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ago ahd stimulate va, their dedth is precious in the
dight of the Tord and concealed from us, Nothing
it enid of David's prepatation for dedth nor of pray-
erd for him aftor dedth. Ho fell asleep and was
laid lintb his fathers, ahd like Stephen and Jesus,
he gavo his spirit in eafo keeping to his Gud, and
at the resuriection of tho just he will appear with
Christ in glory, Have we committed our sll to
Josus! Are wo walking in His footetops! Is
J‘esua our gnide. Is our lifo hid with Christ in
Un? Will He afterwards toceive us to glory?

Original Contributions,

MORE WAGES.

We nbtite in the February nttmber of Tar
CHristiak a kindly eridcism, from our respected
Bro. D. M.

The reader will notice, by reading carefully, that
out brother objects to the position I took, in regard
to Panl being *“‘uirder wages,” He thinks the word
*undet " implies that Paul was hired to preach,
which he claims is not true, as Paul was never
‘“under wages,” nor even hired to preach. Wo
fail to see any differenco between *¢ taking wages
and “ under wages,” and oven if thete was any
tilﬁ'orence, it would not deatroy the fact in the tase,
i. ¢, that Paul received “ wages.” To avoid the
force of this, our brother tells us that wages meaus
¢ contributions,” 1 notice that the N, V. has
wages, The Living Oracles and alsy James Mac-
Knight have it the samo. This leads me to con-
cludo that ** wages " is correct.” 1 turn to Web-
ster's dictionary, and [ tind that wages means
*“ hire or reward or compensation, given to hired
persone.” I am not prepared to say, with theso
facts bofure us, on what authority it can be said,
that Paul did not receive pay or wages for his
labor. It 18 certainly just and worthy; as the
Master huself snid, ** The laborer was worthy his
hire.”

Bro. M. oLjects to the idea of Paul receiving
wages or bemny hired, because that would constitute
him an * hweting.” I never looked at 1t in this
light before.  List us consider it carefully. *‘Hire"
means price, reward or compeusution, paid or ¢.mn-
tracted to be given. *'A recompense paid for
personal labor.” The man, therefure, who receives
wages or a compensation for his labors, whether i
be in weekly 1natallments or i annuval dunations,”
cannot be an “‘hirehing.” W read 1 the twentieth
chapter of Matt., *‘tho kingd m of heaven is hke a
man , who Jured laborers 1 his vineyard.”
This cannot possibly wean that these laburers were
hirelings, because they were hired. An hirehing,
according to Crudens, is one who *‘ueglects the
fluck and mims only at his own advantage.” He is
one who secks the flcoce rather than the good of
the sheep. I um suro that our esteemed brother,
in the goodness of his heart, would not sy that the
man who gets a fow sup ilated dollars for hig Jabors
1n the gospel, is seeking any earthly advautage or
is in any sciiptural sense an hireling.  Our pro-
vincial brethren, who aro devoting their lives to the
cause, arv must certammly free from this charge,
becaugo if thoy were hirehngs and thus sceking
their own earthly advantage, they wonld **flee ” to
the States, as an *¢ hirehuy fleoth, because he isan
hiveling.” (John x. 18).

Bro. M. also informs us that ‘ there was no
middle party who received the funds to expend at
discretion.”  “*That 1w parties contnib taee pave
W Lo Hiois whu wolo Wanuy the woik. ' Here s
-another stranger. Let us entertain him a moment,.
Turn to L. Cor. xvi. 3, herv wo find that whoever
the church at Corinth approved “‘them Panl would
send to bring their hberuhity unto Jerusalem.”
This lovks very much like a ‘‘middle” wan or
wote correctly a trewsuror, But it muy bo urged

that every church choose its own treasurer, to lovk
aftor ita owir mission funds, Wo will see by read
ing IT. Cor., viii. 1Y, that tho brothar who was sent
with Titus was *‘chusen by the churches.” Here is
o *‘middle” many chusen to take care «f the funds
of the churches, and according to 11, Cor., viii. 18,
he was a first-class man, just about such a man as
the one we have to haid our mission funds. The
idea of a *“middle ¥ man as o treasurer, is strictly
seriptural and absolutely neceasary. It iaiapossible
to uccumnplish any co-operative work without a
treasurer.

The more we investigate the workings of the
.apostolic church, the more forcibly we aro improssed
with the unity, harmony ard co-operation of all
the churches in every goud word and work. And
herein we find the wonderful success of the cause
in primitive days.

H. Murray,

THE CREED FOR WHICH CHRIST
DIED.

“And the High Priest atood tp in the midst, and
asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? Whatis
it which these wituess against thee? But He held His
peaco and answered nothing. Again the High Priest
asked Hiw, and suid unto Him, Art Thou the Christ,
the Sgil o(t; 3the Blesred? And Jesussaid, I am.”—Mark
xiv. 61—63.

Jesus 18 the Christ, the Son of God. This is the
truth for which He died, 'The Eigh Priest rent his
clothes, and called it blaspheiny, No further wit-
ness, said the Jows, was needed, and they con-
demned him to death. No truth is blasphemous.
Ouly 1f Christ’s claim was falso conld their charge
be true. This claim Christ sealed with His bluod,
and enforced by His resurrection, It has been and
is tho faith of myriads of men and women, and
centuries have not weakened its hold on humanity.
That Jesusis tho Christ, the Sun of Gud, is a divine
proposition. If it bs divinely demonstrated it is
the world’s higher. truth because it gives divine
sanction to all that Jesus said snd did, onforces His
woral toaching, and renders His commauds obli-
gatory. I Christ is what He claimed, if He is that
for which He divd, then He is the oud of the law for
rigxhteousuness, Ho is the beginning and the end of
the way of salvation.

1st. Thia truth was the creed of the apostolic
church. When Jesus asked, Who do men say that
I ans, Peter answered, Thou art the Christ, the Sun
of the living Gud, Jesus then said, On this rock I
will build My church, 1t #as asiguificant promise,
a prediction of the beginning and character of Hs
new kmgdom. Sirangely and in an unearthly way,
in a way quite heavenly was that prediction fu.filed.
A shurt winistry marked by truth and love; the
crucifixiun , the resurrection; tho commuission; the
Pentecust; on that day Peter’s sermon pruving the
resurrection of Jesus, aud that Gud had made Him
both Lord and Christ; three thousand converted
and buuud together in this now, transforming faith
—such, bricfly, wero the successive steps by
which Christ built His church, Tho basis of it all
was the proof of His claim to Christhoud, and f
Sonship toward Gud. Thav this Peter and Jumes
and John and Paul knew no other creed. luto that
faith were baptized tho c.nverts of Jorusalem, and
of Samaria, and of Autiuch, of Ephesvs, and
Philippi, and Cori -th, and Rome. Saul the hauzlny
phar:sve; Curnelins the Ruman centurion; Lydia
the seller of purple wares; the Ethiopian officer;
the Philippian jailer; Jew, Gentile, Rowan, Bar-
barian, any oue, all were converted by aud to this
creed.  Tho a, ostles anl thals convers hiew it
wy uf our modern *‘tams,” and *‘olagies,’” and
“oxien.” Except by tho spuit of prophesy they
conld nover have Creamed of our creeds and con-
eutions, our systems snd symbols, our scieuces,
theologivs, phisophies, and fictions. Whatever
yood muy bo m any of these lut it be matter of
opivion nud not uf dogina and followship.  But te

us as to the apostles lot Jusus he Christ for ever
more, Su may all Christians find tho one thing in
common that mdkes them brethren,

Dr. Sohaff tays: *‘Christ is the contro of the
moral universe, tho Holy of holies of history,
Christ in the gospels, in the church, in the pulpit,
in the school, in theology, in poetry, in art, in the
soul, in holy lives of men and women devoted to
the welfare of the race—wherever we meet Him, Ho
appears the purest, highest, loveliest objeot of con-
templation, atid-commands above all human beiags
our affection aud veneration,—Christ is far higher
and deoper and broader than all Christologies. No
single mind, no church or sect has ever exhausted
the fullness of His divine-huwan personality. Every
ogo must grapple anew with * the great mystery of
Godliness’ and wmake it alive aud fruitful for its
own intellectual and spiritual benefit.” lmmedi-
atoly upon this assertion of the fullnoss and per-
manency of our Lord he quotes Tennyson:

“Qur little systoms have thoeir day;

They have their day and cease to be;
They are but broken lights of Theo,

And Thon, O Lord, art more than they.”

2nd, For the truth of His claims Christ died
Though He stood against the world He did not
doubt Himse!f. He had planned His life on this
high basis, and .refused tu descend from it though
He did not refuso to die. Not the least among Hia
miracles was Christ’s faith in Himself. If He had
been a mere man why should He not have deserted
Himself in those trying hours, and why should He
not have cunsented to season His diviue plana with
some grains of human policy? Buat no. He pro-
claimed His truth unto death oven as Heloved and
forgave unto death. This 18 the more remarkable
a8 His whole schemo was new, and before antried
in the world. His way was through a pathless
wilderness where His own disciples refused to fol-
low Him, believing that all was lost; yet Ha went
constantly onward as though Hs had previously
surveyed that untried path, and as though He knew
whither it would lead. Aud He did know. The
centuries have proved that l{e was right and His
opponents wera wr. ng, and the proof is as increas-
ingly cumulative as the multiplying years in which
the trial is made. Christ was faithful to Himeelf,
and faithful nuto death. .

What 8 wan is willing to dis for is of conse-
quence, at least to the dying one. Compared with
that fur which Jesus died the world is full of truths
that are unly tnfles. At the cloge of the reign of
terror 1 Fiance the firat man of the Directory pro-
pused a new reiigion called Theophilanthropy. He
explained the matter to Talleyrand, and asked his
opinion upun it. The latter answered, “I have but
one vbservation to make, [a order to found Hias
religion Jesus Christ was crucified and raised again;
yuu ought to attempt as much.” Theuphilanthropy
was not worth dying for. Cumpared with the truth
as it is in Christ it was a trifle, and the world has
suen fittolet 1t die. Talleyraund’s answor to it lives,
but Theophilanthropy does not. So with deism,
and atheism, aud materialism, and agnosticism,
and pusitiviam, and spiritualism, and humanitarian-
ism, und tho whole host of isms; as isma thoy are
not worth dying for, thercfore they are nutfit to
live; sowo of them aro dead; uthers are dying,
somo of their better elements may live but the isms
will die. In the long race-course of truth only the
fittest shall survive. The truth that is scaled with
the bluod of its martyr has a long lease of life.
The truth that is scaled with the b'oud of Christis
oternal,  Lieaven aud eurth shal s away, but
this tiuth shatl not pass away. ‘ritles, we said &
mowment ugu! The news of the day, volumes of
history, tues of philusuphy, hand-books of scionce
waterial truths, mere temporal tiuths, however
trus they may by, aro as nothing compared with
this truth,—*Tho Word of God was mads fiesh,
and dwelt among mon; aud wo buheld His glory
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