoured to account
for the origin of matter und the formation of the word without the
interveation of a divine and ommipotent Actificer. Some, with
that absurdity into which wan nrust betray himself wken he enters
upon asubject 80 far beyond the stretch of human conception,
have wade the wikd assertion that malter is etergial—that the rude
suass vut of which this beautiful world was formed Aad n3 begin-
ning. Others, taking for granted that absurd poesition, have stiil
more absurdly declared ¢hat this visible world, fa whick so much
order and so wany evidences of exquisite arrangement are visible,
was the work of mere cliance: that every thing in euture which
we admire for their just proporiions and exact reguiarity, were 4
originally caused by the accidental juaction of deiached portions
of wmatter. But, will not the mus  ureclightened and the most



