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But is as natural for one prmnisi ng lis |our hearts caused hy the failure of somne
normal mnanly power to newa' lelîds of laboir I plan, the creation or our own mimds. God
and usefulness as for him tu breathe the pure hal naoller t hime1ys for ns than we had con-
air of heaven. It is only by the unson of cuied for ourselves. lie had other fields
manily energy and decision of characteir that of labor thn tl.o.e we hwl ehown-ields of
we can hold our position and grotn the sw ift graîtetr actiity and prodiietive o'f nore good
eurrent of life. We look upon this ife t as a lhan our ow n chosein ones. le. proliahl v
solemn reality and not as an empty dreaim ; in lis kindnîess, lets us enjoy the pleasture
but forgot it is based upon and enùonmpased desivd fron ouir own plans, even sometmes
by eternity. Uniting the Iirst wait-ih the till they alist become acompshed falets
second the thouight naturally cornes ta our to us. Then, prohably, by somle working of
minds, the thought preceding every act His laws, Ho leads us to o'r propetr sphero,
should b its influence on time aid eteiity. soilttilles wit h s ire hearts and tearful oves.

In seeking fields of labor due reegijtiLont Hle w ho kn1ows all thin gs knouws t hat in thus
should be givon to the opportuuaes -cat- deailia'g with u, thoîîîugh thbere is sorrow, the
tered around us by a hivne hand for unamtig joy precvdinig and] the joy following in our
witl our daily labors honest and wilhiig nîew sphlere of action is fair b'yonffd that
work for the cause of lim wlo gave lis wue'ai we would f ave received had ave been
hfie for us. Then how thanîîkful wo should pertitted to follow our' own ways
'be for opportunities brought to us by the There are, to, those tears that have been
Infinite Ore. Perhaps we haie not taken shed ait the grave of the parting ones. Can
aidrvantage of those cast around us. The ve be thanl kfuil to Ilrum who has takern our
moments filled with oppoitunittes to slpuk loed unes ? Yee, but the mcans for thank.
the kindly word, to check the flowing teur, fulness are toio iimy to tell. Even while
have flown forever ; they are now in the past; standig at the grave anl listeiung ta the
they cannot bo recovered. The hours tait cola earth fallang upori the cas.ketv which
shout have been spent in the service of the holds the one nost precious to us-hiding
Great King, in attending ta those things Hle the dear one from view, Jesus is a sympa-
has committed ta our trust, have been spent thîmer' in our sorrow. Thera is no tear how-
for self. To the many hours God has given ove, small but that heaven is Imaged in its
us for temporal benefits we have added those boson. " Tears tire softening showers which
given us for preparation for the life to coie. cause the seed of heaven to sprmîIg up in the
We have robbed limr of His due, withheld hunblest heart." Perhaps the ole laid
ail proper honor, and appled then to our'- away is a mother-of ail tl gifts of God's
solves. The treasures placed at our disposal, bestowimg tho ane most precious. Yet tn
whether goods, abilities or precious oppor this sorrow there comes steahng over us te
tumities, baie not been duly apprecaaied hope of meeting again.
and used for our îpirittuail developunct- and 1·.1w, 1ke the Silaitiring trer"iat,
the honor of God-tlhey, too, are recorded )il Aun..arn id che.'r the way '
the deeds of the past. And mtin, as darker gîows the light,

Yet ti the bestuwmuent of these blessings Lu.its a brighter ray.'
thore are reasons for thanaîkfulniess to the Thank heaven for ail temporal ble>sings.
Boutituful Giver of ail good gifts; 1.e hais scaînty or in abundance. Yes, thanik heaven
recognized His children, tai withheld not for more breath when it is malde up of a
from theim is choicest blessinigs ; though breeze as pure ais if sent fromn leaven's
not appreciated and used ais the Biievole'nt throne. It comes with a reail kiss uipon every
One desîred. Our thoughts should be pre- cheek ; it would linger fondly arouni. if it
faced with the words of the psalmist : might ;but since it must be gone it em-
" Have mercy upon me, oh God, accordîng braîces ns with its whole kindly heart, and
to Thy loving kæidne'ss .according to the. passes onward te emibrace the iiext it icets
ntiltitude of Thy tender mercies blot outn my God's blessings are in abundance, every whiere
transgressions. Wasn me thoroughly froin flowing abroad. They are scattered far and
mine imîquity and cleanse me from my sin, avide over the eairtiý6 ta be gathered up by
for I acknowledge my transgressions." ail who choose.

Again, what pure thankfulness can flow ''Oh, tlhat men would praise the Lord for
froin the hearts of thoste who have passed the His gooaness and for lis wonderfui works
year with kindly deeds, who hae worked to the children of men."
coicientiously for the uphifting of hunmanity
for the tpbuildig ot Chrst's Kingdom. OUR PLEÂ AXD O UR OBL IGAT10J N'Those who recognized that tulme, talent and
earthly goods and treasires were given ta oEo. 3fANIFOLD.
thon by a ktmd 1leiavenly Father, to be used
with wisdorm f>r pter'soaril spiti ual ilat prove- James A. Garfleld, an honored President
ment and the spreading of Cinrist's glorious of the Unlited States, who lived and died a
Gospel in its purity to a waiting world ; ta iember of, and for many years a preacher in,
alleviate in ail ways the sufferings of hu- the Christian Church, was once aîsked by ai
manity, and to bind them aul ini Orie great lady ta formulate a statement whichi would
brotherhood of redeemed seuls. Thrice give lier a more definite id., . as to our doc-
blessed are those who have thus done. trinal position. The following is a copy of
Hore can tliey say with joyous hearts, for ail Mr. Garfield's reply:
these opportunities for rising lato a spiere WIe cal) ourselves Christians, or Disciples
of noble manhood and honorable service of Christ.
under the Great King: "Oht ,give thanks We believe in God the Father.
unto the Lord : call upon Ris naie ; make We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
known Mis deeds among the people ; sing Son of the Living God anîd our Saaviotr. We
unto Him ; sing psalns unto imt ; talk ye regard the Divinity of Christ as the funda-
of aill His %ovndrous works ; glory ye in lis mental trurt of the Uhristian system.
holy namne ; lot the heart of thei rejoice We believe in the Iloly Spirit, botl as to
that seek the Lord." lis agency in conversion and as ai indweller

But a rebellious heart may say, "l His dis in the heart of the Christian.
pointnents havo been so mnany that I fail We accept both the Old and New Testa-
ta join n the praises of God. Sorrows have ment Scriptures as the inspired Word of God.
hce se bitter that gratitude to the Supreme We beli've in the future punishIent of
One cannot now be enjoyed by me." But the wicked and Lte future roward of the
what is a disappointment but the sorrow of righteous.

We believe that Deity is a prayor-hearing
and at prayer-ansering God.

We observe the muutuîonîof the Lord's
Suppeir on every Lord's Day. To this table
ve neither invite liar debar. WC say it is
the Lir's Supper for ail the Lord's children.

We plead for the union of God's peopie on
tie Bîtile and the Bible alone.

The Chist,ît is our creed.
WeT maintain thatail the ordinances should

be observed as they were in the days of the
Aposties.

''he above is a statement of " Our Plea
in very short iotre. We have need ta be
more famihar with our message and mission.
There is dense ignorance ini this part of tie,
wo'rîl respecI ing the people caIlîng tlem-
selves Lisciples of Christ. There is impera-
tive ncessity oi tie part of brethren and
sisters, both young aud old, to arouse theni-
selves fron their lethargy. Too many are
content ta bc designated as "l Baptists," not
kinowiig or' intdifferent to tie reasons, vital
and futntdaneiîail, as to otr exstence as a
separate relgious body. For tins, bretbren,
I praise you not.

I tan well aware that the influence of es-
tablshed religions, and the hereditary con-
serval ism of thre lasses, are great obstacles
mn the way of progress. But I take the
grouind that these difliculties are not nearly
eo great ais the préjudice aîa;d bitter hostity
imaaifested an the part of Juadaizers and
Gentiles against the early d.cîples. Their
burning earm stntess, their consecratted per-
sonality, their sublime trust lu God, overcame
ail opposition. "The chur-ch, walking in
the fear of tlie Lourd, and in the comfort of
the ll'ily Spirit, was multiplhed."

IL is not enougl to preeach the truth - we
nuîst aiso Lie tue truth, and do the truth.
A Chr.stiau mai should b a convircing
reply to ail skepticisi and all questions of
plejudice ; bis lfe should be hai argument.

' If you want to teach a maan,
Le loose a 1ife at nlla .
Words are weak,the logic
Of a life is irresistible."

Brethren, continue in the Word ; be loyal
disciph-es of the Christ ; bring unto men that
glorious freedom that alone cat corne through
tle truth.

"ARE VE IN A RUT?"

ano-rHaEt DISCIPLE.

This subject, as treated i the last Citnis-
TnA, should cause ail the Disciples who mnay
have read it tO pause la moment (ter longeî)
and consider the mtatter for themsel'es.

Of course there are different kinds of ruts.
Experience has tauglht nie that a nice, sumooth
rui, piovidig it is net too narrow, 18 much
botter than ibhe middle of the road. This is
so becautie thore it is possible to make botter
speed, and do so with less wasted energy. On
the other hand, there are ruts that are dan-
gerous, and, if we persist in running in thoni,
we are hîkely ta have aà fal-somibetiiaiez',
however, the accident comes w lien we attempt
ta get out of the rut on the wrcng side.

h miay seem that the "aniual meeting"
'does a part of the business of the " Board ;"
still, I believe there is a wide field in whichî
they inay carry the work te the advantage of
all tie Onurches.

MaINiy of us have seen how easy it is te
raise two or thrce hunidred dollars at our
annual meeting ; and why is this so ? Not
because those prosent are more able or wilîng
to give than those who are net preseit, but
becatuse they heur of the need of money and
the good that it will do, and ails becauuse
they have the faiet brouglht before thei that


