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lin placing before our readers our an
nuai review of the progress an pharnacy
and the s-:ience upon which plariacy
depends we are naturally inchned to give
the premier position in importance to the
publication of the much delayed

itt PltI lAR\iACla i.\, iS 98.

'T'lhe method of publication calls for a
word of comment, as naever bas çtuch ai
important work been issued in such an
objectionable manner. '['lie day bcrore
Good Friday, when inost of the :.ondon

pliarniaceutical press had suspenlded their
labors for the week, a copy of the new
B.P. was sent thea, apparently for re-
view. No further copies were obtairiable,
and it was saine tinie after this Lat a
copy was sent to us, but the distinct
statement 3f the secretary of the General
Medical Council indicated that it was
only on loan. At the end of May the
book wasgazettcd, and according to the

best authorities immîediately came into
force ina England. Pharmacists were
placed in the sublineiy ridiculous posi-
tion of havintg to conformi to the regula-
tions of a work whicl was actually unob
tainable. Private enterprise fortunately
came to the rescue ; the drug journals
published copious extracts, and in one
case so well was this donc that a copy of
the B.P. was quite unnecessary, and it
was just a question for some days whether
the Copyright Act would not be called
into motion to stop the publication of the
epitome. Then followed various Notes
and Guides on the New B.P., several of
them beitg distributed free to medical
men and pharniacists through the enter-
prise of wholesale drug firms. Chief
among these may be noted Uimîney's
Guide, whiclh was :ssued only a few days
after the press copies of the D.P. were
distributed, and therefore called forth
some crvious conments. Hewlett's Notes
were aiso of great value, and we abs:ract.
cd sonie of the more important parts.
Gadd's Synopsis, publisled at 1a cents, is
a little book whiclh is wondcrfully coin
plete and specially adapted for pharma-
ceutical students.

CRITICISIS OF THIE NEW E.P.

There has been no falling off ina the
usual number of criticismis that always
crop up when a new edition of the B.P.
appears. The strongest and :ruest remark

as that it is becoinîaug more aid more a phîy
sician's pha.ri:copiea ratier than a phar
nac.st's. That îs to say, the convenience

of the physiciai bas been chielly coni
sulted, and aost of the radicil alterations
are only mnconvemient to the pharmllacist.
Tle natural resuit is that, in spite of the
strentious efforts of the pharimîacopocia
cominmittee of pharmiacists, upon wlan
the duty of devising fornulx and revising
old piocesses naturally fell, the new B.P.
makes it still more difficult for the retail
pharmnacists to manufacture even galeni-

cals. Thus, the loss of spirit in m:îakiing

a pint of one of the i in 5 tinctures is so

great that a retail pharniacist would in
evitably find it clcaper to purchase than
to niake. The wholesalers, with their

hydraulic presses, recover of spirit froni
marcs in the still, and standardization of
large batches, are placed in a better

position than before. This has been
mentionîed by critics as a stricture on the

pharinacopceia committee, but, as there
were only about three wholesale druggists
and naine retail on the committee, it is
very certain that their action was con-
pelled by the pressure of niedical opinion.

Once again the new B.1P. comes out
well in its botany and materia niedica,
although Druce has found fault with
several of the botanical sources of drugs.
In many instances, however, the exact
species is onîly a matter ol conjecture. and,
as the committee lad the assistance of
E. MI. lolmes, Curator of the Pharma-
ceutical Society's Museum, and the
greatest living authority on the subject,
it is not surprrsing that this part was well
done.

wHiOi:ESAIERS' CRITICISNS5

were based chiefly on the alterations in

the strength of tinctures, the absurd
striving for unattainable purity in com-
mercial chemicals, the complete dis
regard of wholesale methods and con-
venience, and absence of preparations
that were expected by everybody in a new
phlarmacopu.'ia.

E. Merck has shown that the color re-
action for morphine with sulphuric acid is
incorrect, that borax seldom answers the
degrece of purity laid down, and that
sonme of the specific gravities and mîîelt-

mrg points do not agree with the Pl.
Germ. and N.S.P. D. Howard objected
to the nonograph on quinine and the de
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tails for testîng bicarbonate of sodium.
fle aiso sh--oed that. ari altcrang 'ar
rmngton's standard for lead i citinc and
tartaric actds, the coniîaîttee had maade
a mitake. loss raiused nany objections
to the soltd anid lquad extrarts of the
n1ew piarmîac optI r a, and I'letcher used
very plain language alout the rabiculout
directions git n fur peroduàcmang the new
concentrated lhqau rs of I alumiba. a haretta,
etc. lis craticismn as to thet' p'omt as lie
invented î1t e ,one ntrated 1 iors for the
quick production of airrespondg tinc
tures, diecoctions, infusions and syrups.
Bryanit bas shonsi that the Imethod of
naking lquid extrat t of lit lladoinna docs
lot exhau.t tie root. 'imneiiey has pro-
tested aig:unst the exclusion of a hquor
gentiana co., and to the new mnethod of
preparing conponind spairt of et ler so
that only etler makers ran produce it.
MAillard has 1 poved that the spî citic grav
ity of lquid ipar.,îtitm as icotrrect and
Stern Brothers, the largrst tîmakers of this
article, h.ave confirned st. Scliiimel
& Co. ha\e craaic/. d the paticulars gavei
respectng oil of timîper and the specîfic
gravisies of ou of dill, etc. Naylor and
Bryant hwe iiade out a strong case for
the stanidardzi tiona of the green extrac s
of belladonna and henbane. Bird ponted
out the %s li known defects si tle formula
for syrup of rhubarb, and crit:c:ved the
omission of hîor:c acid froni hemalock
omtmnent which now soon goes mouldy.

Gadd statedi that giycern of bor:c acid
turns pink on k ieag, but thias as uncon
firned. -,tansford dues noat ,onsider that
the dried throid gland às su effective
as th>ro-glandin.

\NiD R IA .R'

Some excellent poins liav been maade
by retail phariac:sts and analytical
cheinists. The general complainat is tLhat
although not ntentional the new B.P.
nakes it inperative that the pharmnacist
should more than ever purchase all gal.
cicals such as tinctures, concentrated
liquors, ett. Wilson bas nout only cr:tic
ized the assay metlhods for lquid extracts
of belladonia and ipecacuanhia -which
was easy-but bas suggested iiprove-
ments and modifications that render the
process much more simple and exact.
Raid suggested an improvement is the
nethod ot making uing. hyd. rut., by

leatung the lard anld mrtrali of nercury
togetlier to a high temperature untal the
reaction niearly ceases and then adding
the olive oil. Jowett lias gaven an sm
proved ncthod of estimatng the purity


